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LYNE TOLIAFERRO BARRET,
A PIONEER TEXAS WILDCATTER
C. K. CHAMBERLAIN

Lyne Toliaferro Barret might well be called the father of the oil industry
of Texas. However, C. A. \Varner says that Texas oil is much oldet' than
Barret and in fact that Texas is the birthplace of the oil industry in North
America, for the first recorded use of oil in the new world was on the Texas
coast by the survivors of the De Soto expedition.' Although De Soto died
in May 1542, his men under Luis de Moscoso, in an effort to contact Francisco Vasquez de Coronado who they knew was leading an expedition to
the east in search of uquivira," may have come as far west as present day
Waco. Moscoso decided that he could not contact Coronado and led his men
back to the Mississippi where they constructed crude boats which would
enable them to float down the Mississippi and then along the coast until they
reached Spanish settlement in Mexico. After reaching the Gulf of Mexico
it was necessary to touch the shore from time to time for protection against
storms and to secure fresh water. On July 25, 1542, Moscoso was forced to
take shelter in a creek on the Texas Coast where they remained for two
days. They found an oily pitch-like substance floating on the surface of the
creek, which the Spaniards called " cope" and which they used to repair the
bottoms of their vessels. Oil historians believe the creek could be anyone
of several creeks which empty into the Gulf between High Island and
Sabine Pass.:
Europeans, after coming to North America, found oil seepage in anum·
ber of areas, particularly in present-day Pennsylvania, Ohio. Kentucky,
and in Texas. Tradition has it that Indians regularly visited these oil
springs and used the oil for medicinal purposes. The oil was used as a liniment and as a bath and it must have had value in keeping infections out of
wounds. In all probability the oil also was taken internally. A well known
Indian trail and the so-called Spanish Trail ran near Oil Springs in Nacogdoches County. Texas Indians in all probability used the oil as it was used
in other areas, and the Spanish who returned to East Texas in 1779 under
Antonio Gil Y'Barbo also frequented the trail and used the oil to- grease
their cart and wagon wheels, to preserve their harness, and also for medicinal purposes.
Before the end of the eighteenth century in areas particularly in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky an important salt manufactUTing industry developed. Wells were bored seeking brine from which salt
was refined. Drillers, seeking brine water in these areas, frequently found
a thick, oily substance which burned explosively when ignited. At times this
oily substance was found several hundred feet under the surface, and was
recognized as identical to a well-known product called urockoil." It was
necessary to rid the water 'Jf the oil before it could be made to produce salt.
Some salt producers dug cisterns where the water was allowed to settle and
after the oil came to the surface it would be dipped off and allowed to flow
into streams. This custom was found both dangerous from fire and destruc-
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tive to fish. In some places in Kentucky there was so much oil in some salt
wells that the wells had to be abandoned. After the value of oil was discovered some of these wells were opened and became oil producers. 3
Samuel M. Kier, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, an enterprising salt producer, had problems of oil in his salt wells and became convinced, perhaps
in self-defense, that the oil had value as a medicine which came from, as
his advertisement stated, four hundred feet below the earth's surface.' By
1850 Kiers Petroleum, or 'Rock-Oil' was a well known remedy all over
America. Kier bottled crude oil in eight ounce bottles which were wrapped
in a circular which set forth its values as 8 cure-all, and of course the
circular, as a good patent-medicine, gave directions as to how it should be
used. Its greatest value according to the circular was as a liniment, but it
was recommended also for cholera, liver complaints. bronchitis, and for
tuberculosis. The dose recommended was three teaspoons three times a day.
Kier's advertisements carried many testimonials from individuals who
had received benefits from his "Rock-Oil. UJ
In the meantime in Burkesville, Kentucky, there was a large output of
petroleum sold under the name of uAmerican Medicinal Oil" said to have
been shipped to many places in the United States and to Europe.
Although Kier and others did a good business in rock-oil no one apparently thought of drilling for petroleum for its own sake, even though individuals had used the oil, which was obtained from springs or that which
had been brought to the surface 'with salt-water, for sundry purposes. In
1854 George H. Bissell, a graduate of Dartmouth College, on a visib to his
old college, was shown a bottle of rock-oil and was told it was better than
coal for making an illuminating oil. Bissell was impressed with the commercial possibilities of the oil.' Whale oil was expensive and had an unpleasant odor. Oil received from coal mines was limited in quantity. Bissell
must have realized that Americans wanted to stay awake at night and
wished to be able to see, hence that there were great possibilities of wealth
if an unlimited supply of cheap lighting fluid could be produced. Bissell
organized the Pennsylvania Oil Company and sent a sample of the Pennsyl·
vania oil to Professor Benjamin Silliman, Jr., a chemist at Yale, who
reported that a number of valuable products could be manufactured from
crude oil. The next problem was to obtain oil in sufficient quantities to
make development worthwhile. Who first suggested that oil might be obtained
by drilling wells cannot be ascertained. Professor Silliman had made his
report in 1855 but it was not until 1858 that a representative of the Pennsylvania Oil Company, which had changed hands and was then known as
the Seneca Oil Company, was on the grounds in northwestern Pennsylvania
with instructions to find oil. A stockholder who owned only a few shares
of stock, Edwin L. Drake, or Colonel Drake, as he was called, was chosen
for this task. Drake had no experience as a well driller. He did have,
however, great determination, and a pioneer instinct.
Some historians claim the idea of drilling for oil was entirely Drake's.
Bissell and Silliman, however, must have known that much of Kier's oil
came from salt wells and in all probability Drake was sent to the oil springs
of Titusville, Pennsylvania, with instructions to drill for oil. Drilling an
oil well in the remote Pennsylvania county was a difficult task. Titusville
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was on Oil Creek, fourteen miles from where it joined the Allegheny River,
and forty miles by stage-eoach from Erie. Drake's inexperience, the remoteness of the region and the general skepticism of the community caused
many long delays. In the spring of 1859 Drake secured a driller from Kier
who was continuing to pump his salt wells and bottle his medicine and in
August of the same year 'Drake's folly,' as the people called his well, began
to produce some twenty barrels of oil a day. An oil boom immediately
started.
Lyne Taliaferro Barret was born in Appomattox, Virginia, on November 7, 1932, the youngest of nine children of Sarah Toliaferro Barret and
Charles L. Barret. Charles L. Barret decided, in 1842, to move his family
to Texas. Although there were war scares in Texas in 1842-in fact there
were two Mexican invasions in that year-the Barrets were not easily
frightened. On the way to Texas, Charles Barret died. Sarah and her nine
children decided to go on to Texas. It would have been easy, under the
conditions, to have returned to Virginia. John and Thomas, her two oldest
80ns, were in their late teens or early twenties and were able to manage
a good sized plantation. The family first settled in San Augustine County
and the mother purehased land during the Republic of Texas. The Barret
family prospered in San Augustine but nevertheless in a few years moved
to Melrose in Nacogdoches County. School tenns were short in Melrose
and in the one~teacher school the teacher taught all the grades. Lyne and
his brother and sisters were well educated for Sarah Barret did not rely
entirely on the community school for she was able to employ a tutor who
taught her children when the community school was not in session.'
Lyne (Tal) Barret grew to be a tall, rather slender, well-built young
man, with reddish or blond hair.

Lyne (Tol) Barret
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The Barret brothers hunted and fished and frequently visited Oil Springs
which was not far Crom Melrose, where oil came to the surface and ran into
Oil Springs Branch. This curious freak of nature must have fascinated
Lyne and in all probability he and his brothers took oil to the plantation to
grease their wagons and oUter machinery and they may have used the oil
as medicine. The field notes of E. C. Palmer, a surveyor, made in 1885 on
the Mora estate state that the estate included an oil spring, which was the Oil
Springs that the Barrets visited, and which Palmer says was visited by many
people for medical reasons.'
Newspapers reached Melrose telling of Samuel M. Kier's success in bottling oil in Pennsylvania and selling it for medicine, and also of the bottled
oil coming in from Kentucky. Some alert druggist in Nacogdoches or Melrose
may have even stocked the medicine. A man of Barret's education, imagination and intellect perhaps read Professor Silliman's report of 1855 and that
the Seneca Oil Company was planning to drill for oil. If oil was valuable
in Pennsylvania why would it not be just as valuable in East Texas? In
1849 Barret secured a lease covering the Skillern tract which included
some of the oil springs' near Melrose. Frank X. Tolbert says the lack
of machinery may have prevented him from drilling the first oil well in the
United States and in the world." It was in August, 1859, at Titusville, that
Drake's Folly justified itself by beginning to produce some twenty barrels
of oil a day, and the first oil boom in the world was under way. Nothing
but the discovery of gold had caused so much excitement.
In the meantime, Barret, on August 26, 1857, married Angelina Martha
Thomas. Angelina had grown up in the home of Tom Johnson and the
Johnsons and the Bnrrets owned most of Melrose and a great deal of the
surrounding country. Lyne and Angelina became the parents of nine children. The only daughter and next to the youngest child, Era, married Benton
Wilson, and died in Nacogdoches in April, 1966."
Barret found it impossible to get his well started before the coming of
the Civil War, and the war stopped aU his plans. Soon after the war began,
the Confederate Congress passed a conscription law that included a number
of exemptions. Perhaps the exemption which caused the greatest amount of
dissatisfaction among the non-slave owning Southerners was the release
from military service of plantation owners who supervised as many as
twenty slaves. The purpose of the exemption was to secure proper police
supervision of each plantation. 12 Lyne Barret immediately asked for and
received an exemption from military service so that he could serve as overseer for his mother's plantation.'] The Barrets were still a wealthy family
at the beginning of the war. to
Before the war was over Barret entered the Confederate service as a
quartermaster and served with distinction. MAny receipts for payments in
goods by individuals for the army are found in the Barret papers, and after
the war Barret used paper for bookkeeping purposes, which had been
printed for his use as quartermaster.
Soon after the end of the war Barret began to try to arouse interest in
his oil project at Oil Springs, and he was able to interest certain individuals
in Waco and Austin.
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From Liberty he wrote his Confederate Army friend, George W. O'Brien
of Beaumont:
The great excitement of this age is oil. It promises to lay in the
shade "The Great South Sea Bubble" or any other bubble of any
age. This region of Texas will be wild upon the subject in a few
months. A company has been organized and a cash capital of
$25,000.00 paid to experiment at Sour Lake in Hardin County,
and a man and the money have already gone north to buy the
necessary machinery to search the bowels of the earth for oil.
Millions of dollars are now ready to be invested as soon as the
results in Hardin County are known. None doubt but that oil will
be found and the excitement will not wait the slow process of experiments, and if we are prepared for excitement we will make
our fortune. What is the use of toiling and struggling with aching
brains and weary hands for bread when gold SO temptingly invites
you to reach out and clutch it?
Barret urged O'Brien to puchase leases aound Beaumont. 'J This, of
course, was a guess on Barret's part but proved to be a good guess.
For a time after the war ended, however, there was confusion in Texas,
for there was no civil government. General P. H. Sheridan, after a time,
established military government, and Provisional-Governor A. J. Hamilton
soon began the process of re-establishing civil government. Hamilton in
early 1866 called On the people of Texas to vote for delegates to a state
convention, which met and made the Constitution of 1866.
Barrett did not wait for he making of a new constitution, for he and
his associates on October 9, 1865, leased the Skillern tract, and the Daniel
C. Vail tract was leased the next day. Barret called his company the Melrose
Petroleum Company and his associates in these leases were P. B. Hollings·
worth, Chas. A. Hamilton, and .John B. Earle. The lease contracts gave
the Melrose Company exclusive privilege of mining operations on the
land where S. W. Skillern then lived and upOn which the springs known as
Petroleum or Oii Springs were situated. Skillern and his associates were
paid one hundred dollars in cash at the time the contract was signed, and
were to be paid two hundred dollars in tbirty-six days, and they were to
receive one-twelfth of all mineral or oil wLich might be procured or found
on the land. Barret's company agreed to put the works in operation within
five years or forfeit the contract. Timber on the land was not to be unnecessarily destroyed, nor the land injured except for necessary mining
operations.'· This was the first lease in Texas on which a producing well
was completed."
In creating the Melrose Petroleum Company, Barret and his associates
agreed that each would advance a sum of money so that the company
would have operating capital, and a test well was begun on the Skillern
tract on December 20, 1865. Barret was made president of the company
and on December 21, 1865, he sent a receipt for $1,090.00 to Earl B.
Hamilton. This at least was some of the money Hamilton had promised
as part of the operating capital of the company.
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When the Melrose Petroleum Company was created no one knew under
what circumstances the company might exist. Slaves had been freed and
labor and cash were hard to come by in Texas in 1865 and 1866. A Constitutional Convention convened. on February 7, 1866, and proposed a new
Constitution for Texas. If this Constitution was adopted changes might
be necessary in the contract beween Barret and his associates for Section
thirty-one of A rticle VII of the proposed Constitution provided that no
private corporation could be created unless the bill creating it passed both
houses of the Legislature by a two-thirds vote, and the Legislature by a
two-thirds vote could revoke the charter of any company.
The proposed Constitution was accepted by the people of Texas in an
election in June, 1866; the Eleventh Legislature convened On August 9,
1866j and the Melrose Petroleum Company petitioned for the right to carry
on its business in Texas. In the meantime, Jobn T. Flint of Waco, a
lawyer, a member of the law firm of John T. Flint and D. T. Chamberlin,
became a prominent member of the company. Flin~ as a lawyer, took the
lead in presenting the company's petition to the Legislature. The Eleventh
Legislature granted a charter to the Melrose Petroleum Oil and Manufacturing Company on November 2, 1866. The petitioners were given a charter
for twenty-five years to engage in mining for petroleum, iron, coat, and
salt-water, and had the privilege of erecting works to manufacture the
minerals mentioned or any other valuable minerals they might find. The
company was allowed to elect a president, and other necessary officers and
to make any regulations not inconsistent with the laws of Texas. The
capital stock was placed at three million dollars, and the company was
given the right to lease or buy any property needed in their business. The
principal office was placed in Waco, but it might be moved anywhere in the
state provided a month's notice was given in the nearest newspaper. I'
During the summer of 1866, and before the Eleventh Legislature met,
Barret continued to work at bringing his well into production. On June 7,
1866, Peyton F. Edwards wrote Barret at Melrose that he was sending
Dr. Benjamin T. Kavanaugh, of Marshall, to talk with him. Edwards, in
introducing Dr. Kavanaugh said, "He is the man who works wonders with
his divining rod." Edwards also said that Kavanaugh wished to sell Barret
the patent right for 'Bulters Artisian Auger' for Nacogdoches County.
It did not take Barret long to trade with Dr. Kavanaugh. for On June 9,
the two signed a contract giving Barret the exclusive right to sell 'BuIter's
Auger' in Nacogdoches County. Barret was to pay Kavanaugh $750 for
this exclusive right if a paying well was brought in. Barret also purchased
an auger from Kavanaugh for fifty dollaTS. Kavanaugh was to deliver
the auger to Shreveport and Barret was responsible for getting the auger
from Shreveport to his well at Oil Springs.
In boring his well, Barret utilized some of the principles now involved
in the rotary rig. Barret's auger was eight feet long and eight inches in
diameter. The auger was fastened by clamps to a joint of pipe and rotated
by a large wheel which was driven by cogs from a drive shalt by a steam
engine. The auger was mounted On a tripod over the well. When it was
necessary to remove the auger, the rope which was attached to the auger
was fastened to the harness of a mule and the mule was driven away from
the tripod until the auger reached the surface."
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Tripod

On May 14, 1866, Flint wrote Barret that he had paid B. P. Hollingsworth
$300 refunding him for his expenses to the North, presumably to inspect the
Pennsylvania oil fields. n Flint complained he had no report on Barret's
activities and he wanted a full statement. In this letter Flin~ suggested that
it might be a good policy to form a company under New York Corporation
laws and to sell stock.
Barret's associates in Waco were not always pleased with their investment
and indicated they would sell but a letter in the Barret papers dated June 14.
1866, countermanded an earlier letter and said they did not want to sell. This
letter was signed by John T. Flint, Charles A. Hamilton, J. B. Earle and
C. A. Hamilton. Flint, later on, again offered to sell his interest.:l'J
Perhaps because of the unsettled conditions in Texas, or because he believed a New York Company would have more prestige, and that there was
surplus capital in New York, Flint again wrote Barret on June 23, 1866
that he was preparing a charter for a New York Company and was sending
a man to New York to promote the company and to sell Texas oil lands.
If the mission was not successful, which it was not, Flint was not to make
a charge to the company. Both Flint and Hollingsworth wrote Barret they
were sending a drilling company to Nacogdoches and that Barret ought to
make a contract with them. Hollingsworth said Barret could continue to
drill his own well. and the new drillers could drill some other place.2' Barret
must have objected for there is no record of the new drilling company's
coming to Oil Springs.
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Barret's auger passed through several weak veins of oil and at a depth
of 106 feet the auger dropped through a vein six inches deep, when oil,
water, and gas gushed to the top of the well.'2S Barret reported his well to
have a capacity of ten barrels a day. Warner says he cased his well with
iron pipe, capped it and went to Pennsylvania to secure finances and experi·
eoced help.:»

Pipe at a well

Barret must have experienced many delays, some financial and otherwise,

for the well he began in late 1865. On October 2, 1866, he wrote Colonel
William Clark, a signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence and the
editor of the Nacogdoches Chronicle. who had published an article about the
importance of oil, that he agreed with him. [0 the Chronicle letter Barret
expressed the wish that the people of Nacogdoches and surrounding counties
would get together and decide on the best way to produce oil. He was convinced there was a plentiful supply of oil in the area. Barret said he had
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decided to go North and see different oil machinery working before he
bought for his own field.D'
Barret immediately notified his partners of his success but he also infanned them of the difficulty of keeping water out of the well. Hollings.
worth who was somewhat of an engineer, wrote October 10, for Barret
to make a bag out of strong cloth or leather two or three feet long the size
of the well and fill it with wheat or some other small grain and attach a
rope to the bag and push the bag well below where water entered the well.
The grain when wet would swell and Hollingsworth thought would prevent
the water from reaching the oil; otherwise, the water might push the oil
out of the well. When the bag was dra\\'Tl to the surface the water would
come with it and only the oil would be left. Hollingsworth cautioned if the
well filled with water it would have to be pumped out and the most of the
oil would be lost. There is no record that Barret tried this suggestion. Barret
needed a pump and Flint wrote October 23 that a man by the name of
:Moore was drilling a well in Angelina County and that Moore would lend
him his pump. Flint complained that Earle, one of the partners, had gone
to Nacogdoches for evidence of oil, but that Barret was in Shreveport and
that Earle had returned to Waco with no information. Flint knew Barret
was making arrangements to go North for he had canceled his proposed
trip to New York and he did not think it necessary for both to make the trip.
Barret must have left for New York in early November. He wrote his
wife from Shreveport that he had determined to go North and that his
brother, William, was waiting for him in New Orleans. He believed he had
good prospects of making a large amount of money out of his petroleum
interests. He told Angelina to keep the Negroes who were on the farm and
he would pay them well when he returned in five or six weeks. II Anything
that you do will be right . . . Kiss the boys and tell them to be good boys
until Papa returns. God bless you all. Your husband, L. T. Barret.''''
Flint wrote November 25, 1866, before Barret returned from the North,
that the Waco partners would be willing to sell fifty acres of the Skillern
tract for $20,000 or their part for $10,000. This offer, Flint wrote, had been
made to John G. Stuart of Palestine, but of course the offer would have to
be satisfactory with Barret and Hollingsworth. othing came from the offer.
Flint may have been attempting to get back the money he had invested so
there could be only profit if the company made money.
Barret carried samples of his oil with him on his trip North and was
successful in interesting John F. Carll, a civil engineer, in his project.
Brown Brothers of Titusville, Pennsylvania, agreed to furnish $5.000 worth
of machinery and Carll was to go to Te..xas with the machinery. When Carll
arrived at Oil Springs, Barret was led to believe he was satisfied with the
discovery well but before the promised machinery had arrived Carll decided
to drill another well using Barret's crude drilling equipment. The new exploratory well was not to be put down on the Skillern Track but on the
Doctor Leake Place some one mile west of Melrose.1t The Leake test was
carried to a depth of about eighty feet without encountering any oil Warner
says since oil was produced in great quantities in Pennsylvania, ear11 aban-
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doned the Texas venture and returned home. The Oil InveBtment Journal
of November 18, 1906. carried Barret's story. Barret says that, unfortunately
for him, on the very day machinery was to be used to test his discovery well,
Carll received instructions from his company, because of the low price of
oil and unsettled conditions in Texas, that it would be inadvisable to continue the Texas project further.- The machinery was returned to Pennsylvania and Barret was not able to secure any additional financial bac.king.
Barret's wife had inherited a large amount of land and he had used some
of this land as security for the loans he had received from Carll, but, in
general, during and immediately after the Reconstruction period northern
capital was not interested in Texas investments.
In 1867 Flint made extensive efforts to sell his interest in the Melrose
Petroleum Oil and Manufacturing Company. J. B. Hamlett, of Beaver,
Anderson County, wrote Barret on :May 14, 1867, that he had' received a
letter from Flint in which Flint offered to sell his stock, but that lie could
not raise the money to buy the Flint, Hamilton, and Earle interest and he
appeared to believe that Flint was trying to trick him. Flint on Aupst 28,
1867, perhaps in desperation, wTote Barret that he understood Barret wanted
to buy the interest of the Waco partners and that they were willing to sell,
and if Barret was short of cash they would take land if the title was good."
After Carll returned to Pennsylvania there was friendly correspond~nce
with Barret. On July Z7, 1868, Carll wrote he was sorry that Barret had not
been able to get his well into real production. Carll told of the situation in
Pennsylvania and predicted that oil would sell for ten dollars a barrel in
the fall of 1868 and that now was the time for Barret to bring his well
into production.
Oil may have sold for a good price in 1868 but by 1870 the price had falen
and Carll was possibly in some financial trouble. In a letter dated April 4,
1870, Carll says he was sending Barret the power of attorney that Barret
had requested. Carll mentioned that a remittance of Barret's note was due
and that he wanted to pay Brown Brothers who had not received any payment from the amount that Barret had sent in 1867."
Finally Carll sued in District Court in Nacogdoches County. Carll's petition
claimed that Barret, V. J. Simpson, and A. J. Simpson had signed a note
for $3000 on March I, 1867, and that $700 of the principal plus interest from
March, 1 61, was due him. The case was dismissed at the cost of the plaintitf. J2 A settlement must have been made out of court for Carll's lawyer,
Rich S. Walker, gave Barret a receipt for $560 payment on December 6,
1874.» There is no record of further payment hence this must have been
a settlement in full.
Because Barret was unable to secure the necessary finances he was forced
to abandon his oil project and the field lay dormant until 1887. in 1887,
B. F. Hitchcock with the assistance of E. H. Farrar, of 'New Orleans. organized the Petroleum Prospecting Company, capitalized at $100,000. The
company brought J. E. Prince and a crew of Pennsylvania drillers who set
up a cable-tool rig near Oil Springs and began operations. At about 180 feet
the well blew in and between 250 and 300 barrels of oil flowed on the ground

,
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for the drillers had not prepared tanks or a reservoir to care for it. After
the first day the well quit flowing and a pump was put on it." Warner says
this well was located a few hundred feet from a well that had been dug
about sixty feet by hand at ahout the same time Barret was drilling his
discovery well.35
J. P. Mangham, of Nacogdoches, told C. A. Warner in 1936 or 1937, that
he worked for the Petroleum Prospecting Company from 1885 to 1887 and
that he was present when their well number one came in at a depth of 180
feet and produced twenty-five barrels a day. The oil at first was hauled off'
by mule teams, and the pipe line to Nacogdoches was layed in 1888 or 1889.
Mangham said that at one time as many as 150 men worked at Oil Springs.
Mangham was a cooper and coopered the wooden barrels for the first ship.
ment of oil out of the Oil Springs field. The work was done at first under a
large tree, hut later a building was built for that purpose.:Ja

Petroleum Prospecting Company, Oil Springs
The Petroleum Prospecting well brought Texas its first real oil boom and
this was a direct result of Barret's efforts twenty years later. People flocked
into Nacogdoches from a wide area. The Petroleum Prospecting Company
exhibited a great deal of enterprise and by the spring of 1889 had drilled
some forty wells. 'I11e company built an office and a storage house containing
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four wooden tanks of 250 barrels each; two iron tanks of a 1000 barrel
capacity; an engine house and a stationary engine; several portable engines
and several derricks at Oil Springs; fourteen and one-half miles of pipe line
from Oil Springs to Nacogdoches, and a 2000 barrel tank on Irion Hill in
Naco2'doches.
Four other companies had entered the Nacogdoches field by 1890 and
altogether they drilled some ninety wells. The most important of these four
companies was the Lubricating Oil Company which was located on Bayou
Visitador some three or four miles northeast of Barret's well. The Lubricating Oil Company had the usual holdings necessary for drilling wells,
but also established an oil refinery, which was the first refinery in Texas.»'
By 1890, with the increase of production in Pennsylvania, it was recognized
that production at Oil Springs was not exceptionally profitable and the field
was abandoned.
Leah Hardeman Wilson, the mother of the late Benton Wilson of Nacogdoches, wTiting to the Sentinel in 1914 tells of the oil boom in Oil Springs. The
Wilsons lived near Melrose and when her children were small in the late
1870's she persuaded her husband to go on a camping trip to Oil Springs.
They had difficulty in finding the way. and when they finally found the
springs there was such a growth of weeds and brush that they were afraid
of snakes. After one night at Oil Springs, and experiencing a rain storm,
all of the family was more than anxious to return home. Then in about 1887,
Mrs. Wilson visited Oil Springs again, and:
The whole place was alive with tents, houses, oil derricks and
men, women, and children. Husband sold groceries there with
Mettauer. Charley Bird (colored) ran a hack to Nacogdoches and
back every day, bringing and can-ying passengers to Oil City for
it was now a little city. Oil excitement ran high, the oil company
had a large boarding housej their men made barrels and tubs at
the factory; hammers and saws were heard in every direction,
with a shingle machine running with the rest in 1887. Now the
place is dead (1914) but the railroad runs by the site of the
spring.After Barret's failure to produce oil and the accompanying financial losses
he entered the mercantile business in Melrose as a partner with Blackstone
Hardeman. The mercantile business was not entirely successful and at
Barret's death he owned one hundred and eight acres oC land. Barret's
mother at one time owned a tremendous acreage and his wife inherited a
large estate."
Lyne T. Barret died in his home at Melrose, March 23, 1913, at the age o'!
eighty. Angelina Barret died April 4, 1920 at the age of seventy-eight. Both
are buried in the Melrose Cemetery.
History records many instances in which the pioneer reaped little benefit
from his ideas, his vision, his energy, and his investments. Those who came
later received the profits.
Lyne Barret was such a pioneer.
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COLUMBUS MARIO "DAD" JOINER
AND THE EAST TEXAS OIL BOOM
JOE L. WHITE

Whatever the story history records for the East Texas Oil Field, it will
surely be one written around the figure of Columbus Marion "Dad" Joiner,
seventy-year-old wildcatter, whose discovery of oil in Rusk County, Texas,
in 1930 marked the opening of the world's largest oil field.' As Christopher
Columbus had discovered a new world but received little financial reward
for his deed, so it was that Columbus Joiner opened a new world whose
wealth was to be acquired by others. Like countless other wildcatters before
him, Joiner never realized great wealth from his efforts. It is the purpose
of this article to tell of the trials and tribulations which "Dad" Joiner
endured, as he followed a dream that became only a partial reality.
Columbus Marion Joiner, son of James and Lucy Joiner, was born near
Center Star, Lauderdale County, Alabama, on March 12, 1860. Known by
all in his later life as "Dad," Joiner was reared in humble surroundings
during the midst of the Civil War, and was said to have had only seven
weeks of fonnal schooling.1 Self-taught, Joiner as a young man, tried the
mercantile business in Center Star for a brief period, but soon grew tired
of tending store. As a man on the move-a trait that Joiner would often
exhibit in his later career-he crossed the nearby boundary into Tennessee,
where he established a law practice in 1883. Little is known of Joiner's
career as an attorney; however, he evidently gained enough recognition
to be elected to the Tennessee legislature in 1889, where he served for
one term.'
In 1897, Joiner moved to Ardmore, Indian Territory, just on the eve of
the search of oil in what was to later become, southern Oklahoma.· Soon
after his arrival there, Joiner was promoting his first oil well, near Earls.boro, in what would later become the Seminole Field. However, Joiner's
first attempt at wildcatting ended in failure, when he was forced to abandon
the hole at a depth of 150 feet. The failure was attributed to a lack of
finances, a problem that would plague Joiner the rest of his life as a wildcatter.1
"Dad" Joiner was not the first to suspect that there was oil beneath the
sandy loam of Rusk County, Texas. Exploration for oil in the county began
as early as 1911, when O. P. Boynton, an experienced oil man, became interested in the area. Boynton successfully aroused an interest among local
residents, and organized the Millville Oil Company with 189 shareholders.
When adequate funds were raised, the county's first oil well was drilled,
located about nine miles northeast of Henderson, near the community of
Millville. After drilling to a considerable depth to no avail, the well was
abandoned. With the aid of local residents, Boynton was able to start a
second well near the first site, but like the first, it also proved to be a
duster.' Other wells were later drilled nf'ar the community of Pine Hill,
about ten miles east of Henderson, but these too proved to be failures.'
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It was not until 1915 that efforts were renewed in the search for oil in
Rusk County, when a well was drilled west of Overton, in western Rusk
County. The well proved to be dry, as did a second attempt drilled a few

months later.'
In 1919, three Oklahoma City oil men named McFarland, Smith and
Glover, acquired mineral leases on twenty thousand acres in the western
part of Rusk County. It appears, however, that the activity of these men
was purely promotional, as most of the leases were taken to Oklahoma City
and sold for a profit. Some of these leases were sold to Columbus Marion
Joiner, a resident of Ardmore, Oklahoma. Joiner was a well known figure
in Oklahoma oil circles, after his Oklahoma Star Oil Company had brought
in the first oil well for the Cement Field in 1917.'
There is no record that Joiner had ever been in East Texas before. When
he bought the leases from McFarland and his associates in 1919, he knew
little about them except their location, the bulk of which were in northwestern Rusk County, between Henderson and Overton. Soon after his purchase, Joiner carne to Rusk County to take a first hand look at his newly
acquired leases. His interest was so great that he began leasing additional
acreage in the area, and his activity did not go unnoticed. Local residents,
aroused by the thought of an oil well, agreed to help Joiner finance the
drilling of a test well. The necessary timber for the derrick platform was
cut, but the logs were to go unused as the well was never started. Joiner,
for reasons unknown, had returned to Oklahoma and would not return to
the area until 1925. 10
The return of Joiner to East Texas is a stirring story of drama and suspense. Writers in the field of oil history have been confronted with numerous
tales of oil being discovered in a certain place due to directions received
in a dream. Most of these accounts have been dismissed as folklore. However, Samuel W. Tait has stated in his book, The Wildcatters, that "an
occasional phenomena in oil finding that eludes scientific explanation have
been the coincidences where productive wells have been located according
to directions received in dreams." Mody C. Boatwright admits in his book,
Folklore 01 the Oillndu8try, that "apparently oil has been found as a result
of clrea ms. . . ." 11
According to one person who knew "Dad" Joiner, a dream was to playa

vital role in his search for oil in Rusk County. l\'1att H. Barton, well known
Henderson attorney, recalls a story that Joiner "told on a number of occasions." As Barton recalls, Joiner became despondent during a visit to Galveston in earl).' 1926. As Joiner walked along the seawall and watched the
surf pound on the rocks below, he thought about ending his life and troubles
by throwing himself onto the jagged rocks and drowning himself. Exhausted
from travel, Joiner lay down to rest under a full moon and fell asleep listening to the water below. While he slept, Joiner dreamed that he would
discover "a big oil field in East Texas!" Joiner's dream was l iSO vivid" that
after awakening, he was able to sketch the details on a sheet of paper.
Joiner then returned to East Texas on foot to search for the place that fit
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his dream. Traversing the area with sketch in hand, Joiner searched for
the gently rolling hills covered with timber and the small stream depicted
in his dream. He found the object of his search on the farm of Mrs. Daisy
Bradford, located about seven miles west of Henderson. As Mr. Barton
recalls, Joiner came into the Overton drug store one evening and said, "Boys,
I have found the place'" Joiner took a room at the Walter Tucker home in
Overton, and then set out to secure backing for an oil well. 'J By August,
1927, Joiner, then sixty-seven years old, had acquired mineral leases on
ten thousand acres of land in the Juan Ximine survey, including the 970 acre
farm of Mrs. Daisy Bradford.'~
Although "Dad" Joiner was a wildcatter, he was not above using the
advice of a professional geologist. It was only fitting that he should call
on his old friend, Dr. A. D. Lloyd, who was then residing in Fort Worth,
Texas. This friendship is said to have dated back to 1917, when Joiner had
hired Lloyd to assist him in staking the location for what proved to be
the discovery well for the Cement Pool in Caddo County, Oklahoma.'·
After conferring with Dr. Lloyd, Joiner decided to drill his first well on
the Bradford farm, two miles il'om the site which the geologist had suggested. Whether the geologist approved of Joiner's decision is unknown."

From left to right: Laseter, the driller,
Daisy Bradford, "Dad" Joiner
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The eyes of Rusk County were on the Bradford farm, as interested citizens
gathered to watch this "Shakespeare-quoting" wildcatter drill an oil weUl
Many of the old-timers, recalling the past failures, calmly predicted that
Joiners test would be just another du.ster for the area. This leasing had
been going on for a decade or more, and nothing ever seemed to come of it.
It probably appeared to many that the much talked about oil existed only
in the imagination of wildcatters like Joiner. Their pessimism was not
wholly unfounded, when one considers that many of them had lived in this
area all their lives. under conditions of near poverty. As a complacent. rural
folk, they earned a living off the soil, raising their crops of cotton, com
and sweet "tators." When asked about the yield of his corn crop, a farmer
might answer that he "figured twenty jugs to the acre." ..
As Joiner prepared to drill the first well, he was confronted with a number of problems There was the problem of financing the drilling operations,
as many prospective investors were dubious of Joiner's venture. Their doubts
were caused, indirectly at least, by the reports of oil company geologists and
government experts, which had concluded that there was no oil in the area
of Joiner's leases. t1
By August, 1927, Joiner had sold enough interests in the block and shares
in the well to allow him to start drilling operations. Most of the money
came from those who could least affOl.'d the risk, but who had resolute faith
in Joiner. As Matt H. Barton recalls, "those who could have afforded to back
Joiner, refused. It " Equipped with a wooden derrick, a second-hand rotary
outfit, and two mis-mated boilers, the old wildcatter began drilling his first
well. Six months after the first well was started, the drill bit jammed and
Joiner was forced to abandon the hole at a depth of 1,098 feet. Tom Jones
of Henderson, who worked for Joiner on the first well, gave the following
account:
Most of the drillers were county boys. I was to drill the well and
Joiner was to raise the money by selling leases. I did not have
enough money of my own to finish the well, but I met the payroll
for a time. Joiner never could raise any money so I would sell
leases and run the well for a while. For a time we lived in tents
and paid the crews in leases.
. . . It was always the same old thing_not enough money. We

were all broke. All. Times were hard and South America was the
only place I knew to get money. I borrowed money to get out of
town and with my Super-Six Hudson went to ew Orleans."
Although disgruntled and dismayed, "Dad" Joiner was not to be denied
his dream. After conferring with his geologist, Dr. Lloyd, Joiner decided
to skid the rig a hundred feet northwest of the first well site and start a
second well. Financial problems delayed the drilling of the second well, as
Joiner had trouble finding enough people interested in buying leases or units
in his well. Even those people who felt there might be oil on Joiner's leases.
were said to have had serious doubts that Joiner would ever reach it with
his antiquated equipment.a
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Drilling operations on the second well were started in April, 1928, and
after eleven months of intermittent drilling, Joiner's crew had only reached
a depth of 2,518 feet. At that depth drilling operations were again shut
down, while Joiner went to Houston to purchase needed equipment and hire,
if possible, a professional driller. At a Houston supply house, Joiner was
advised to contact E. C. Laseter, who had recently completed several gas
wells in the Houston area. Joiner met and persuaded Laseter to work on
the Bradford well, at a salary of six dollars a day in cash and four dollars
a day in lease interests. When the new drilIer arrived at the weIl site, he
examined the equipment and advised Joiner to abandon the hole Bnd make
a fresh start. Joiner argued that it would be impossible, as he did not have
the money necessary to start a third well, but Laseter finally won out, and
the Bradford No.2 was abandoned like its predecessor.2\
At the point where lesser men would have succumbed to the pressures
and thrown up their hands in despair. Joiner continued to sink every cent
he could acquire into a third well. The story of Joiner's third wen is some·
what of a tragedy and may be illustrated by pointing out that he had comparatively little interest in either his original ten thousand acre block or the
well, as he had sold these in order to finance the drilling operations.zz
On May 7, 1929, Joiner along with his geologist, Dr. Lloyd, and his newly
acquired driller, E. H. Laseter and the crew put skids under the wooden
derrick and moved it downhill about three hundred feet northwest of the
original well.%J The story is told that the widow Bradford refused to allow
Joiner to drill on the site selected by Dr. Lloyd, for it was too close to her
garden site. It appears that Dr. Lloyd was unhappy with the intervention
of Mrs. Bradford, for he left Joiner and the well, and returned to Fort
Worth, where he remained until the oil sand had been reached. 24
It was with extreme difficulty that Joiner, now approaching seventy,
started his third well. Driving his "new" secORd-hand Model A Ford, Joiner
continued to scour the southwest for additional backing.:as He had been operating on 'lfaith and cuss words" for three years now, wrestling with inadequate funds and makeshift equipment, and it seemed that his wildcatting
dayS in Rusk County were numbered. Joiner's back was to the wall but he
was still determined. There were so many shutdowns On the third well that
an oil company sc::mt, who visited the well twenty times, claimed that he
never once found the crew drilling.-

Joiner's third well attracted little publicity outside the area of Rusk
County, but local residents came to watch as the well was spudded in on
May 8, 1929. They came in wagons and old Ford cars, which lined the narrow
dirt road that passed in front of the Bradford farm.:1'7 As the drilling operations on the third well got underway, it appeared that the well would be
drilled in record speed. On May 11, the Henderson Times carried a story
praising the work of Laseter and his crew, for having drilled over twelve
hundred feet the first two days.- But as usual, the work then began to
progress more slowly. Due to a lack of operating capital, work On the well
was carried on by a single crew, working the day shift. Financial difficulties
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delayed the progress on the third well, as Joiner could not find enough
people interested in buying leases or units in his welL Harry Hotchkin, a
journalist with the Satllrday Evening Post, captured one local resident's
contempt of Joiner's wildcatting venture. The old timer talked with Hotchkin as they stood a few feet from the well site. Hotchkin later Quoted him
as saying:
Can't see why a guy like Joiner, drilling wildcats all his life
and broke, should pick this East Texas graveyard with all its dry
holes. He may get oil, but he hasn't after trying four years . . .
only a little sand. Joiner is getting his pecan gap (groceries) out
of the natives. He's drilling for a meal ticket that's all. Seen it done
before. Can't fool mej I am going back home."

Figure on extreme left is Dan Tanner the K egro roustabout.
Standing second from right is Laseter the driller.
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As Joiner's finances continued to dwindle, it became increasingly difficult
for him to pay his creditors or his crew, and he continued exchanging stock
for labor and supplies. The exchange of leases for labor sometimes created
a problem, as the men who had less faith in the well than Joiner, usually
preferred their money on Saturday night to promises of an interest in the
well, if and when the well came in. Although the crews changed often, a
few of the workers stuck with Joiner, working without pay. Dan Tanner,
the Negro roustabout, worked with Joiner on all three wells and continued
to haul wood without pay. Besides Tanner, others included Mr. and Mrs.
Walter Tucker and Allen Pilgreen. Tucker, cashier of the First State Bank
at Overton, worked on the rig in the afternoon after the bank closed. Mrs.
Tucker oIten cooked for the crew under a tent set up close to the well site."
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Photograph showing Laseter (third (rom right)
with members of his crew.
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By January. 1930, the well was at a depth of only 1,530 feet. Bad weather
Bnd mechanical problems kept the drilling shut down until April, when
drilling operations were resumed. By the first. of September, 1930, the drill
was pushing 3,500 feet and still no sign of the oil that Joiner knew was
there. Things were beginning to look gloomy for the No.3 Daisy Bradford,
as the well was already at the depth that Dr. Lloyd had predicted the oil
sand would be tapped. J' Joiner, in Dallas trying to secure additional financing
for the operation, instructed Laseter to continue drilling. The wildcatter's
faith paid off. On Friday, September 5, the drill bit pierced the Woodbine
formation and the core came up with a show of oil. The hole at this point
was logged at 3,536 feet; when it reached the depth of 3,592 feet, Laseter
prepared to make a drill stem test.:D

Typical scene at the No.3 Daisy Bradford well site.
It was reported that an estimated crowd of one thousand people gathered
to watch the test, which was made at nine o'clock Friday night. The onlookers were not disappointed, as they watched the stream of oil shoot over
the top of the ninety foot derrick. D Upon hearing of the successful drill stem
test, 0 ... Lloyd returned to the well site from Fort Worth, to assist in completing the well. Lloyd, posing with Joiner for newspaper photographers,
was quoted as saying: "Boys, this is the fourth time Joiner has found pay
sand upon my recommendation, and we're not going to let it get away
from him this time.'J1.I
Joiner \-.,'as not able to bring the well in until the necessary easing could
be obtained and towered. Meanwhile, Laseter obtained a modem rig from
nearby Lindale, Texas.~ Joiner's long sought dream was quickly materializing
after months of mental anxiety. News of Joiner's success spread rapidly and
folks from miles around quickly converged on the Bradford farm to await
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the big moment. On Friday night, October 3, the No. 3 Daisy Bradford
came i~ sending a stream of oil over the crown block, while several thousand spectators looked on. 1Io
Mrs. Jimmy Harris of Hendenon has given an eye witness account of
the well as it Ilblew in" on that fateful October evening.
I was there when the well came in. Mr. Tom Arnold took me up
to the well only a few minutes before the well blew over the top.
Mr. Laseter anowed me to place my handkerchief over the bole,
and the gas rising from below caused tbe handkerchief to billow up.
All of a sudden we heard a low rumble from beneath us. Mr. Arnold
told me, 'we better get off the platform.' We had hardly gotten off
the platfonn when oil began to gush out of the hole. Suddenly oil
blew over the top. Mr. Rade Kangerga, standing next to me, turned
and asked: 'is it really oU?' Tben someone began to yell: 'Put out
your cigarettes! Put out your cigarettes!' It was a miracle that we
were not all blown up.»
It was a tense moment for all who watched as the welt blew in, throwing
a spray of gas and oil over the top of the derrick. Joiner was upal e with
excitement as be leaned for support against the derrick...• The watching
crowd roared its approval of the man responsible for it all.

E. H. Laseter, driller of the third well, gave a descriptive account of the
difficulties he faced:
I don't know how we ever got the well down. This was the hardest
well I ever drilled-the machinery was almost impossible and yet
I had good luck at all times with the hole. Only one or two minor
fishing jobs; the hole didn't cave in. I was expecting it to cave on
me at any time, for we had no money to buy casing with.
I got no salary for months and months at a time. When I did get
paid I put it right back in the well, paying for repairs and other
things. For this, Joiner, who is, I think, a mighty fine man, just
as sincere as anyone I have ever known, gave me a 40-.acre lease
a little over a quarter of a mile from the well but a royalty interest,
a one-fourth interest, in 100 acres close to the well.On October 4, 1930, the newly organized Henderson Daily News published
its first edition with the headline---Joiner's Wildcat A Gusher. A front-page
article predicted the Joiner discovery would be a "headline for the Associated
Press and other news agencies for days."«:1 The Dallas Morning New. of
October 4, carried the story of Joiner's discovery weB on the front page,
but it was not treated as the major news story. On October 5, the Dallas
Morning New. relegated the Joiner story to the Sports Section:'
As the fever continued to mount, newspapers helped to spread the excitement by carrying daily accounts of the events of Rusk County. Three days
after the well came in, the Dallas Morning New. described the activity as
followR:
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By the following Saturday people from all sections rushed to the
new field. Experienced writers sought futilely to describe this
human avalanche. A Henderson observer told of seeing a string of
automobiles miles long on the Henderson-Tyler highway. The entire
distance from Henderson to the new well. almost seven miles, was
crowded to such an extent that cars could only make four to six
miles an hour. Q

News of the Joiner discovery spread across the nation like a pralJ'le fire
swept by a brisk March wind. Within a week, Henderson, county seat of
Rusk County, was transformed into a typical "boom" town, as oil men from
all sections rushed into the area. Wanting to get in on the oil play, oilmen
moved their machinery into the area from adjacent Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas and Oklahoma oil fields. The depression which had caused much fear
and poverty was almost forgotten, as the East Texas area suddenly awoke
like a sleepinlr lriant.~
EAST TEXAS

OIL FIELD

The East Tens Oil Field
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Miss Myrtis Watkins, a Henderson school teacher, was away on a vacation
in the summer of 1930. Upon her return to Henderson a few days after the
Joiner well was completed, she was startled by the activity taking place in
Henderson. She recalls, "We could not drive through the square due to all
of the cars and people milling about."'" Henderson was indeed a scene of
pandemonium, as a newspaper clipping at the time reveals:
This whole section is seething with oil excitement. The town is
intoxicated. The short cotton crop and the shorter prices are forgotten. The drouth hasn't been mentioned in a week,45
October, usually the time for harvesting cotton crops, saw the local farmers let their crops go untouched.
Farmers who owned the cotton were too busy seeking better and
better prices for leases and royalties on their poor farm lands....
The cotton went unpicked, but few worried. 'Good-bye hard times!'
was the slogan among farmers, as many figuratively thumbed their
noses at the stunted cotton stalks feebly beckoning them . . .
Speculators, traders and those who had no money with which
either to speculate or trade, thronged the streets of Henderson,
making every day look like Circus Day. The Oil Exchange was a
scene of confusion and frenzied activity from early morning until
well into the night. Traders with check books under one arm and
a map under the other, thronged the streets, button-holing each
other and farmers who still had leases and royalty to sell....
There was brisk trading in leases and royalties. Properties that could
have been bought earlier for as little as ten dollars per acre were now
selling for eight hundred to one thousand dolalrs per acre. Leases that
Joiner had sold to local farmers for ten dollars per acre in 1929, were now
selling for $10,000, with the leasee keeping an interest in any well drilled
on the tract.o
Soon after the No.3 Daisy Bradford was completed, "Dad" Joiner decided

to sell a part of his remaining leases. On November 30, 1930, the Dallas
Morning News reported that Joiner sold four thousand acres of his leases
in Rusk County to L. H. (sic) Hunt of EI Dorado, Arkansas, for more than
$1,250,000. Associated with Hunt in this purchase were several Dallas
businessmen, including A. V. Lane, F. S. Davis, J. T. Cook, and J. H. Shelton.A man who was ever on the move, Joiner left Rusk County to carry his
wildcatting efforts into neighboring Van zandt County. With a portion of
the money acquired from the Hunt transaction, he bought the mineral
leases on a three thousand acre tract near Grand Saline, Texas. It was reported in June, 1931, that "Dad" Joiner was again drilling a well, located
on the T. B. Meeks farm, seven miles west of Grand Saline."
Joiner's sale to Hunt would appear to have made him a wealthy man.
However, the Oklahoma wildcatter was soon beset with legal problems
which would keep him in the courts until 1940. It will be recalled that
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Joiner had otten paid his erew and creditors with certificates of interest,
when he had been unable to meet the payroll while drilling the discovery
well. John C. Tips, a friend of Joiner's, said that Joiner gave so many of
these certificates of interest. and assignments that it was doubtful if Joiner knew just what he owed or what he had signed away.so In 1934, Joiner
said more than 150 lawsuits had been filed against him. n In his court battles, Joiner sued, and was sued by the driller of the discovery well, E. C.
Laseter. Riches also brought to a close the friendship between Joiner and
his geologist, Dr. A. D. Lloyd. When success was finally attained, instead
of cementing their friendship, they went into court over their respective
rights."
Leaving the East Texas Oil Field, Joiner moved to Dallas, Texas, to live
out the remaining years of his life in relative obscurity. Death came to the
legendary wildcatter on March 27, 1947, after an extended illness of several
months. On March 29, Joiner was buried at the Hillcrest Mausoleum in
Dallas.SJ
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193.
tMrs. Jimmy Harris with the writer, Henderson, Texas, March 27, 1967;
Dallas Morning News, August 30, 1936, s. I, p. 12, c. 1.
'lbid.
'It was later found that these two wells were about a quarter-mile west
of the field's edge. Ceeil Richey, "A History of Rusk County, Texas." (unpublished M.A. Thesis, Stephen F. Austin State College, Nacogdoches, Texas, 1951). 123.
"Rister, Oil! Titan 0/ the Southwest, 193; Tait, The WildcatteTB, 142.
'OJJaTry Harter, East Texas Oil Parade. (San Antonio, 1934),47.
llTnit, The Wildcatter8. 73-74; Mody C. Bontr:ght. Folklore 0/ the Oil 111.d118trl/. (Dallas, 1963), 11.
"Matt H. Barton with the writer, Henderson, Texas, March 29, 1967.
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appears to this writer that the above account is misleading. The general
consensus of those persons who were living in the area at the time of the
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THE ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIANS
IN LAMAR COUNTY, TEXAS
Dodd Vernon
The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, although it had become by
the 1950's larger and more active than at any time in its history, has not
been represented in Texas since 1908 when its Texas Presbytery was transferred to the United Presbyterian Church. For at least thirty·four years
prior to that transfer, however, the denomination was active in Lamar County, Texas. This sketch of the highlights of that activity draws information
from The Centennial History and The Sesquicentennial History of the denomination; from "The Presbyterians in Northeast Texas to 1920" by Marshall Vanderburg; from minutes of the General Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, and of the General Assembly of the United
Presbyterian Church; from The History of Lamar County by A. W. Neville;
and from personal recollections by Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Lee, and Mrs. Sam
Fall, Mrs. A. L. McCaslan and others. The assistance of Miss Janie Whitesides in collecting some of the data has been invaluable.

I-Westward Movement to Texas
As the westward tide of migration brought settlers from Southern
states into Texas from the 1820's onward, it included many members of the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.' The movement of people from
the older states of the South was accelerated following the Civil War, because of a variety of reasons. The one-crop cotton economy of the times,
and the absence in general of modern soil conservation practices, had worn
out the farms in some areas. Growing population and diminishing opportunities caused many ambitious younger men to look for greener fields.
The war had ruined the houses and plantations of many families. Harsh
methods of the Reconstruction led thousands of persons to seek Western
homes where they hoped to find more freedom. The panic of 1873 intensified
the post-war depression in the South, and provided an additional impetus to
migration.
To these people, Texas looked like a solution to their problems. Rich,
virgin soil could be bought in Lamar County, in an unimproved state, for
from $3 to $8 an acre, it was proclaimed in a Texas and Pacific Railroad,
brochure printed in 1881. Improved land in the same county was available
at from $8 to $25 an acre. Ta.xes were described as being very low. Pictures in the advertising pamphlet showed a new brick courthouse in Paris,
the Lamar County seat; a fine school building at Honey Grove, a short
distance west; and the Presbyterians' Austin College in the same region of
the state. J Such attractions must have had strong appeal to Associate Reformed Presbyterians in the states east of the Mississippi River.
Although the Associate Reformed Presbyterians came in total numbers
which were relatively large, especially from the Carolinas, their arrival
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was by small groups which were widely scattered. In Texas, they were dispersed over the state from the coastal plains to the Red River which
separated Texas from Indian Territory. Often they settled in numbers too
small to form a congregation. Ministers sent out by the denomination's
General Synod or by its Board of Home Missions traveled about Texas,
preaching in communities where they found members settled. l

•

ll-The Lama" Church at Roxton

•

In 1874, it is recorded in The Centennial History. one such small, unorganized group in Lamar County was visited by one of the General
Synod's home missionaries, the Rev. James Little Young, Jr. Mr. Young,
a native of Due West, South Carolina, made his home, during his Texas
travels, with the Rev. T. J. Bonner, a pioneer Associate Reformed Presbyterian Missionary who lived in Freestone County, Texas. Mr. Young traveled by pony, ranging from near the Gulf of Mexico to Indian Territory,
preaching in schoolhouses, in homes or wherever he could. His later life
was to be devoted largely to the pastorate of the Monticello, Arkansas,
A.R.P. Church.~
In 1880, a group of Associate Reformed Presbyterians in Lamar County
-presumably the same ones visited six years earlier by the Rev. Mr.
Young-reformed themselves into a congregation known simply as the
Lamar Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. Thi.s little group, located
at Roxton, in the southwest part of the county, elected as their elders
Thomas Ware and W. B. Ware, both of whom had come there from Starkville, Mississippi.'
The Wares, in fact, made up most of the membership of the little church,
'for the General Synod's minutes of its meeting in September, 1880, reported that the Lamar Church comprised three families totaling seven in.
dividuals. They paid for ministerial support during the year a total of $12.
It took a great deal of faith and optimism to report, in those same minutes, that the Lamar Church "seems to be a very hopeful field.'''' The Rev.
Horace Rabb, who had grown up attending the historic Old Brick Church
in Fairfield County, South Carolina, must have preached to them, for
Lamar County is known to have been among the areas to which he traveled
and ministered as a horne missionary from the spring of 1880 to the fall
of 1881. Possibly he was present to d,1rect the organization of the Lamar
Church in 1880. Mr. Rabb in later years served his longest pastorate at
the Richland A.R.P. Church of Tennessee, and he was one of the organizers
of what is now the Tucker, Georgia, A.R.P. Church?
Regular supply for the pulpit of the little Lamar Church never ceased to
be a problem, however, during the congregation's brief existence of five
or six years. The General Synod's minutes in 1881 show that the Rev.
Robert Emmette Patterson of Lovelady, Texas, found time that year to
visit and minister to the people of the Lamar Church at Roxton. The time
he could spare for what was in those days an extremely long trip must
have been short. He was, at the same time. serving A.R.P. churches in
LoveladYl Hardin and Prairie Valley.' Mr. Patterson, a native of Burke
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County, Georgia, was a relative of the Rev. William Little who had gone
to Navarro County, Texas, in 1874 as the General Synod's first officially
appointed home missionary to this state. He himself-Robert E. Patterson
-had' been doing missionary work in Texas since 1878, living in Lovelady
where in 1879 he organized a church of which he was installed as pastor
in 1884. He continued to make long missionary journeys of 300 and 400 miles
to visit small groups of Associate Reformed Presbyterians such as those in
Lamar County.'
The General Synod of 1881 heard a request from Lamar Church that the
Rev. William Hemphill Millen "be sent to them for a brief time. U1O Mr. Millen, originally from Chester County, South Carolina, and an A.R.P. missionary in Texas from 1880 to 1883, had married a sister of the Rev. Horace
Rabb who visited the church at Roxton in 1880 or 1881, or possibly in both
years. There is no record, however, to indicate whether Mr. Millen was
sent to preach at the Lamar Church in accordance with the request made to
the General Synod. 11 The Synod of 1881 did, however, place Dr. Daniel
Washington Reid on the Lamar field by adopting a report of the Committee on Domestic Missions which recommended "that Rev. D. W. Reid, if he
can see his way clear in the matter, be hereby appointed to the Texas Presbytery, with special attention to the Lamar field rll2
Dr. Reid, who had been living at Kerrville, Tennessee, apparently u saw
his way clear," for Marshall Vanderburg's account of Northeast Texas
Presbyterianism says Dr Reid Uvisited" Associate Reformed Presbyterians in
Lamar County in 1882." General Synod minutes of 1882 reveal that Dr.
Reid was paid from home mission funds for service on sixteen Sabbaths,
in the amount of $128 salary and $40 travel expenses. 1•
This discovery of the records of Dr. Reid's services in Lamar County
helps to some extent in clearing up what has been, to the denomination's
official historians, the mystery of what happened to one of the Church's
most unusual ministers in his later years. Born in Newberry District, South
Carolina, Dr. Reid practiced medicine eighteen years before he entered
the ministry. The Centennial History has no information On his activities
after 1878 when he completed eight years as pastor at Richland, Tennessee. Nor does The Slllsquictmtennial History, which says, "Of other pastorates and preaching points we do not have record. But be was living in 1903,
when The Centlll1mial History was written. This seems to leave approximately
25 years, possibly more, when he was probably serving somewhere, but
we have been unable to learn the history of those years. u
The record of Dr. Reid's ministry in 1882 in Lamar County helps fill this
gap to the extent that it is known he was active as a home missionary four
years after leaving the Richland pastorate. This was a temporary thing
for the Lamar Church, however. The 1882 minutes of the General Synod
list, as being assigned to the Lamar Church, the Rev. R. E. Patterson who
was still making long missionary trips to care for small churches.'· In
1884, the supply minister for the Lamar Church is listed in the Synod's
minutes as being another Patterson-the Rev. E. E. Patterson-who was
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to be, later. a major figure in the denominations development elsewhere
in Lamar County."
The little Lamar Church never had as many as a score of members.
Founded in 1880 with three families and seven members, by 1881 it had
added one family and four members for a total of eleven. It recorded five
baptisms that year. Promising a ministerial salary of $40, it paid only $16,
with an additional $3.50 to the Synod's fund and $2.80 for foreign missions. 11
During 1882 the Lamar Church reached its high point. That year, when
both the Rev. R. E. Patterson and Dr. Reid filled the pulpit, they reported
seven accessions, bringing the membership to six families totaling eighteen
individuals." There was a reason for this upsurge, and for a subsequent
decline which was just as rapid. That reason was a new migration of Associate reformed Presbyterians from the East which, as we shall see, resulted in formation elsewhere in Lamar County of the only permanent
church of the denomination in the county.

•

•

The General Synod in 1884 did not receive a statistical report from the
Roxton Church. The 1885 report reveals a shrinkage to three families, with
a total of eight members.a The minutes of the General Synod in 1886 carried
a Texas Presbytery report which said the Lamar Church had been "disorganized," this action being taken "with a view of making a new organization in a different locality."ll The Roxton Church had not built its own house
of worship and hence it would have had little to move, however, "the new
organization in a different locality," so far as is known, never took place.

HI-Migration From Bethany
In the meantime, the month of December, 1881, had seen the movement of
a colony of South Carolinians to Lamar County which was to result two
years later in the organization of the second Associate Reformed Presby·
terian Church in that county. This was the Chicota Church, which was the
only one of its denomination to prosper and grow in the county, or indeed
in all of Northeast Texas. Of about a dozen Associate Reformed Presbyterian Churches organized in Texas, the one at Chicota is believed to be the
only one which outgrew home mission status and became self-supporting
while an A.R.P. church. It was to have a well known and widely patronized
school established in connection with it, and was to entertain the General
Synod of the Church within thirteen years after its organization-the only
time the supreme governing body of this denomination has ever met in
Texas.
The new settlers did not go direcUy to Chicota, however, but settled first
in the Southwest part of Lamar Cou,ty, in the neighborhood of the Lamar
Church. A year before the move was made from South Carolina, two representatives of the prospective colonists arrived in Texas to take a look at
prospects in this new land. They were J. J. L. Gill and Robert A. Black, both
members of Bethany Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in York
County, South Carolina." In view of the area they selected for the colony,
they almost certainly consulted during their reconnaissance trip with the
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Wares of the Lamar Church. As a result of their trip to If spy out the land,"
the two Bethany men decided that the farm lands of Lamar County would
be a suitable new home for the large group of York County people who
wished to come to Texas. It is very likely the anticipated arrival of reinforcements from Bethany caused the Texas Presbytery to report at the 1880
General Synod meeting that Lamar was a "very hopeful field."
The South Carolinions migrating to Texas chartered freight cars in which
they placed their entire worldly possessions. The Associate Reformed Presbyterians in the group numbered eighteen-the Gill, Black and Joseph Jenkins families-six communicant members and twelve children.u Bethany,
which was organized in 1797, and was one of the oldest churches in the
denomination, stood almost in the shadow of historic King's Mountain, site
of the famous battle of the American Revolution at which Presbyterian elders were prominent among the leaders of the victorius patriot forces. The
Bethany Church expected long service from its members for most of the
eighteen who set out in 1881 for a new home in Texas had known only one
pastor-the Rev. Ebenezer Erskine Boyce who at the time the group left
had served the Bethany congregation for thirty-two years.:a. The eighteen
colonists from the Bethany A.R.P. Church were, however, only part of the
group which traveled together. Marshall Vandenburg, in his sketch of
Northeast Texas Presbyterianism, says there was a total of eight families
with sixty-six persons.15 Mrs. Sam Falls, who in 1964 was ninety-two years
old and was then one of only two surviving members of Ole group which
came from York County," recalled, however, that there were seventy-four
persons-.seventy-one of them white, and three Negroes.v
The group's departure by rail from York County was on Monday, December 14, 1881. It is most probable that the services at Bethany the day
before had included earnest prayer by Mr. Boyce for the safety and welfare
of these members and their families leaving to begin a new life in Texas.
Mrs. Falls, then Alice Jenkins, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jenkins,
was eight years old at the time. Other daughters of this family were
Rebecca and Nannie. Mrs. Falls recalled crossing the Mississippi River by
ferry. The train arrived in Paris, county seat of Lamar County, on Saturday, December 19. The pious Associate Reformed Presbyterians had timed
their trip so that no travel on the Sabbath would be necessary. No doubt
they rested at Paris on the Sabbath day following their arrival, probably
attending Presbyterian Church, U. S. (Southern), services there. Then they
set out by wagon caravan for the Roxton community on the black-land
prairies some twelve miles southwest of Paris. Roxton in those days was
somewhat east of its present location Rnd near the present community of
Howland which at that time did not exist. When the Santa Fe railroad was
built through Lamar County Roxton was moved to its present location on the
railroad. The colonists reached their destination in time to observe Christmas in the place which they were to call home for only a little more than
one year. The presence among the newcomers of six communicant members
of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church explains why the Lamar
Church at Roxton gained seven new members in 1882. This was the year
that the Rev. R. E. Patterson and Dr. Reid visited and preached.

38

East Texas Historical Journal

The comer of Lamar County which the Wares had selected as a place to
settle, and where the group from Bethany now joined them, ofCered a betterthan-average moral atmosphere for those rough days. In 1873, on petition
of the citizens of the Roxton community, the Texas Legislature had passed
a law prohibiting the sale of liquor within three miles of Roxton Chapel
and Seminary.- And on December 4, 1880, Precinct 2 which included Roxton
had voted 169 to 145 for total prohibition of liquor sales in the precinct."
The county court, as a result, ordered that after January 14, 1881, the
precinct should be dry-the first local option ever achieved by popular vote
in Lamar Count)", Very possibly the Wares took a leading part in this campaign to outlaw intoxicants. The arrival of the colony from South Carolina
came in the midst of a period of rapid growth for Lamar County. In 1870 the
United States census showed 15,790 persons in the county. In 1 0, the year
before the York County group arrived, the census recorded 27,193 inhabitants.
By 1890, the total had grown to 37,302. s

IV-The Removal to Chicota
Despite the hopes which had attended the settlement on the blacklands at
Roxton, some aspects of the situation apparently did not please the group so
recently uprooted from their homes amid the hills, streams and forests of
their native South Carolina. No doubt the treeless black prairies, which can
appear delightful when covered by spring flowers or fall harvests, can seem
less hospitable when cold Il northers" sweep across the country in the winter
-the season in which the newcomers arrived. The black dirt roads, before
the era of improved surfacing, often became impassable, and the Santa Fe
Raiload was not to be built through that section until six years later. J !
No doubt homesick, the settlers soon found nearby an area much closer
in appearance to their former home. It was at Chicota, in the same county
but fifteen miles north of Paris. Chicota was adjacent to the fertile Red
River bottom lands, but the residential community itself was located on
sandy, wooded hills, with flowing springs. The Associate Refonned Presbyterian portion of the colony moved to Chicota early in 1883, a little more
than a year after their arrival in Texas.J:7 One of the non-A.R.P. families
which went to Chicota at the same t:m'" was that of Alec Ford. JJ
The Chicota area was just emerging during those years from the pioneer
stage. John Terrell Wilkins, one of the Methodist residents who welcomed
the new neighbors from South Carolina and who soon was to donate the site
for t.he Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church building, had arrived from
Rutherford County, North Carolina, in the late 1860's or early 1870's, and
at that time had found panthers still roaming the neighborhood. Deer runs
led through the forest to the springs, one of those deer runs being close to
the A.R.P. Church site. Choctaw Indians from the Indian Territory across
Red River were stilI coming by ferry in the 1880's to trade at a store in
Chicota.
V -Organization 01 tke Chicota Church
At their new location, the former South Carolinians were visited in the
spring of 1883 by the Rev. Edwin Erskine Patterson,)o who was to be listed
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in the Synod's minutes for the next year, 1884, as supply minister {or the
Lamar Church at Roxton. The Chicota Church, which had been organized
by then, was listed in 1884 as a vacancy.:JS Mr. Patterson was a native of
Burke County, Georgia, and was a relative of the Rev. Robert Emmette
Patterson who a year earlier had visited the colony while it was at Hoxton.Edwin Erskine Patterson, who had been licensed to preach only the year
before, began serving the families at Chicota, as well as those at Roxton.:D'
It was under his leadership that they determined to establish a church of
their own. J. J. L. Gill, who had led his people to a new land like a modemday Moses, prepared a letter to the Texas Presbytery, whieh had been organized only seven years before, asking that a church be organized at
Chicota.The Texas Presbytery met that year at the Hardin County Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church, the first congregation of its denomination in
Texas in direct connection with the A.R.P. General Synod." (Strictly
speaking, the very first A.R.P Church to be organized in Texas was that
at a community called County Line in Freestone and Navarro counties,
which had entered into a temporary arrangement by which it was under
the care of a presbytery of another denomination, the Presbyterian Church
in the U.S.)CI The Hardin County Church, a weak unit which was to disintegrate in 1891, never built a house of its own, but held services in a
dilipidated union church building. Here in an isolated, sparsely settled section, amid deep forests still known as the Big Thicket, near the southeast
eorner of the state, the A.R.P. Texas Presbytery met in 1883. To this gathering Mr. Gill's request was presented. The reaction is related in Marshall
Vanderburg's sketch: UWhen the appeal was read, one old elder rose and
said, 'Brethren, that is the Maeedonian call, and here is five dollars to
help obey it.'''
The Presbytery thus approved the organization of a church in Chicota,
and directed the Rev. James McKinney Little to conduct its organization,
which he did in the fall of 1883"1 The minister, then fifty-five years old,
was a native of Jefferson County, Georgia, and before ordination at the
age of forty-seven had been a superintendent of public instruetion, lawyer
and prosecuting attorney at Andalusia, Alabama. He had moved to Milam
County, Texas, in 1876 to minister to small A.R.P. churches in that area, and
spent twenty years of hardship and self-denial in that ministry.a The Centennial History says that there were twelve charter members of the Chicota
Church.4 Marshall Vanderburg's sketch lists six of them by name: J. J. L.
Gill and his wife, Rebecca: Robert A. Black and his wife, Martha, and their
daughter, Mayme; and Mr. V. Lowrance." Others, as recalled by older
residents, were Joseph Jenkins, and his wife, Ellen Lucretia; three younger
members of the Black family-Bob, Mattie and W. A. J. (Will); and possibly one of the daughters of the Jenkins family. The Texas Presbytery's
report to the General Synod in 1884 showed membership of the Chicota
Church to be twelve persons, representing four families. The pulpit, the
report showed, was still vacant. There had been two infant baptisms, and
$40 had been paid for ministerial support.'"'
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It should be noted here that another Presbyterian denomination a few
years earlier had organized a church in the Chicota section. The Cumberland
Presbyterians, who until 1906 were the leading branch of Presbyterianism in
Northeast Texas, had organized Center Springs Cumberland Presbyterian
Church in the eastern part of the community about 1880. This church apparently reached its largest membership about 1900, when it totaled thirtyeight-about one-third the membership at that time of the Chicota Associate
Refonned Presbyterian Church. The union in 1906 of the greater part of
the Cumberland Presbyterian denomination with the Presbyterian Church,
U.S.A. (Northern). resulted in much dissatisfaction among Cumberland
Presbyterians in Tortheast Texas, and led to large losses in membership
for the combined church, so far as Northeast Texas congregations were
concerned. The Center Springs Church shared these losses, and by 1909 was
down to only five members. In 1915 it was dropped from the rolls of its
General Assembly.... Few of its members, however, seem to have gone into the
nearby Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.o

VI-Early Leaders at Chicota
It would be interesting to have a complete roster of elders, deacons, Sabbath School officers and other church officials of the Chicota Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church during this period. The only source for a
complete list, however, would be the Session minutes of the early years. Diligent inquiry has brought replies from the clerk of the Session, and from old
families in the church, and if the minutes exist their whereabouts are un·
known. This tragic loss, so typical of the state of records in many old
churches, means that the splendid and no doubt at times heroic services of
many of the pioneer families in this congregation can never be given their
deserved recognition. In the absence of the church records, such information
as is available from a variety of printed and verbal sources will be presented.
It is impossible, in most cases, to say exactly when the persons mentioned
came into the Chicota Church.
Elder J. J. L. Gill, who played so great a part in bringing the former
Bethany people to Texas and in getting a church organized at Chicota, was
a typical patriarch of the period. A vigorous. bewhiskered man, he was a
Confederate veteran, with one arm permanently damaged from a wartime
wound. For the rest of his life he s9.ved the Minie ball which had smashed his
arm. He served as a justice of the peace, and was known as "Squire" Gill."
He is listed in the Synod's minutes for 1887 as Chicota Sabbath School superintendent. He was Chicota's delegate to the Texas Presbytery meeting in
1887; to the General Synod of 1896 which met at Chicota, during which he
served on the Synod's Committee on Devotional Exercises; and to the General
Synod of 1897 which met at the Head Springs Church, Belfast, Tennessee,
during which he served on the Synod's Finance Committee.... Another prominent member of the Chieota church, Elder Robert A. Black, became a delegate
to the General Synod of 1888 which met at Pott's Station (now Pottsville),
Arkansas, and served on the Synod's Committee on Presbytery Reports. Sl
During the near·quarter of a eentury that the Chicota church remained in
connection with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, the following
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were among those who served as elders: S! Joseph Jenkins, \V. A. J. (Will)
Black (son of Robert), J. A. Y. Love, J. Kerr Oates, A. Leslie McCaslan,
John Boyd, John Millen Galloway, L. C. Claitor, J. E. Caldwell and James F.
\Vhitesides. n Details of their church activities are difficult to assemble but
infonnation on some of the work of these church leaders is available. Elder
Joseph J cokins came from a family active in the Associate Reionned Presbyterian Churches at Bethany and nearby communities. and members of the
family continue to be active in the Chicota church. Elder J. Kerr Oates, who
came to Chicota from Russellville, Arkansas, for some time led the singing
at the Chicota Church. He used a tuning fork to set the pitch for the Psalm
to be sung as no musical instrument was used at first for accompaniment of
the singing. When an organ was procured after several years, it was over
the opposition of at least one family. Presbyterians of that era were slow
to acknowledge any place for instrumental music in their worship services. In
1901 Mr. Oates went to Little Rock, and from 1909 to 1918 he lived near
Brighton, Tennessee, serving as superintendent of the denomination's Dunlap
Orphanage.ss Elder W. A. J. Black served for a time as the Sabbath School
superintendent of the Chicota Church. Elder J. A. Y. Love was for many
years clerk of the Session. Mr. Love and his brother Robert (father of Grier
Love who in recent years has been clerk of Session of the Chicota Presbyterian Church), came to this community from Pisgah Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church, Gastonia County, North Carolina. M~s. J. A. Y. Love
was the former Miss Emily "thitesides.

Elder A. Leslie McCaslan came originally from the historic old Long Cane
Associate Refonned Presbyterian Church in Abbeville County, South Caro.
lina, where the Presbytery of the Carolinas and Georgia was organized in
1790 and where the Second Presbytery was organized in 1801. He went first
to Milam County, Texas, where the A.R.P. pastor was the veteran Rev. J. M.
Little who some years earlier had presided at the organization of the Chicota
Church. After a year or so in Milam County, Mr. McCaslan moved in 1898
to Chicota, where in 1900 he married Miss Virginia Wilkins, daughter of the
man who had given the land for the new Associate Refonned Presbyterian
Church. Elder John Millen Galloway came to Chicota from Corsicana in 1901,
but returned to Corsicana in 1902. He was a brother of Mrs. Mary Galloway
Giffen, the first foreign missionary of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church. Elder James F. Whitesides came to Chicota from Gaston County,
North Carolina_from near the Bethany Church but across the state line
in South Carolina. The Whitesides arrived in Lamar County in 1893 with
their children Cindy, Elizabeth, John, Frank, Major and Mamie. Elder J. E.
Caldwell and his wife, who had been Miss Elizabeth \Vatson, came from one
of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Churches in NewberTY County, South
Carolina. Their sons, Joe, Boyce and Carroll, and their daughter Sarah who
became Mrs. J. L. Powell, were among the members of the Chicota Church
when it was still Associate Refonned. The Caldwell family, on coming to
Texas, went first to Anderson County, but since there was no A.R.P. Church
there, they moved on to Chicota.
The known list of deacons in the Chicota Associate Refonned Church is
most probably incomplete. It is likely that in addition to the names listed as
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deacons, some to the elders served in that capacity before being elevated to
the Session. Deacons included Tom Carder, from Rock Hill, South CaTolina i
Jim Lynch Irom Mississippi, who had been a Methodist until be married
a member of this church; Bob Black, a son of the first Robert Black; and
Alec McEteeT from Mississippi. Early Sabbath School superintendents, in
addition to J. J. L. Gill and W. A. J. Black, included John Lowry Lee.
Lowry Lee was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lee, and was the brother
of M. T. Lee who is a present day elder in the Chicota Presbyterian Church.
Two daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lee married men who became
deacons in the Chicota Church, Mary Lee becoming Mrs. Tom Carder and
Edna Lee becoming Mrs. Jim Lynch. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lee came to
Texas from Selma, Alabama, accompanied by their daughter, Lula, who
became Mrs. \V. C. Payne, and by Mrs. Lee's sister, Mrs. Mary J. Bell and
her husband James Mack Bell. They went first to Honey Grove, Texas, but
after two or three years the family moved to Chicota.so
Another member of the church in its A.R.P. period was John McEteer
from Mississippi. Still another was W. B. ,"Vare, who had been an elder
in the little Lamar A.R.P. Church at Roxton. After that church was disorganized, he moved to the Chicota area, and taught school at Center
Springs. He was at this time a widower, and with his ~'oung daughter
attended the Chicota Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.ss

VII-The First Pastor, E. E. Patterson
By 1885, less than two years after the founding of the Chicota Church,
its original four families and twelve members bad grown to eight families
and nineteen members. The report to the General Synod that year showed
that during the preceeding twelve months, under the missionary care of the
Rev. E. E. Patterson, there had been six accessions to membership and two
losses, one adult baptism and two infant baptisms. The report showed $30
paid as salary and $250 as umiscellaneous" expense-probably in connection
with the building of the congregation's first house of worship. The report
also showed that a Sabbath school had been started, with two teachers and
eight pupils." The next year, as reflected in the 1886 minutes of the General
Synod, the church lost one family but with four individual accessions the
roll was brought to a net total of twenty-two members. One infant baptism
was recorded, and the Sabbath school had nearly tripled, reporting twentytwo pupil s. S1
The outstanding project of these first years was the building of the first
house of worship. The Centennial History says the structure was built in
1886,~ and Vanderburg's sketch says 1885." Quite possibly the earlier date
marks the beginning of construction, and the other marks the completion
and occupancy of the building. Until the building was ready, the Associate
Reformed Presbyterians conducted their services in the Forest Chapel
Methodist Church, a short distance to the west.to The site for the new
church as has been stated was donated by John T. Wilkins, a steward in
the Forest Chapel Methodist Church. Land for a school and for a cemetery
adjacent to the new A.R.P. Church was donated by his cousin, Mrs. E. C.
(Elizabeth) Wilkins. Mrs. Falls recalled in 1964 that at the time of the
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construction of the church, trees on the present location of the cemetery
were cut into logs and hauled to the church building site, to be used as
foundation blocks. The logs were moved by mule teams driven by her father,
Joseph Jenkins, and by Mr. GiIl,t! Years Inter, when the present building
was erected, lumber from the first building was used in the new construction.
This early growth and construction proceeded without any pastor either
having been called, or formally assigned as a supply by the Borne Mission
Board. The Rev. E. B. Patterson, then serving the Lamar Church at Roxton, possibly gave some time to Chicota. The minutes of the General Synod
show that he did minister to the Chicota congregation in 1885 and 1886, but
this was on a missionary basis.u In the meantime, however, the new congregation was taking active steps t'\wtrd c'llli'lg' Mr. Patterson as their permanent pastor. The General Synod Minutes of 1885 include, in the report
of the Texas Presbytery, mention that Chicota had requested assignment of
an ordained minister to preside at a congregational meeting in which the
members could vote to call a pastor of their own choice." The Presbytery
report also included a recommendation that the Synod supplement the Chicota
ministerial salary by allotment of $225 from home missions funds. Chicota
was at the time making efforts to build a church building, the report added."
Again in 1886 the Texas Presbytery reported to the General Synod that
Chicota had extended a call to the Rev. E. E. Patterson, but that the caU
"bad been referred back to the church for farther [sic] effort to reach the
minimum subscription required by the Synod." The same report said the
Chicota Church was "in a hopeful condition, having received valuable additions." Despite the delay in authorizing a call--d.elay occasioned by too small
a salary-Mr. Patterson was nevertheless assigned to Chicota as "stated
supply" pastor in 1886."
The next two years saw little growth. The church remained at seven
families. In 1887 it gained one member and lost three, so that the roster
dropped to twenty members. In 1888 there was a net gain of two members.
Total funds raised in 1887 were $52.20, but 1888 must have been a very
poor crop year, for the total dropped to $20. Efforts to call Mr. Patterson
as regular pastor were continuing. The General Synod minutes of 1887 contain a report by the Texas Presbytery which referred to u a resolution
presented by J. J. L. Gill, elder from Chicota, asking Synod for various
reasons set forth to allow the Texas Presbytery to approve the call of
Chicota Church to Rev. E. E. Patterson although they have not raised the
minimum amount required by Synod in order to obtain the supplement to
pastor's salary on the usual sliding scale..... We recommend that this re~
quest be granted, as it cannot possibly work any detriment to Synod and
may be beneficial to the church." The Presbytery also approved allotment
to Mr. Patterson, as home mission supply minister, of $250 for the year."
The General Synod, as a result of this appeal, finally granted the request
to authorize a call, and the call was accomplished the following year, as
sbo\'o'n from the Texas Presbytery's report to the General Synod. of 1888:
Chicota Church, desiring the consummation of the pastoral rela·
tion between them and Rev. E. E. Patterson, again presented their
call to Presbytery with subscription of $150. In accordance with the
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permission of the last Synod, Presbytery placed this call in the
hands of Rev. E. E. Patterson, and it was by him accepted on those
conditions... We therefore request that his salary be supplemented
on the sliding scale as per former regulations, viz., $225 first year,
decreasing $25 annually'"
So, on November 3, 18 • five years after their organization as a church,
the twenty-two members of the Chicota congregation assembled for the

formal installation of the Rev. Mr. Patterson

8S

their first called and in·

stalled pastor. but the pastor was to give only one-half of his time to the
church. He had ministered to them either as missionary or as stated supply
pastor since before they were organized.
The years of Mr. Patterson's pastorate were years of growth. By 1896, the
membership had grown from the original twelve, and from the twenty-two
at the time of the pastor's installation, to sixty-five." In January, 1896,
Mr. Patterson resigned, after thirteen years service at Chicota-first as a
home missionary, then as stated supply and finally as the first installed
pastor. This was a longer period than any subsequent Associate Refonued
Presbyterian minister was to serve at this church. Mr. Patterson went from
Chicota to become stated supply at the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church in New Lebanon, West Virginia. At the 1896 meeting of the General
Synod, held in Chicota, the Virginia Presbytery report noted a request from
the New Lebanon congregation that l\1r. Patterson be authorized to remain
"ith them as supply pastor until the spring meeting of 1 97." He did, in fact,
remain even past that presbytery meeting, but on December 15, 1897, left
New Lebanon and transferred to the Presbyterian Church U.S.'ll

VllI-The Frisco A.R.P. Church
While at Chicota, 1\'[r. Patterson in 1891 organized another Associate Re·
formed Presbyterian Church in Lamar County, at the Frisco community
a few miles north of Paris. This community was so named because of its
location on the Frisco Railroad line from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to Paris
which had been constructed some fOUT years earlier. W. J. Sanderson and
Samuel Paine were ordained elders at the Frisco Church. In 1 93 a church
building was erected. costing $1,140. The building was damaged by three
storms within a very short time after its completion, the first storm blowing
it off its foundation blocks. In September, 1893, the Texas Presbytery met
at Frisco. n
The Frisco Church, however, did not prosper a did the church at Chicota. n By the time Mr. Patterson left Lamar County in 1 96, the Frisco membership had reached only fourteen, and remained at that figure in 1 97.
The membership totaled sixteen in 1898 and 1899, but was down to fourteen again in 1900. Financial reports were correspondingly unimposing, the
congregation's reports showing that only $36 was raised in 1898 for an
average of 64 cents per member. When the 1896 General Synod met at
Chicota, it. adopted a Texas Presbytery report which included the following:
"Since there is a debt of $1 7 hanging over the Frisco Church, we earnestly
ask Synod to allow them 100 out of the Church extension Fund, the Presbytery promising to pay the balance."
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Mr. Patterson's successors at Chicota continued to serve the Frisco
Church on a part-time basis as long as it remained active. The most promising year must have been 1898, when six new members joined the church
by certificate. Losses the same year, however, kept the net gain down to
two. It was difficult for a pastor to serve a small church at such a distance
as Frisco. This required that the Rev. T. W. Hayes, while he was at Chicoat, travel by horse and buggy to Frisco on Saturday. His custom was to
stay overnight at the home of the Hull family, owners of an e.xtensive pear
orchard which for years was a landmark on a ridge north of Paris.11 In
1901, the statistical tables of the General Synod minutes showed no report
from Frisco e.'Ccept the number of members. The church was not listed in
the 1902 minutes or later. The Centennial History published in 1904 does not
record the church's having been closed, but presumably it was not active
after 1900 or possibly 1901.

IX-The School, and Mr. Echols' Ministry
Mr. Patterson, as a half-time pastor of the Chicota Church, had at his
disposal enough time to undertake the operation of a schooF' It was about
188 that he opened what is now referred to 8S '~he Old Presbyterian
School," or "The College." He conducted this school until his departure, after
which it was carried on by others. The school building was a two-story frame
structure, just east of the church, with a porch at the front of each story.
The upper floor, reached by two outside stairways from the lower porch
to the upper one, served as a chapel and as an auditorium in which people
of the community gathered for plays and concerts. Mr. Patterson secured
a large bell, primarily for his school, and had it mounted on four tall posts.
It also was used by the ChUl'ch, and on his departure some years later he
donated the bell to the church. It is now in the belfry of the present church
building. n
Enrollment at the school averaged about 30. Grades through high school
were taught by Mr. Patterson, with assistants being employed when needed.
J. E. Caldwell, an elder in the Chicota Church and a graduate of Erskine
College, taught part of the time. Mrs. L. C. Claitor was the first primary
teacher and was followed by Mrs. J. E. Caldwell who taught until the school
closed. Many times the older and more advanced students helped instruct
the younger ones. Students often paid their tuition with farm produce or
livestock. One farmer is said to have swapped a piece of land for his son's
tuition. The school apparently attracted students from a wide area, since
it offered a good education for that day. Among those from other counties
was Lemuel Isham Echols from Navarro County, later to become an Associate Reformed Presbyterian minister and to supply the Chicota Church
for a time. Two young women from Milam County also attended the Chicota school. Classes finally were discontinued because of the growth of statesupported education.
Upon Mr. Patterson's departure in 1896 Mr. Echols became supply pastor.'1i
This was, for him, a return to the community to which he had gone for
schooling only n few yenrs before. He served in this capacity for four
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months of 1896, also giving one-fourth of his time to the Frisco Church as
Mr. Patterson had dane. n Mr. Echols at this time had not been ordained,
but he had been accepted as a student of theology by the Texas Presbytery
meeting at the Frisco Church in September, 1893. He had been licensed
after finishing his junior year at Erskine College thereby achieving 8 status
of probationary nature preliminary until his ordination in May. 1896. After
the four months of supply preaching at Chicota, he returned to Erskine in

the fall of 1896. Following graduation he served ehurehes in Kentueky,
Georgia, South Carolina and Virginia, and for four years was field representative of the Board of Home Missions. He became moderator of the
General Synod in 1929, and was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree by
Erskine College in 1932. He died in 1945. Mr. Echols' early ministry, however, was closely tied to Chicota, by virtue of both his education there and
his first preaching appointment there. His work at Chicota was commended
by the Texas Presbytery when it reported to the General Synod of 1896
that ffMr. L. Y. Eckels [sic], our licentiate, has labored very acceptably for
the last four months at Chicota and Frisco."l'

X-General Synod Meeting, and Ministry 01 Mr. Simpson
A high point in the history of the Chicota Church was reached in 1896
when it entertained the General Synod, the only time that body met within
the bounds of the Texas Presbytery.'"' The Synod conve,ed October 22, with
Dr. Thomas Gilmore Boyce, pastor of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Salem, Tennessee, in the chair as moderator. More than one
hundred persons attended, and the entire community, including friends in
other denominations, helped provide rooms and meals for the visitors. One
family, it is still recalled, saved choice items of food as the Synod meeting
date drew near, and if one of the children started to open a jar of blackberry jam, for instance, be was admonished to "save it for Synod!''''
The General Synod took note of the denomination's earliest efforts in the
state when the moderator, Dr. Boyce, was presented with a gavel made of
wood taken from the County Line School House on the boundary of Freestone
and Navarro counties. As already stated, this school building, the first Asso·
ciate Refonned Presbyterian Church in Texas had been organized on November 14, 1865, under the ministry of the Rev. T. J. Bonner. This church,
although A.R.P., had been placed upon its organization temporarily under
the care of the Central Texas Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church U .S.'l
The five-day Synod conducted business from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily,
with time out only for a sermon at 11 a.m. and for lunch. At 7 :30 o'clock
each night, a public service was held which was attended not only by the
delegates but by the people of Chicota. One service which brought sadness,
especially to pioneer members of the Cbicota Church, was a memorial service
for the Rev. James McKinney Little, who had died in Milam County, Texas,
on September 11, just a few weeks before the Synod convened. He was the
minister who by direction of the Texas Presbytery had presided thirteen
years earlier at the organization of the Chicota Church. The meeting of the
General Synod was in many ways a gTeat reunion for the members of the
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Chicota Church. They entertained preachers who had been their pastors
in other communities. They welcomed kinsmen among the ministers and lay
delegates from former residences, to which many of the Chicota members
had not returned since their migration to Texas.
Among the visitors most interested in the Chicota community was the Rev.
John Hemphill Simpson, 8 member of the First Presbytery. In 1897 Mr.
Simpson came to Chicota as supply pastor, and no doubt negotiations for
his assignment began during the Synod meeting. Mr. Simpson at that time
was a veteran minister, 66 years old. He was a native of Chester County,
South Carolina, who as a student at Erskine had gone through four years
of college study without a single absence from class. After service as a
Confederate chaplain, he devoted a quarter of a century to the pastorate
of the New Lebanon, West Virginia, Church, six years to home mission
work in North Carolina and in Kentucky, and before coming to Chicota
had served as principal of an academy at Hickory Grove, South Carolina.
To the Chicota people, a favorite remark of Mr. Simpson's became familiar,
as it had to members of other churches he had served: IfI commenced Hebrew
and violin music at the same time and have kept up the study of both since,
but do not expect to make a finish of either until I get to Heaven." To a
fellow minister who asked why he continued the study of Hebrew after being
graduated from the Seminary, Mr. Simpson replied that when he got to
Heaven he wanted to be able to talk with Moses and Abraham in their
native tongue. A Mr. Simpson's service at Chicota seems to have been successful, since Synod minutes of that year show nine accessions to membership
on profession of faith, and one by certificate. Unfortunately, this gain was
offset by the loss of two members by death and eight by certificate."
In late 1897 Mr. Simpson left the Chicota pastorate to return to hi8
former home, Hickory Grove, South Carolina. and to accept the 8uperintendency of the Associate Refonned Presbyterian Orphanage which was
opened there on Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1897. His daughter, Miss
Lois Simpson, was matron of the home. On January 11, 1905, he and his
daughter went with the fifteen children in their care to Tipton County,
Tennessee, as their institution was incorporated into the present William H.
Dunlap Orphanage. Mr. Simpson was superintendent at the new location
for two years, making a total of nine years in that service."

Xl-The Pa,torale of the Rev. T. lV. Hayes e5
The Chicota Church, even before the year 1897 had ended, issued a call
for a new permanent pastor. The report of the Texas Presbytery to the
General Synod of 1897 noted that the call for the Rev. T. W. Hayes was
accompanied by a subscription for Hsomething over $300j they guarantee
$300 for half his time. Frisco acquisces in the call, promising $50 a year.
We ask that we be allowed $150 for cultivation of the Frisco field the coming year.'''' On January 15, 1898, Mr. Hayes was installed for a ha1f~time
pastorate at Chicota. This minister was a native of York County, South
Carolina. from whence had come the original group which organized the
Chicota Church. He was to remain at Chicota for more than eight years.
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About the time of his arrival, the church bought a house for 8 manse. This
building later burned during the pastorate of the Rev. A. B. Dickey, after
the Chicota Church had been transferred to the United Presbyterians." A
new manse was built to replace it.
Mr. Hayes was thirty years of age when he arrived at Chicota. He was
born near Rock Hill, South Carolina, April 4, 1867, the son of William
Riley Hayes and Eleanor Jane Whitesides Hayes. After graduation from
Erskine College and Erskine Theological Seminary. he was appointed by
the Board of Home Missions to supply the mission church at Corsicana,
Texas, which he did for sixteen months. He was ordained by the Texas
Presbytery, meeting on April 18, 1897, at Marlow, in Milam County, in the
residence of A. L. McCaslan who later moved to Chicota and became an
elder in the church there. Mr. Hayes married Miss Frances Estelle Pope
of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, on October 6, 1897, probably immediately after receiving the call to Chicota. Under Mr. Hayes' leadership,
the Chicota Church made steady progress.- Membership, which had been
sixty-five when he was called, increased to seventy·three in 1898; to seventysix in 1899; to eighty-five in 1900; and, after a drop to seventy-five in 1901
when two members were lost by death and eight by certificate, it was up to
eighty-nine in 1902. Banner years for membership increase were 1898 when
fourteen joined on profession of faith and two by certificate; 1900 when
twelve joined on profession; and 1902 when five joined on profession and
thirteen by certificate.
Finances showed a corresponding increase. The $300 salary which was
promised and paid in 1898 and 1899 was increased to $340 in 1900, to $365
in 1901 and to $376 in 1902, a large amount for so small a church in those
days. The 1901 offerings averaged $7.44 per capita. As local giving increased,
the home mission supplement decreased. It was down to $125 in 1900, to $50
in 1901, and the church became self-supporting in 1902. The Sabbath school
grew from seventy pupils in 1896 to one hundred in 1901. A report On
'Vomen's Society, first appeared in the General Synod minutes of 1896
when there were twenty-two members, and by 1902 there were twenty-four
members. The young people's society, first reported to the General Synod
in 1898, Mr. Hayes' first year, with thirty members, by 1902 had grown to
fifty members.
By 1903, the membership had so grown that the church asked for threefourths of its pastor's time, instead of half time as formerly. Under Mr.
Hayes' leadership the school building was remodeled, and the high school
maintained high standards. The church eventually paid Mr. Hayes $500
a year. He refused an offer from th Corsicana church, which he previously
had served as a supply minister, to return there at a larger cash salary
than he received at Chicota. He declared he was better off at Chicota, because
his members brought in, in addition to his salary, all the meat, lard, corn
and fruit t.hat he needed.Mr. Hayes resigned the Chicota pastorate in 1906, however, to become
pastor of the Spartanburg, South Carolina, Church. In 1908, because of his
health, physicians advised him to move west, and he became supply pastor
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for a year at Blair, Oklahoma, which was in the Texas Presbytery. His
illness was found to be tuberculosis and he then moved to the still drier
climate of Roswell, New Mexico, where for a year and a half he was pastor
of a Presbyterian Church (not A.R.P.) until declining health forced him to
retire. In New Mexico, his wife successfully taught school, was elected county
superintendent of schools, and served as dean of women at the New Mexico
Agricultural and Mechanical College. Mr. Hayes died December 12, 1913.

XU-Lasf. A.R.P. Years and Transfer to V.P. Church
After the resignation and departure of Mr. Hayes, the Chicota Church
was served for a few months by the Rev. Lewis Hickman, a native of Virginia
who had been pastor at Havana, Arkansas, since 1902. After Mr. RickmaD
left, the church was served from July to November, 1906, by the Rev. Joseph
Lowry Pressly, son of a president of Erskine College. Mr. Pressly was
perhaps unique in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, in that he
devoted his entire career to serving assignments from the Board of Home
Missions, and in supplying vacant pulpits. Most of his home mission services
was in a twenty-seven·year stay at Salem, near Andalusia, Alabama, from
1909 to his death in 1936. He founded several A.R.P. churches in that part
of Alabama. The talent for which many at Chicota would have remembered
him was his ability to quote more Scripture from memory than any other
minister in his denomination. Be knew the entire books of Psalms and
Proverbs word for word.'ll
The Rev. Clifford Turner Bryson, coming to Chicota from Bethany, Mississippi, served the Chicota church from June 22, 1907, to Dec. 17, 1908.
The last pastor of the church under the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
General Synod, Mr. Bryson was ordained during his service at Chicota by
the Texas Presbytery at its meeting October 25, 1907. Mr. Bryson in December, 1908 became pastor of the Pottsville and Bethany churches in Arkansas, which he served until his death forty years later.'1
Reverses came to the Chicota Church in May 1908, when a flood damaged
the land and crops of members in nearby Boggy Bend of the Red River.
In this area, most of the members' farms were located. At nearby Arthur
City, the river height registered 43 feet 5 inches on the government gauge.
Old settlers said the highest previous river level had been 33 feet in 1843.
Many farms along the river were damaged by having the topsoil washed
away, or by being covered with silt." This loss caused at least three of the
most influential families to become discouraged and leave, and crippled the
church's ability to support a pastor."
Since other churches in the Texas Presbytery were mission churches, financially weak, the Presbytery requested the General Synod which met Nov.
5, 1908, at Newberry, South Carolina, to authorize transfer of the entire
presbytery to the United Presbyterian Church. The U. P. Church was larger
and was better able to support home mission work, and already had cooperated in support of the A.R.P. mission church in Corsicana. adding
$1,500 to the $10,000 which the Associate Reformed General Synod had
contributed for building purposes at Corsicana. The General Synod meeting
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in Newberry approved the request for transfer, and Chicota-alter a quarter
of a century as an A.R.P. Church---became United Presbyterian along with
the rest of the presbytery. It was placed in the Synod of Kansas."
The degree to which the 1908 misfortunes had affected the Chicota Church
may be seen in reports by the Texas Presbytery to the Synod of Kansas.
Membership in 1909 was only forty-eight. It was forty-nine in 1910 and
forty-five in 1911. For salary of the pastor, $60 was raised in 1909, with
total financial offerings being $181. In 1910, however, the Chicota Church
was on the road to recovery, paying $300 for salary and a total of $358 for
all causes, to reach an average of $7.31 per member. In 1911, its per capita
liberality was even more marked. with $250 paid on salary and $514 for all
causes, an average of $11.42 per member. During these three years, the
United Presbyterian Board of Home Missions supplemented the local budget
with $400, $375, and $150 respectively. In the year 1911. when there were
nine removals and one death, the church became a half-time responsibility
of the pastor instead of three-fourths time as previously."

XllI-Lingering A.R.P. ltt/lllencu

The twelve yeaTS which followed the transfer to the United Presbyterian
Church made little difference in actunl practice, however. The United
Presbyterians of that time, prior to their later merger with the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. were the northern branch of the original Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and they fotlowed the same practice as the
A.R.P.s of that day in singing the Psalms only in their services. The principal change brought about by t.he switch to the U. P. Church was that some
of the ministers came from the North, instead of exclusively from the
Southern states. At least two of the U. P. ministers who were to serve at
Chicota. however, were Southerners who stnrted their careers in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.
For a few months in 1909, after departure of Mr. Bryson to Arkansas,
the church was served by the Rev. (later Dr.) Moses Philip Cain, a native of
Jefferson County, Georgia, who had started his ministry in the A.R.P.
Church as supply pastor at First Church, Tampa, Florida. In 1909 he
accepted appoinbnent in the United Presbyterian Chu.rch, with his first
U. P. pastorate being at Chicota. While there he also served as stated clerk
or the Texas Presbytery. After a few months he left, to serve U. P. and
Southern Presbyterian churches in Texas, Georgia, Louisiana, Florida and
elsewhere."
Another United Presbyterian pastor at Chicota with an A.R.P. background
was the Rev. William Edgar Anderson, a native or Spartanburg County,
South Carolina. He served A.R.P. pastorates in Virginia and at Marlow,
Texas, from 1902 to 1907. Transferring then to the U. P. Church, he was
assigned first to a Kansas pastorate, then to Chicota, then back to Kansas.
He was back in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in Arkansas
in 1916·18, and after that engaged in a varied career or supply work, evangelism, teaching and livestock raising."

Eaat Texas Historical Journal

51

In addition to Frisco, another offshoot of the Chicota Church was at
Arthur City, five miles to the east. This church, however, was not organized
until after the Chicota Church had been transferred to the United Presbyterians. The Rev. Peter Vanderkamp was the Chicota pastor when the
Arthur City congregation was organized. It did not last long, because of
small membership and limited finances, and the building and furniture were
sold a short time later. Mr. Vanderkamp was a commissioner from the Texas
Presbytery to the United Presbyterian General Assembly of 1911, while he
was the Chicota pastor.
In 1920, it was proposed that the Chicota Church transfer from the United
Presbyterian Church to the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. (Southern),
and the congregation voted to do so despite the opposition of some members.
It has been affiliated with the Southern Presbyterian Church since, although
it is interesting to note that a ladies' Sabbath school class still uses the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian literature.
The Chicota Church, as an Associate Reformed Presbyterian congregation
for a quarter of a century, was a source of power and influence. It is
believed to have been the only one in the presbytery which became selfsupporting in the A.R.P. era, and it was the only one in the Presbytery
which ever entertained the General Synod. It maintained a highly respected
school which attracted students from other counties, as well as Lamar.
Descendants of its members continue the Church today as an active
congregation in the Southern Presbyterian Church. Others are active in the
First Presbyterian Church of Paris, Texas. Still others are active in churches
of many other areas to which they have moved.
lFor the higWights of early migration to Texas by members of denomination, see A. J. Ranson, "The Texas Presbytery," in The Centennial History
of the Auociate Refonned Preabllterian ChUTCh, [edited by a committee
of changing membership, of which J. C. Galloway was chainnan at the
time of publication, 1904], pp. 35-36. Although this volume seems to have
been very largely a compilation, it will be referred to in these notes by the
name of the final chainnan of the editing group. Hereinafter cited as The
Cent"nnial Hiatory.
'Pamphlet in the personal files of the late A. W. Neville, editor of the
Paris News, Paris, Texas.
'Prominent among the very earliest A.R.P. missionaries to Texas, the Rev.
Thomas Joel Bonner was typical of those who ranged the state, preaching
to small groups. After moving in 1 59 from his native Alabama to Freestone
County, he was so isolated from the churches of his denomination that flfor
perhaps fifteen years, he never saw the face or heard the voice of an
Associate Reformed minister," yet his work and that of others was so
fruitful that within seventeen years he presided at the organization of the
Texas Presbytery. See Galloway, op. cit., pp. 62-63.
'Ibid., 396-398.
'Ibid., 502.
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'Minutes of the General Synod of tlte Associate Reformed Presbyterian
ChI(TCh, 1880. Minutes of this period, in manuscript, are paged incorrecUy

or not at all. Future references in footnotes to this source will use the
abbreviated form. MGSARPC.
'The Sesquicentennial History of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church [W. A. Kenlled)', editor], pp. 2 2-283. Hereinafter cited as Sesquicentennial History.
'JIG. ARI'C, I 1.
'Galloway, Centelln1"al History. 272-273.
MG ARPC, 1881.
"Kennedy, Sesquicentennial History, 208.
"MGSARl'r, 1 I.
, larshall Vanderburg, I'The Presbyterians in Northeast Texas," 60.
"MGSARPC, I 82.
II Kennedy, Scsquicentennial HIstory, 288-289.
"MGSARPC, 1882.
'MGSARPC, 1 84.
'IMr,SAI?I-'(', 18 2.

"MGSARPC, 1883.
r.llGSARPC, 1 5.
"MGSARPC, 1886.
:Z:Yanderburg, HThe Presbyterians of Northeast Texas," 60.
DLoc cit.
"Galloway, Centennial Hist01'y, 65.
~Vanderburg, op. cit., p. 60.
JoSince material for this article was gathered, Mrs. Falls bas died iSO,
also, has the other survivor referred to_Mrs. J. H. Crawford who was born
Eunice Black. Mrs. Crawford was born to an A.R.P. family, but married a
Methodist and became a member of her husband's church.
ZTThis. and other information in the next paragraph, regarding the trip
itself, is from personal recollections of the late Mrs. Falls, as told to Miss
Janie Whitesides of Chicota, Texas.
3A. W. Neville, The Hi.tory oj Lama1' County, p. 184.
"Ibid., p. 1 2.
~/bid., p. 201.
Jl/bid., p. 202.

anderburg, op. cit., p. 6l.
Personal recollections of Mrs. A. L. McCaslan of Paris, Texas, in interviews with the author. The next paragraph also is from the same source.
"'Vanderburg, op. cit., p. 61.
"MGSARPC, 1884.
~From an interview by the author with a niece, Miss Alice Patterson of
Augusta, Gcori:ia.
"Galloway, op. cit., p. 272.
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aAlI the information on the request for organization, and the action taken
in Presbytery, is from Vanderburg, op. cit., p. 61.

:JtThis and the following information on the Hardin County Church is from
Galloway, op. cit., pp. 483-484.
clbid., pp. 454-455.
tlVanderburg, op. vit., p. 61.
.QGalloway, op. cit., pp. 197-198.
.olbid., p. 444.
"VanderburR'. ap. cit., p. 61°MGSARPC. 1884.
"'Vanderburg, op. cit., pp. 37-38, 52.
~ecollections of Mrs. McCaslan.
"From an interview by the author with Mr. Gill's granddaughter, :Miss
Janie Whitesides.
°MGSARPC, 1887; 1896; 1897.
cMGSARPC. I 8.
slThe order in which they are presented is not necessarily that in which
they came into this church, or that in which they were elected elders.
~This list and the following information with regard to some of them, is
from recollections of Mrs. McCaslan except as otherwise noted.
S3Kennedy, op. cit., p. 36.
S<lInformation on deacons and On John Lowry Lee is from recollections of
Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Lee of Chicota, Texas, in an interview with the author.
')Recollections of Mrs. McCaslnn.
~MGSARPC, 1885.
Pil/GSARPC. 1886.
"Galloway, 01). cit., p. 444.
"'Vanderburg, 01). cit., p. 61.
ooRecollections of Mrs. McCaslan.
t l Recollectiol1s of Mrs. Falls as told to Miss Whitesides.
°MGSARPC, 1884; 1885; 1886.
~Under Presbyterian policy, such a visiting minister is moderator of the
congregational meeting, and in popular terminology is said to "moderate
the call."
°il/GSARPC, 1885.
oil/GSA RPC, 18 6.
-il/GSARPC. 1887, 1888.
-MG ARPC, 1888.
-MG ARI'C, 1896.
"Loc. cit.
~Galloway, op. cit., p. 272.
11lbid., p. 476.
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nStatistical data in this and the following paragraph are found in
MGSARPC, 1896 through 1901.
JJRecollections of Mrs. Meeaslan.
7·l nformation on this school is from Vanderburg, op. cit., p. 84, except
as otherwise noted. The building, later converted to residential use, has been
examined by the author. It was torn down about 1940.
"Recalled by Mrs. McCaslan, as are also the names of teachers assisting
Mr. Patterson, and the matter of attendance by out-of-eounty students.
1·08t8 regarding Mr. Echols in this paragraph are from Gallowa.y, op. cit.,
p. 112, except as otherwise noted.
"Ibid., p. 476.

"MGSARPC. 1896.
7'tAIl information on the General Synod meeting at Chicota is from Synod
minutes of that year except as otherwise noted.
IORecollections of Mrs. McCaslan.
"Galloway, op. cit., pp. 454-455.
a/bid., pp. 346-348.
"MGSARPC, 1897.
"Kennedy, op. cit., p. 36.
tsAII information on Mr. Hayes and his ministry, except 8S otherwise
credited, is from Kennedy, op. cit., pp. 149-150.
"MGSARPC. 1897.
"Recollections of Mrs. McCaslan.
"MGSARPC. 1897.
"Recalled by Mrs. McCaslan; the same source is credited for information
on the pastorate of the Rev. Lewis Hickman, mentioned two paragraphs later.
toKennedy, op. cit., pp. 273-274.
'IIbid., pp. 98-99.
"Neville, op. cit., 1). 86.
~ecollections of Mrs. McCaslan.
"MGSARPC. 1908.
"AI ill utes of the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church,
1908.
"Kennedy, op. cit., pp. 101-103.
"Ibid., pp. 65-66.
"Vanderburg, op. cit., p. 63.
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COVEY'S COLLEGE AT CO CRETE
ROBERT W. SHOOK

The well-kept Bermuda grass lawn, rose beds and cedar trees are gone
now, the white plastered walls only suggested by Tuins. All that remains
are a chimney, foundation ouUines and a cow pasture scattered with

mesquite, post oaks and empty shot gun shells. These are the remnants of
what was once the best attended boarding college in Te.'(3S. The village of
Concrete dates to the 1840's and was then known as Upper Cuero Creek.
The first school in these low hills on the rim of the Guadalupe River Valley
was conducted by James Norman Smith who had taught President James K.
Polk in his native state of Tennessee.' \Vhat finally developed after legislative charters in 1 56 and 1 73 was a typical 19th century rural college
patterned after those of the North which flourished three decades earlier.
Dr. Robert Peebles and other pioneer Concrete settlers sponsored and
lobbied for the school, the administration of which was entrusted under
the charter of 1856 to J. i\I. Bnker, F. M. Taylor, Josh Stevens. J. R. North
and F. J. Lynch. Also appointed to the board, at n later date, were Dr.
Peebles of Concrete, Col. R. W. Torton of Halletsville, T J. Pilgrim, E.
Lewis and Dr. P. C. Winn of Gonzales; Dr. A. D. Paulus, Charles A.
Keesler of High Hill and James 1\1. Doughty and J. 'V. Baylor, both of

Rockport.'

Chimney and east waH of Concrete College, 1964.

East wall of Main Building-Concrete College, 1964.
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Local folklore bas it that even before the state charters Concrete settlers
hauled I umber from Indianola to build an outpost of learning. Reverend
John Van Epps Covey commenced teaching in the village about 1864, and
by the mid-1870's a ten acre campus, impressive by standards of the day,
had taken shape along Coon Hollow to replace the early structure which
had burned. The main building measured 150 by 50 feet with a kitchen and
dining room attached. College co-eds shared the stone house of the Covey
family, and the male students were assigned to more primitive, two-room
frame buildings. All these facilities were constructed by a local builder,
Germandt, whose well-laid stone f1001'S and walls--cut from the Guadalupe
banks-still testify to his talent. The smaller buildings were of split and
hewed logs.J
In all honesty it would be unfair to describe DeWitt County as one much
influenced by the 19th century industrial and urban revolutions. Stilt
the courses of study at Concrete College indicate the commercial aspirations
of the day. Cropping and grazing have always been the economic mainstays
of the region, but Dr. Covey's curriculum was loaded in favor of the classical
subjects embossed with the new business courses which had come in the
wake of northern factories, banks and mercantile houses. Ancient languages,
music, penmanship and the profit studies were offered; farming techniques
were taught in a cultivated area adjacent to the college!

Chimney and east wall of Main Building, 1964. Author examining
glazed brick of old fire place.

Fire plare and chimney of Main Building, Concrete College, 1964.

East Texas Historical Journal
Experts in education appear to be much concerned today with what administrators term student-teacher ratios. Concrete College would have
ranked high in this regard. More than a dozen instructors surveyed the
rudiments with an annual average of perhaps a hundred students during the
twenty-year life of the college. Reverend Woodlief Thomas, vice-president
of the institution, and Professor J. D. Bradfors saw to it that Hebrew,
Greek and Latin fundamentals were covered; Professor Grothus instructed
in Gennanj Professors Hueber, Woolsey and Bonney conducted classes in
business and commerce; Misses Anna Stell and Adlia DebeT)' watched over
the students of the primary school [Some pupils were admitted prior to the
age of 12] while 'Mrs. Eisenmeyer and Miss Tunn molded the social amenities
in the "Indies depnrtment." ::\Irs. Covey passed on the skill of sewing, and
musical talents were developed by Professors Young and Fuchs.'
Deportment and scholastic endeavors at Concrete College reflected the
personality of Dr. Covey just as aU institutions mirror the experience of
the officers of administration. Covey was a New Yorker who earned the
Doctor of Divinity degree from Madison College and later taught in Tennessee. His Texas posts, as teacher and Baptist preacher, after 1854, included Palestine, MarshalJ, Trinity and Hallettsville before he took up
duties at Concrete. The doctor required no particular religious confession of
prospective students, but Concrete College was Baptist-oriented; the school's
financial status was a concern of the Texas Baptist Convention.'
Most institutions whether educational or otherwise earn their niche in
history as a result of the activity of those who are skillful enough or
fortunate enough to find themselves in positions of leadership. Many who
carryon the yeoman's service are forgotten, and so it was at Concrete where
August Schulz labored as the twenty-five year old II man of all work."
Historians have passed up the handyman, but the census recorder of 1870
kindly noted his name as well as that of Leah Covey, a Negro domestic
servant, who came to Texas with the Covey family and, along with a Mexican
cook, looked after the menu, laundry and general housekeeping chores.'
The census officer who visited the campus in 1870 also recorded the names
of students who resided on the campus. [1\1ost of the boarders in that year
were young men ranging in age from 12 to 20. and most were Texans.'
But Indiana. Germany and England also contributed to the student body.]
During the peak enrollment year of 1873-1874, 250 students attended classes
and the 100 boarders came from homes scattered from the Brazos to the
Rio Grande representing 20 Texas counties.'
nless one accepted a call to the ranks of the clergy. tuition was charged.
For a 20 week session [There were tv.'o per year from September to February
and February to Junel, $150.00 was requiredj this fee covered course work
(except for music lessons), laundry, food and lodging." John Young converted three saddle horses and ten head of cattle to a ten·month education
at Concrete. He still owed $50, and when Covey's agent turned up at the
Young Ranch to collect John paid ofT with money earned from breaking
horses.
The student's day at Concrete was well regulated. Up at 5 :00. a breakfast
and stroll on the campus and religious observances at 8:00 prepared the
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pupils for classwork. Several hours in the evening were reserved for study,
and on Sunday church attendance was compulsory. Behavior was likely no
better or worse than today with a healthy disparity between rules and real
conduct. Students' attire was carefully scrutinized; all money was deposited
with the college officials, and local merchants were admonished not to
extend credit to students who were allowed a once-a-month Saturday visit
to town. Firearms, profane language, alcohol, gambling and smoking
were all strictly forbidden, but these cow country scholastics were expected
to "break over."U
.
Some of the boys were expelled for "wild parties." and whippings were
often administered for fighting.'] It is a fair bet that John Young's trip
to Cuero was not unique. Young and a friend were dispatched to the nearby
town on an errand for Dr. Covey. Old Tip, the mule, was stubborn as well
as cantankerous from old age, but the boys, fortified with a bottle of redeye
and a handful of cigars, discovered a way to encourage the beast. The whip
made no impression on Tip, but firecrackers, exploding at the end of a
well-directed stick set him "hitting the ground only in high places.'''o The
minutes of the Liar's Club at the college would reveal a cache of folklore;
those boys with the most creative imagination were rewarded, during sessions
of this story-telling clan. with a dozen tamales. 1S

•

•

A bell which hung in the tower of the main building was a temptation to
the braver boys, several of whom aroused Dr. Covey from a sound sleep to_
untie the bell rope from the tail of a bull calf. Jim North was kept Usitting
in the middle of the floor half the time" for his mischievousness during his
five-year tenure at the college, and on one occasion he uwhipped the teacher
and it took three of them to overcome" him. With Baptist affiliation it is
not difficult to accept one student's remark thnt when a dance was held
in the church auditorium the faculty flsure got mad about it." Dr. Covey
found it necessary to admonish his faculty as well as students. A case in
point was the labeling of Professor Bonney a Yankee by his colleague,
vice-president Thomas.~
\Vhile the morality of co-education was hotly debated elsewhere, the officials at Concrete College committed themselves without fear to the efCicacy
of the practice. The school's newspaper confidently stated that "two boys
[would] preserve twelve girls, or two goirls twelve boys. innocent, merely by
that instinctive sense which is the forerunner of matured modesty. But
[one can] guarantee nothing in a school where girls are alone toR'ether, and
still less where boys are.'" Nevertheless care was exercised to ensure that
dining, recreational and some academic activities were segregated as though
this "instinctive sense" operated only under the strictest of supervision.
After each week's attendance at lectures and exercises on the blackboard.
or with pen and paper on special occasions, students gathered at the flg1'ad_
ing board" in the main building. There they compared academic marks and
their standing in "readiest obedience" Public, oral examinations were held
on Fridays, and gmduation was a social event Insting three days with concerts each evening. Preparation for such ceremonies was made through
the use of standard texts of the day. Montieth's Geogrup1ly, Clark's Gram-may, Webster's Blue Bock Speller nnd Davie's Mathematics were the accept-
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ed tones of enlightenment. According to one student of the subjects taught,
military drill and ceremony supplemented the academic courses. 11

Just how many editions of the student newspaper, the Independent, were
issued is difficult to determine, but it is certain that the gilded age optimism
of that era penetrated the Cuero Creek section of DeWitt County. This is
proven in the declaration that "owing to its promiscuous and gratuitous
distribution the /ndepel/dellt will be one of the most valuable advertising
mediums in Western Texas." Good advice was a major service of the journnl. One issue affirmed that
The knowledge students acquire of books is worthless without habits
of industry which produce men engaged in every department of
business who are prompt, energetic and reliable. . . . They are the
main-spring of every enterprise that is benefiting society and
blessing the age...."
Further moral strictures were reflective of immediate conditions when
DeWitt County found itself in the bloody throes of the Sutton-Taylor Feud:
It is uidleness the vicious seducer who swindles our youth ... every mental
and physical wreck in town and country .. every youth with his belted
six-shooter... the vulgar and blasphemous oath..." contribute to culture's
decline.'Jll It appears that, nearly a century removed from the golden age of
open range and the merits of frontier virtue, complaints of youth's decadence
remain essentially the same
Today. if school and college expenditures are an accurate barometer, the
educational focus centers on the scientific Iaborator)r and prowess of the
athletic team. The hill top colleges of a century past had no such claim to
excellence, and though the courses offered were few and perhaps narrow in
scope there was still enough insight developed to equip the sons of cowmen
and merchants for effective performance in a wide variety of occupations.
Time passed more slowly for that generation and the books, lectures nnd
exercises were attended with less tension and urgency making, we might
guess, for a more thorough mastery of the subject matter presented. We
were not then divided by specialities and the ut\vo cultures" of science and
humanitiesj humbled by the enormity of what we can never know, or hurried by social pressures for degree earning, and hence profited more, or in
a different way at least, from the ancient languages, old-fashioned arithmetic and rote spellin~.
Proof of Concrete College's influence is the success of graduates like Rudolph Kleberg who once received from Reverend Covey a Bible as token of
academic achievement. John Ishmier served as a state department official
during World War I; William Henry Crain, a notable South Texas lawyer
and U. S. congressman, and George W. Saunders, one time president of the
Old Time Trail Drivers Association, were both alumnPl Thomas M. Stell, a
turn-or-the century sheriff of DeWitt County, was the champion orator of
the college; in 1939 he penned, as proof of his "concrete" foundation in
letters, the most objective, lucid and even philosophical treatise ever produced on the complex Sutton-Taylor Feud. Stell's generation was the last
to recall the mixed experience of open range ranching and Latin grammar
which produced a now extinct type of wisdom.:2

•
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History conspit'ed against Concrete just as it did against dozcll5 of other
institutions of its breed. The year 1881 saw the last of the Concrete schol·
ars. Disease, ever present on the frontier, struck in 1871 and 1872 in the
form of measles and influenza, and several students died of the latter malady.n On March 4, 1873, the first passenger train of the Gulf, Western
Texas and Pacific Railroad' arrived in the new town of Cuero, and from
that time on interest and effort shifted south.'« Covey completed the last
phase of his long westward migration taking up the crusade at McMullen College at Tilden; eight years later, after returning to the ministry, he died
at Cotulla where he lived for a time with his daughter.~ Jane Covey had
married Woodlief Thomas, Concrete's vice-president and one time friend
of Sam Houston, whose C81'eer included a term in the state legislature.'"
Stones in the main building were bartered for a Jersey cow and then scattered along county roads to check erosion.'ll' To those who revere the old
campus-located now by a barely visible chimney just east of the cross roads
at Concrete-it is some consolation to know that the waters to be backed up
by a projected Cuero cCam will spare Covey's academy.
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THE WILSON ADMINISTRATIONS,
1913-1921

Alexander Graham Shanks

1.

Introduction
The successful men in the House, the men who effectively influenced the House, first entered the House white they were still
in their thirties or even younger.
James G. Blaine'
A man past forty ... normally had already developed his mental
attitudes and habits; he must be younger, more flexible and more
resilient intellectually to master the intricacies of the House's complicated procedures and methods.
Sam Rayburn1

•

•

The prospects of his first visit to the nation's capital and being a member of the United States House of Representatives excited the ambitious
thirty-one year old Samuel Taliaferro Rayburn, congressman of the Fourth
District of Texas. On February 27, 1913, Rayburn, eager to earn his place
of recognition, boarded the train at Bells, Texas for the long trip to Washington.' Before embarking, Rayburn discarded his middle name, Taliaferro,
pronounced (Toll-i-ver), and became simply Sam Rayburn-a name he considered more befitting a representative of his rural Texas district. Accompanied by Hatton Summers, congressman-elect from Dallas, and Hal C.
(Spec) Horton, Rayburn's newly employed secretary, Rayburn arrived in
Washington in time to get settled in his quarters in the old Cochran Hotel
before the inauguration of Thomas WoodrowWilson. 4
Sam, the eighth child of William M8 'on an Martha Waller ROyhurn,
moved to Fannin County.......Te.~from east Tennessee in 1881, when he was
five years old. He grew up on a small farm; attended public schools in Burnett and Flag Springs; and completed the curriculum at Mayo College, (today East Texas State College), in three years despite his economic limitations, which forced him to work his way through school. In 1906, at the age
of 24, he won bl.. a narrow 163 vote margin, and became a representative in
the lower house of the exas state legislature.'
In Austin, Rayburn was a member of the transportation oriented Committee on Common Carriers, the Committee on Constitutional Amendments,
the Committee on Education, the Committee on State Asylums, the Committee on Banks and Banking and the Free Conference Committee, which had
the difficult task of settling differences between bills passed by the two
houses of the Texas legislature.' Rayburn was a "Man's Man," and his integrity, loyalty and modesty made him popular with his fellow legislators.
He understood the game of politics, and he developed a thorough grasp of
legislative and parliamentary procedures. While a member of the Texas
legislature, he entered the University of Texas Law choat and passed the
bar examination in 1908. Some members of the Texas legislature sensed that
Rayburn was an unusual man with a promising political career ahead of
him. One such legislator was Samuel Ealy Johnson, Jr., the representative
rrom Johnson City, and the father or Lyndon Baines John~on.P
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On January 10, 1911, during his third term, Rayburn defeated C. E. Gilmore, of Van Zandt County, 71 to 65, and, at twenty nine became the youngest speaker in Texas history. Rayburn's victory resulted from the following:
first, the withdrawal of Jeff Cox, of Rockwall County, the third candidate
in the speakership race (eleven of the fourteen votes promised to Cox went
to Rayburn); second, the support of Governor Oscar Branch Colquitt; third,
Senator Joseph Weldon Bailey's last minute efforts in Rayburn's behalf;
fourth, Rayburn's ability to be fair and to work with different factions,
such as the anti-prohibitionists; fifth, the prohibition issue plummeted him
into the limelight: sixth. there was a fast turnover in the Texas legislature,
which enabled a young congressman to advance more rapidly than in the
United States House of Representatives; and seventh, certain members of the
Texas House recognized Rayburn as an extraordinary man.'
Rayburn did not seek a second term as Speaker. On February 7, 1912, he
announced his candidacy for the House of Representatives. Senator Bailey,
because of the rising progressive sentiment and his Uquestionable" relationship with the oil companies, refused to run for reelection. In 1912, Choice
B. Randell, the incumbent representative of the Fourth District vacated his
congressional position to seek Bailey's senate seat.
The Fourth District, as constructed by the Texas legislature, included
Fannin (44,801), Grayson (65,996), Rains (6,787), Hunt (48,116), and Collin (49,021) counties. The District contained an electorate living on farms,
ranches or in small towns with less than 25,000 inhabitants. The 1910 Census of the United States lists the largest towns of the district as follows:
Denison (Grayon)- 12,412; Greenville (Hunt)- 8,850; Bonham. 4,844; and
McKinney (Collin)- 4,714.' Less than one per cent of the inhabitants of Fannin County were foreign born; over eighty seven per cent of the inhabitants
were native Caucasians. Many of the rugged soft spoken inhabitants of the
Fourth District were the descendants of Kentucky and Tennessee frontiersmen. 10
In his campaign speeches, Rayburn, a self-proclaimed Jeffersonian Democrat, supported free trade, representative government, special privilege for
none, an income tax, state rights, a federal inheritance tax, the direct election of senators, the right of labor to organize, and the abolition of the
electoral college. The congressional race ended on July 27, 1912, with the
following results: Rayburn. 4,983; Thomas Perkins, State Senator, 4,493;
B. L. Jones, Judge of the Fifteenth Judicial District, 4,365; W. J. Gibons,
3,790; Tom Wells, 1,961; none of the other candidates received 800 votes."
Hunt and Fannin counties provided Rayburn with his 490 vote plurality.
Under the prevailing election rules of the Texas Democrats, the candidate
with a plurality in the first primary was the winner. The Fourth was a
Democratic district with no sizeable Republican opposition."
2. Committee Assignment
Tn the Democratic controlled House, the Sixty Third Congress included
James Beauchamp (Champ) Clark, of Missouri, the venerable Speaker,
somewhat embittered by his defeat in the 1912 Democratic convention; Oscar
W. Underwood, of Alabama, Democratic Majority Leader, and chairman of
the powerful House Ways and Means Committee; James A. Mann, of Illinois,

•
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the House Minorit)' Leader, Claude Kitchin, of North Carolina j Cordell Hull,
of Tennessee; and Robert Lee Henry, the tall, angular and influential chairman of the House Rules Committee. The House was in a reform mood as a
result of the 1912 elections, in which the two reform candidates, Wilson, the
second Democratic president since the Civil 'Var, and Theodore Roosevelt of
the Progressive Party, both ran well ahead of William Howard Taft, the conservative Republican presidential nominee.
Rayburn quickly struck up a friendship with Martin Littleton, a New York
congressman, the son of a friend of Sam's father in east Tennessee. Littleton
introduced Rayburn to his fellow Texan John Nance Garner, a ten year congressional veteran. Garner told Rayburn that he could not become a member
of the House Ways and Means Committee. the Appropriations Committee,
or the Rules Committee-the Three most prestigious House committees. The
three committees were well stocked with Texansj the House leadership usually did not place freshmen congressmen on them. Garner, a member of the
Ways and Means Committee, agreed to use his influence to try to obtain
Rayburn a position on the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, which handled legislation pertaining to commerce, bridges, coal, oil,
communication, motion pictures, securities exchanges, holding companies and
the Coast. Guard.
Rayburn, one of 114 Freshmen Democratic representatives. was fortunate
to receive on June 3, 1913, an influential appointment on the House Interstate
and Foreign Commerce Committee. The members of this committee, one of
the twelve semi-exclusive Rouse committees, could not be members of any
other standing committee. Garner, who played a significant role in Rayburn's
appointment, skillfully argued that Rayburn was not a greenhorn congressman, but an experienced legislator and the former speaker of the Texas
House." Alben William Barkley, of Kentucky, also became a member of the
same House committee during the First Session of the Sixty Second Congress. Because of a procedural technicality, Barkley was elected, not appointed. to the committee-Barkley had seniority over Rayburn. l •
3. Rayburn Assumes an Active Role
Rayburn wasted little time in plunging into the Bouse debates. His maiden
speech, delivered on May 6, 1913, only two months alter 'Vilson's inauguration, concerned the Underwood Tariff Bill-the first part of Wilson's New
Freedom. Rayburn broke with the long established custom of the House,
which required freshmen congressmen to keep quiet on the House floor. The
agrarian congressman, a partisan Democra~ lambasted the Republican
Party, for its insistence on a high protective tariff policy. The Democratic
Party, since it came into existence, has believed that the burden of taxation
should fall primarily on those most able to pay. Continuing his attack, be
asserted;
The system of protective tariffs built up under the Republican
misrule has worked to make the rich richer and the poor poorer. The
protective tariff has been justly called the mother of the trusts. It
takes from the pockets of those least able to pay and puts it into the
pockets of those most able to pay.
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Rayburn concluded that the embittered consumers had turned the Republi·
cans "out of the high places of power and called the party of Jefferson and
Jackson spin to power.'JII
The Underwood bill passed the House by an overwhelming 2 1 to 139
vote. After Wilson, a believer in strong presidential leadership, dramatically
denounced the Uextraordinary exertions" of the "insidious" lobbyists of the
special interests, the Senate gave its approval. In its final form, the Underwood Simmons Tariff of 1913, the first thorough going downward revision of
the tariff since the 'Walker Act of 18-16, substantially lowered the rates of the
Payne Aldrich Bill from about 37 to 29 per cent, and included a provision
for an income tax upon individuals and corporations. Both of these provisions pleased Rayburn; he had endorsed a lower t.3riff and income tax in his
1912 campaign speeches.
4. Rayburn's Stock and Bond Bill
On April 29, 1914, Rayburn introduced his Railway Stock and Bond Bill,
a measure which Wilson's biographer, Ray Stannard Baker, called the fl cap_
stone of Wilson's progTamme."~ This bill, along with the Clayton Anti-Trust
Act and the Covington Trade Commission Bill were the three components of
\Vilson's anti-trust program. l1

1

•

,

The Rayburn bill, nIter revisions to meet the objections of committee members, contained three major provisions. First, greater publicity through the
Interstate Commerce Commission of all information pertaining to the issuance of railway stocks and bonds. Second, railroad corporations could issue
stock only for certain specified purposes, and then only with the approval
of the ICC. Third, that two yenrs after the passage of this act, a person
could not be a director or officer of more than one railroad, or receive money,
or other form of remuneration from the sale of railroad stocks and bonds. It
The House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee reported the
Rayburn bill on May 7, 191-1, with a few minor revisions. On June 2, \Villiam
Charles Adamson of Georgia, the committee chairman, and a "tall, powerful man with alert eyes and thick brown hair," told the House he took
great "pleasure in yielding to the distinguished gentleman from Texas, the
author of the bill, who although a young member, is old in wisdom and accomplishment!' From the beginning, Rayburn was an important figure on the
House Interstate and ForeiJ,!n Commerce Committee.:11
Rayburn explained to the House that his Stock and Bond bill resembled an
earlier bill adopted by Texas under the leadership of Governor James Stephen
Hogg, and supported by John H. Reagan, the well known Texas advocate of
railroad regulation. Rayburn wanted the transportation business to be divoret"d "as nearly as possible Irom entanglinS! alliances with other businesses." lIe believed that Congress had power "over all matters that affect
the carrier in trying to carry out its contracts with the public to do an interstat.e business;" and maintained t.hat. proper publicity upon the business
transactions and associations of men would be a great factor in reducing
reprehensive commercial practices.1 ' lIe criticized the existing federal laws
which allowed the railroads to load themselves down with watered stock and
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spurious securities. In his concluding remarks, Rayburn asserted that the
Democratic party was not the enemy of capital or big business.
We know that there must be large aggregations of capital to carry
on thE' great and growing business of the country; hence we would
be more foolish to do anything that would hinder or retard the
growth of the country. We intend to do simple justice, and on the
other hand, we are detennined that business shall deal justly with
the people.:!:)
On June 5, 1914, the House approved the Covington Trade Commission
bill by a voice vote, the Clayton Anti-Trust bill, 275-54, and the Rayburn bill,
325-12. Rayburn supported all three measures; his role was of great significance in the passage of the trust program,»
The freshman congressman had skillfully maneuvered his bill through the
Bouse, and rendered valuable service to the Wilson administration. Rayburn
and Wilson were not close friends and seldom saw each other, but they had
respect for each other. Rayburn later remarked that Wilson had the best
mind of all presidents that he served with from 1912 to 1961. On June 9,
President Wilson wrote Rayburn:
We have looked with admiration and genuine appreciation as your
Stock and Bond bill has been put through the House. It seems to me
you deserve a great deal of praise for your part in the matter, and I
want to make my humble contribution to the congratulations which
I am sure you must be receiving.:~

•

But the Rayburn bill ran into trouble in the Senate. Judge Robert S.
Lovett, President of the Union Pacific Railroad; A. R. Harris, General
Counsel for the New York Central; Edward F. Ripley, President of the
Atchison. Topeka, and Santa Fej and other railroad executives argued that
the Rayburn bill would lorce the solvent railroads into bankruptcy. Louis
Brandeis, a brilliant Jewish lawyer, legislative counsel for the Senate Interstate Commerce Committee, and administration stock consultant, argued that
the ICC was already ovenvorked, and that "the approval of the committee
would be construed as a sort of government guarantee. ttlt
The Senate Interstate Commerce Committee rel)orted the Rayburn bill,
but the outbreak of World War I, numerous railroad defaults in 1914, and
opposition from railroad executives, state rights southerners, and ultraprogressives, kept the Senate from passing the Rayburn bill in 1914. A
companion measure, providing for regulation of the stock exchanges, prepared by Senator Robert \Vorn of Oklahoma, and Samuel Untermeyer, never
received Wilson's approval and died in lhe Senate.In 1915, Rayburn reintroduced his Stock and Bond bill. Wilson, afraid
that the Rayburn bill would add fuel to Republican charges that the Democrats were hostile to big business, asked Adamson to pigeon-hole the bill in
his committee. Frustrated by the side tracking of his bill, the second term
congressman nagged Adamson into arranging him a presidential interview.
Rayburn, unable to change Wilson's mind, left with the tart remark, that
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he was sorry, but he could not agree .....' ith the President.v On February 21,
1920, Congress passed the Transportation Act of 1920, (Esch~Cummings)
which contained the provisions of the Rayburn bilt.

5. Modification of the Carmack Amendment
On April 16, 1914, Rayburn introduced an amendment to the Carmack
amendment of the Interstate Commerce Act, which provided that' when any
man ships goods on n railroad of this country, if those goods are lost, damaged or destroyed, that the railroad should be held responsible to the owner
thereof for the full value of the goods. PI" Under the Carmack Amendment of
1906, the bill of lading contained two rates, the lower rate applied if the
shipper consented to the limited liability of the railroad, and the higher rate
if the railroad agreed to pay the full value or t.he property shipped in the
event of loss. The southwestern cattle shippers complained that if they chose
the lower and reasonable rate, they ran the risk of getting only $10 for a
steer that might be worth $75 in case it was killed in transit.'" Before the
Carmack amendment, state liability statutes established conditions of railroad liability, but the Supreme Court ruled that the state liability statutes
were no longer in effect in interstate commerce; the Carmack amendment,
which dealt with liability under bills of lading, "contained all the legislation
which Congress desired should be in force upon the general subject."lIl

1

The Rayburn amendment went through the House, and a similar amendment, sponsored by Senator Cummings of Iowa, received the Senate's approval. By this clever maneuver, Rayburn had endeared himself to the livestock shippers and farmers of the Fourth District."
6. Voting Record
Raybul'O usually, although not always, supported the Wilson Administration. He voted for the Federal Reserve Act of 1913, the "greatest single piece
of constructive legislation of the Wilson era," but he had little to do with
its fOl'mation and passage.%l He supported the Smith-Lever Act of 1914,
which provided a national system of agricultural extension work on a fiftyfifty basis, and the land-grant colleges; Wilson's policy, to repeal the exemption of the nited States vessels from Panama Canal tolls; and the rural
post roads bill. In addition, on January 12, 1915, the unchivalrous Rayburn
voted against women's suffrage.13
Rayburn did not always go along 'with the administration leaders in order
to get along. Rayburn advocated immigrat.ion restriction via the use ot a
literacy test. against the wishes of the Pregident.~ In adllition, Wilson supported a bill providing for federal inspection and licensing of cotton warehouses in order to facilitate borrowing by farmers against warehouse receipts. The Senate approved the measure without a roll call vote, and extended coverage to tobacco, naval stores, canned salmon, flaxseed and grain.
But Easterners and southern agrarians like Rayburn and Henry Sisson of
1\1ississippi cast the key votes on October 5. 1914, and barely defeatedl the
administration's motion to suspend the rules in order to pass the Lever Cot·
ton Warehousing bill. Rayburn and the southern agrarians, supported the
Henry bill, which provided for a deposit of $250,000,000 in government funds
to be loaned to cotton producers, but on October 21, 1914, the House defeated
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the Henry bill 123 to 91.31 Despite considerable administration pressure, including a personal appeal from the President, the stubborn cotton rebels
refused to budge; they wanted their own bill or none at all.::J6
In the Wilson years, Rayburn adhered to a consistent political philosophy.
He usually supported segregation, immigration restriction, prohibition, national preparedness, the income tax, government economy, state rights and
federal aid to agriculture. On February 9, 1916, he introduced an amendment
to reduce the number of proposed patent examiners from five to three, but
the House rejected the Rayburn amendment, 44 to 22.:V On Janual"y 8,1917,
he voted against an amendment to increase the salaries of government employees in the Department of Agriculture; the House passed the amendment,
279 to 33. Rayburn voted for the National Defense Act, the Naval Appropriations Act of 1916, the President's Continental Plan, the Shipping Act of
1916, and the Agricultural Appropriation bill.- He supported the Warehouse
Act, a Grain Standard Act, the Federal Farm Loan Act (provided $500,000
for each of the farm loan banks), the Revenue Bill of 1916 (established an
income tax as high as ten pel' cent), the workmen's compensation bill for
federal employees, the Jones Act of 1916 (liberalized the government of the
Philippine Islands, and promised the Filipinos independence), and the Adamson Act (provided overtime pay for railroad workers after eight hours a day
in an effort to pevent a nationwide railroad strike)."
Rayburn, not in the progressive camp on the child labor issue, opposed the
Keating-Owen child labor bill to prohibit goods in interstate commerce pro·
duced by cbild labor. The House passed the amendment by an overwhelming
337 to 46 vote.~ Rayburn explained to the voters of the Fourth District
that he was "an earnest advocate of child labot' laws that are enforced by
local authorities. I can see no reason for the federal government to force its
hands into our local affairs."'"
7. His Routine
In these early years in the House of Representatives, Rayburn developed a
fairly definite routine which he consistently followed. He arose at seven and
took exercise before a breakfast of honey, toast, eggs, bacon and coffee. He
then made the long walk to his office in the old Malthy Building. By 1914,
Rayburn had moved over to Garner's office in the House Office Building,
because Garner's wife did most of his secretarial work at home. 01
Rayburn used his mornings for answering mail, running errands for constituents, and for attending committee hearings. Judge Adamson reported
that Rayburn seldom missed a committee meeting, and was a glutton for
work. In the afternoons, Rayburn attended the House sessions, and in the
evenings retired to the Cochran Hotel. For dinner, he preferred corn on the
cob, string beans, steak or chicken, and blueberry or apple pie. He avoided
sandwiches, spices and pepper, and kept to a country style menu, except for
an occasional Mexican dinner.
A man of rigid and conservative habits, the serious minded Rayburn had
little time for frivolity, booze and women. He avoided Washington's social
life, refused to play poker, steered clear of drinking bouts and hangovers,
and was content with an occasional bourbon and water. Rayburn and Sum.
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mers, the two bachelor members of the Texas congressional delegation, did
attend a party given by Senator and Mrs. Ollie James, in honor of Miss
Nancy O'Donahough, of Philadelphia. Rayburn seemed little interested in
women, and spent few evenings with feminine companions. He preferred to
discuss politics, a moot point in American history, or his cattle and crops
on his Fannin County fann. He enjoyed an occasional movie or game of
golf.... These extracurricular activities were not debilitating, and did not
prevent him from receiving his habitual nine hours of sleep.
8. Rayburn Makes Valuable Contacts
By 1916, influential Bouse Democrats had noticed Rayburn. Champ Clark,
the venerable Democratic Rouse Speaker, did not consider him brilliant, but
regarded Rayburn as able, friendly, self-composed and a potential House
leader. Clark advised him to broaden his horizons by studying the lives of
Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Hart Benton, and other great American statesmen, and to study the legislative methods of James Knox Polk and William
Hobart McKinley-both able members of the House. Adhering to this con·
structive advice, Rayburn broadened his knowledge and grasp of American
history and politics, and developed a profound respect for McKinley's legis·
lative and executive talents.'"
Rayburn was a welcome guest at Garner's informal drinking and business
sessions. These sessions of prominent House members developed into the
"Board of Education," an informal institution with considerable influence in
the operations of the House. Democratic and Republican party leaders skillfull)' used the uBoard" to educate young members in parliamentary practice
and strategy, and to cull knowledge from young congressmen. HCaetus Jack"
Garner asserted: "You get a couple of drinks in a young congressman and
then you know what he knows and what he can do. We pay the tuition by
supplying the liquor."- The uBoard of Education" supported its patrons; it
also helped the young men to advance. Rayburn's selection to membership in
this body brought him to the attention of his fellow congressmen, and enabled him to display his ability, and to master the tricks of the trade.'" He
usually followed the lead of Garner, his elder by several years, and his
senior in service by a decade.
Rayburn's membership on the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce
Committee, and his admission to the "Board of Education" were the result
of the beneficial alliance between the two Texans. But Rayburn was different
from Garner. From northeast Texas, Ra)'burn put "no great stock in money
for itself, or property for itself, except for the proper maintenance of one's
family ... and a proper station in life, nnd therefore did not really fear
economic reform, not even sweeping economic reform. u" Having experienced
poverty, he took an interest in the little man, and was more sympathetic for
those who failed....
Garner was a showy, aggressive nouveau riehe Westerner. Possessing considerable ranch holdings, Garner ,,;gorously opposed federal interference
with his own use of cheap labor. John L. Lewis later called Garner a "laOOrbaiting, poker-playing, whiskey-drinking evil old man." Having the Southerner's and the Westerner's distrust of Wall Street, he championed the se-
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curities and holding company legislation of t.he New DeaLs During Garner's
life Uchanges weakened the heritage of southern traditionalism, revolutionized the economy, and made Texas more western than southern." Texans did
not have the Mississippian's obsession about the Negro. Their major concern
was Umoney and how to make it, about oil and sulphur and gas, about cattle
and dust storms and irrigation, about cotton and banking and Mexicans
1151

9. World War I
In the second Wilson Administration, foreign affairs took precedence over
domestic affairs. Rayburn, who admitted that he did not have n profound
grasp of foreign affairs, believed as most Americans, that the United States
could stay out of World War I; but on April 5, 1917, he voted for Wilson's
war declaration,» Rayburn, a thirty-five year old legislator, enjoying his
third term in the House of Representatives, did not resign his congressional
seat to become a member of the United States armed forces.
Rayburn played n significant role in House legislation to establish war
insurance, compensation and vocational rehabilitation for American servicemen involved in World War 1.1) The insurance bill, as reported by the House
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, sought to end the pension system, and to place administrative control of war insurance and compensation
to servicemen under the Bureau of War Risk Insurance and the Treasury
Department.$( The bill allowed servicemen to take from $1,000 to $5,000 insurance at $8 per thousand, the normal peacetime rate, instead of $58 per
thousand, the private wartime insurance rate. At Rayburn's insistence the
House amended the bill and raised the limit from $5,000 to $10,000." From
September 7 to 13, 1917, Rayburn led the proponents of the bill in the House
debate. The servicemen's bill, more liberal and comprehensive than that of
any other nation involved in World War [, protected the single man, and
provided hospitalization and compensation for soldiers, their widows, and
their orphans.
In addition, the Congress passed a bill, providing federal aid lor vocational rehabilitation. Rayburn, an active proponent of the bill, asserted on
the House floor on June 8, 1918, that the purpose of the bill was
to rehabilitate-to prepare a man mechanically, as near as we
can, to what he was before-and not to go into all kinds of professions, not try to teach a man to be a doctor or a lawyer or a preacher . . . It is rehabilitation and reeducation, not to start out and
teach professions of one kind, and the other to make him independent and self-sustaining, if possible.v
10. Government Ownership of the Railroads
In World War I, Rayburn supported government ownership of the railroads as a wartime measure, but was active in efforts to return the railroads
to their private owners upOn the termination of the war. On January 3, 1917,
Rayburn's objection blocked unanimous consideration of Adamson's proposal
to extend the life of the Newlands Railway Investigating Committee for
one year." On February 2, 1918, the Bouse Interstate and Foreign Commerce
Committee, by a 15 to 6 vote, amended the administration's railroad bill,
"so a8 to fix the period that the railroads shall remain under the operation
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of the Government as two (2) years following the proclamation by the President of a ratification of a treaty of peace." The administration Democrats
were unable to prevent the conservatives from establishing a definite date
for the termination of governmental control.~
In supporting the termination of government control of the railroads,
Rayburn argued that wages were higher under capitalism, and that government ownership would destroy the Republic. He contended: 1'1 want to see
all of these war powers repealed and the Government get out of these
expensive and socialistic businesses. I want to get back to normal. lPOO Rayburn
asserted that he wanted 'Ito protect the public. . . and the honest laboring
man (from the agitator) who goes around to disseminate his doctrines
among peaceful, lawabiding, and satisfied men, in order to collect a fee...""
He attacked Gompers and other labor leaders for only endorsing legislation,
which would provide for government ownership of the railroads. These
efforts and his opposition to the Plumb Plan, which provided for government ownership of the railroads, and for union participation in the management and profits of the railroads, incurred the opposition of the railway
unions.6~

In his third and fourth terms, Rayburn kept his consistent pattern. He
voted for the ill-fated prohibition amendment and against women's suffrage. In the second 'Wilson administration, he voted for the Transportation Act of 1920, the Espionage Act, the Sedition Act, the Lever Food
Control Act, the Soldiers Bonus Bill, the Wilson deiense program, the General Leasing Act, the Water Power Act, and the passage of the Burnett immigration bill over the President's veto.'" Rayburn was as susceptible as
most Americans to the Red Scare of 1919. On February 20, 1920, he asserted:
... I want to see our Americanization law strengthened. I believe
in America for Americans. This country to too small for any man or
set of men who pay allegiance to any other Government or any
other flag. This is no place for the man who violates our law-be he
high or low, rich or poor. The anarchist and the Bolshevik shall go.
This is a mighty good country because 99 per cent of the people
regardless of section or party, are good citizens and loyal."
In 1920, Rayburn earned the right to his fifth congressional term by defeating Richard Edwin (Ed) Westbrook. Rayburn spoke in the Midwest in
behalf of the Democratic ticket of James Cox and Franklin Roosevelt. In
the Harding landslide, the Republicans won a majority of 22 in the Senate,
and 167 in the House. Champ Clark, Cordell Hull and Henry T. Rainey, of
Illinois, were among the Democratic victims. So many Democratic members of the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Commitee lost their
seats in the Republican congressional victories in 1918 and 1920 that Rayburn moved up the committee seniority ladder.
Rayburn, who had amounted to little in Washington's political and social
circles in 1913, had a remarkable career in his first foul' terms in the Wilson
administrations. His Stock and Bond Bill formed a major part of the Wilson
anti-trust program, and was enacted almost in toto by the Republican
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Congress in the Esch-Cummings Bill of 1920." He amended the Carmack
amendment to protect railroad shippersj he played a vital role in the formation and passage of the war risk insurance of World 'War I; and he was
instrumental in returning the railroads to private ownership. Most important, he had gained valuable seniority on the House Interstate and Foreign
Commerce Committee, an excellent understanding of the House's complicated rules, procedures and methods, and the support of highly influential
uHouse Democrats."
The domination of the federal government by the majority Republican
party, Alben Barkley's position of seniority on the House Interstate and
Foreign Commerce Committee, and opposition from the American Railway
Union, the Ku Klux Klan, and the Farmers Tenant Union in the Fourth
District were the major obstacles to Rayburn's advance in the House of
Representatives.

NOTES

•

•
r

'Quoted in Neil MacNeill, Forge of Democracy .. the H01(Se of Representatives (New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1963), p. 128. (Hereinafter
cited as MacNeil, Forge of Democracy.)
'Ibid., p. 128.
JDwayne L. Little, liThe Congressional Career of Sam Rayburn, 19131961," (Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of Cincinnati, 1962), p. 21.
(Hereinafter cited as Little, "Sam Rayburn.")
·C. Dwight Dorough, Mr. Sam (New York: Random House, 1962), pp.
122-123. (Hereinafter cited as Dorough, Mr. Sam).
sAle.....ander Graham Shanks, "Sam Rayburn and the New Deal, 1933·
1936," (Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of North Carolina,
1965). p. 7.
'House JOltMlal of the Texas Legislature, 31 Cong., 1 Sess. (Austin, Texas: Von Boeckmann.Jones Company Printers, 1909), pp. 98, 99,113.
'Dorough, Mr. Sam, p. 89; See also William S. White, The Professional:
Lyndon B. Johnson (New York: Fawcett Co., 1964), p. 70.
'Author's interview with Marvin Jones, Washington D.C., September 9,
1965. (Hereinafter cited as author's interview with Marvin Jones, September
9, 1965); Author's interview with Dwight B. Hardeman, Washington, D.C.,
August 11, 1963.) In the 1960's the Texas House elected a speaker younger
than Rayburn.
'Thirteenth Census of the United States, (Washington: United States Government Printing Office, 1911), p. 818.
IO/bid., p. 818; Valton J. Young, The Speaker's Agent (New York: Vantage Press, 1956), pp. 78-79; Author's interview with Dr. Joe Risser, Bonham, Texal:;, June 9, 1965.
IIDorough, lIJr. Sam, pp. 115-116.
ulbid., p. 119.
ulbid, p. 135.
l"Thomas Terry Connally, My Na'me is Tom Connally as told to Alfred

74

East Texas Hi3torical Journal

Steinberg (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1954), p. 111.
1JCongreBBional Record, 63 Cong., 1 Sess., (Washington: Government
Printing Office. 1913), L, 1247. (Hereinafter cited as Congreuional Record,
63 Cong., 1 Sess.)
'·Ray Stannard Baker, Woodrow WilBon Li/e and Letters (London: William Heinemann, Ltd., 1932), IV, p. 373; See also Little, HS am Rayburn." p.
27.
"Arthur S. Link, WilBon, The Nelf) Freedom (Princeton, New Jersey:
Princeton University Press, 1956), pp. 425-426. (Hereinafter cited as Link,
Wilson, The New Freedom); The New York Ttmes, May 8, 1914, 6:1. Rayburn was a member of the subcommittee which drew up the Trade Commission Bill.
"Congressional Record, 63 Congo 2 Seas., (Washington: United States Government Printing Office, 1916), LI, 9689. (Hereinafter cited as Congressional Record, 63 Cong., 2 Sess.); New York Times, June 4, 1914, p. 20. The
committee divided the bill into two bills, so one would stand if the Supreme
Court voided the other.
ew York Times, June 6, 1914, 1 :3.
"Congressional Record, 63 Cong., 2 Sess., LI, 9684; Dewey Wesley Grantham, Jr., "Southern Congressional Leaders and the New Freedom, 19131917," Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of forth Carolina, Chapel
Bill, N.C., 1946), p. 35. (Hereinafter cited as Grantham, "Southern Congressional Leaders.") See also Dewey Wesley Grantham, Jr., IlTexas Congressional Leaders and the New Freedom, 1913-1917/' Southwestern Historical Quarterly (July, 1949), LIll, pp. 39-40. (Hereinafter cited as Grantham, "Texas Congressional Leaders.").
21Congre88ional Record, 63 Cong., 2 Sess., LI, 9684, 9687; New York
Times, May 8, 1914, 6:1.
"Ibid., 9685.
nlbid., 9912; Grantham, "Southern Congressional Leaders," p. 35; Little,
"Sam Rayburn," p. 27; Grantham, "Texas Congressional Leaders," p. 42.
:"Woodrow Wilson to Sam Rayburn, June 9, 1914, in Samuel Taliaferro
Rayburn Papers, Sam Rayburn Library, Bonham, Texas. (Hereinafter cited
as Rayburn MSS.).
ISNew York Times, June 20, 1914, 10:4; See also, Alfred Lief, Brandeis;
the PCT80rlai History of an American. Ideal (New York: Stackpole and Sons,
1936), p. 297.
-New York Times, June 3, 14, September 7, 1914,8:4; Link, WilBon, the
New Freedom, pp. 426-427; See also Little, "Sam Rayburn," p. 31. On opposition to the Rayburn bill which was almost identical with the Federal
Securities Act of 1933, see New York Times, June 12, August 28, 1914.
1JDorough, Mr. Sarn, pp. 126-128.
"Sam Rayburn to D. L. Dement, April 12, 1916, in Rayburn MS8; Congressional Record, 63 Cong., 2 Sess., LI, 6830.
:'tNew York TimeB, March 17, 1915, 15:3.
"Ibid., March 31, 1915, 10:7.

•

•

,

•

,
East Texas Histo'*al Journal

•

•

•

•

•

•

75

"Ibid., March 22, 1915, 8 :3.
J2Arthur Stanley Link, Woodrow WilBon an.d the Progressive Era, 19101917, in New American Nation Series (New York: Harper and Brothers,
1954), p. 50. (Hereinafter cited as Link, Progressive Era.).
"Congressional Record, 63 Cong., 2 Sess., LI, 999, 3291. 6089; 63 Cong.,
3 8es!., (Washington: Government Printing OCfice. 1915). LII. 1483-1484.
(Hereinafter cited as Congre88ional Record, 63 Cong., 3 Sess.).
"Congressional Record, 63 Cong., 2 Sess., LJ, 2911.
)llbid., 15772; New York Times, October 22, 1914, 3:2. For a discussion
of the southern agrarian-Wilson clash of 1914 see Arthur S. Link, lVilson;
the Struggle lOT Neu.trality (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University
Press, 1960). pp. 91-104. (Hereinafter cited as Link, The Struggle For Neutrality.
MLink, The Struggle For Neutrality, pp. 98-99; C01zgressional Record, 63
Cong., 2 Sess., Ll, 16210; New York Times, October 6, 1914, 8:2. As Democratic Majority Leader, and as Speaker Rayburn advised fo'reshmen House
members that in order to get along, it was necessary to go along. Rayburn
did not follow his famous adage when he was a freshman congressman.
after cited as Memorial Services); Paul F. Henly, IIThey are just Crazy
About Sam." Saturday Evening Post, CCXXIV (November 24, 1951), 23;
Author's interview with Marvin Jones, September 9, 1965.
"Cotlgressiollal Record, 64 Gong" 1 Sess., (Washington Government
Printing Office, 1916), LlI, 2340. (Hereinafter cited as Congreuional Record, 64 Cong., 1 Sess.).
"Ibid., LIV, 1042, 4731, 6376, 12697-12700; LIlI, 13450, 13463; Link, Progressive E,'(J, p. 192.
)9Congressional Record, 64 Cong., 1 Sess' J Ln.I, 7272, 8017, 10886, 10916,
13608. Wilson and the Democrats were effective in keeping party members
in line. "The Democratic caucus met regularly and its decisions were fairly
binding. Indeed the Republicans often complained that the real debate on
issues took place not on the floor of the House, where they had at least a
voice, but in the caucus room."
-Anne Firor Scott, liThe Southern Progressive in National Politics, 19061916," (Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Radcliffe University, 1957), pp.
186, 191. (Hereinafter sited as Scott, "Southern Progressives."); Congresaional Record, 64 Cong., 1 Sess., LIIl, 2035; Link, Progressive Era J p. 226.
•ISam Rayburn to H. E. Ellis, April 24, 1916 in Rayburn MSS; Congressional Record, 63 Cong., 3 Sess., LH, 3836.
4Dorough. Mr. Sam, p. 127.
4Jbid., pp. 126-128j Author's interview with Mr. S. E. Bartley, June 5,
1965; Author's interview with Buck Henson, Ivanhoe, Bonham, Texas, June
7, 1965; Author's interview with Charles M. Watson, Bonham, Texas, June
11, 1965.
"Dorough, Mr. Sam., pp. 127·133; Bascom Nolly Timmons, Houston Chronicle, December 12, 1961, in Memorial Services Held in the House 01 Repreaenta.tivea and the Senate 01 the United States. Together and Remarka
Presented in Eulogy 01 Sam Rayburn: Late a Representative 01 Texas

76

East Texas Historical Journal

•

(\Vashington: U. S. Government Printing Office. 1962). p. 297. (Herein~Bascom Nally Timmons. Houston Chronicle. October 11, 12, 1961, in Mentorial Services.
4I$MacNeil. Forge oj Democracy, p. 82.
.oJosep Alsop and Robert Kintner, " Tever Leave Them Angry," Saturday
Evening Post, CCXIII (January 18. 1941), 77-78.
-Maley, Master8 oj Politic8, p. 2.'-'.
"'Author's interview with Columbus C. Baker, Bonham, Texas, June 9,
1965; Authors interview with Dr. Risser, June 9, 1965; Vnldimar Orlando
Key, SOllthent Politics hI State and Nation (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1949) I pp. 25-1-255. (Hereinafter cited as 1\«::)'. SOl/then' Politics).
~Key. Southenl Politic8. pp. 244-245; Bascom N. Timmons, Ganler 01 Texas, a Personal Hi.olary (New York: Harper, 1948), pp. 185, 191, 260.
J'Key. Soltthenl Politics, pp. 25-1-255. Garner became disenchanted with
the New Deal and broke with Roosevelt during his second tenn.
);Collgressiollo1 Record, 65 Cong., Special Bess., LV, 413.
o,<Jlbid., 65 Cong., 2 Bess., LVII 2394, 239:>.
~New York Times, August 8, 1917, 6:7; See also Frederic L. Paxson,

•

Amen'ca at War. 1917·1918 (BoBton): Houghton Mifflin Co., 1939). pp. 206-

207.
"New York Times, September 14, 1917,4:1; Little "Sam Rayburn," p. 39.
$ePaul Douglas, l'War Risk Insurance Act," Journal of Political Economy,
XXVI, (May, 191 ) p. 4 1; See also W. F. Gephart, "'Var Risk Insurance
Act of the United States." American. Economic Review VIII, March, 1918,
pp. 195-207. In 1919, Rayburn introduced a bill for increased compensation
to disabled soldiers. He also opposed Republican efforts to place soldiers' insurance under the control of the Pension Office.
~Collu,.e88ional Recon/, 65 Cong., Sess., L"I, 7554,
"Ibid.• 64 Cong.• 2 Sess., LVI, 800; New York Tones. January 4, 1917,
5:1; Bonham Daily Favorite, January 5, 1957.
""New York Times, February 3, 1918, 1:4.
CCongressional Record, 66 Cong., 2 Sess., LIX, 3209.
·'Ibid., 66 Cong., 1 Sess.• LVIII, 8375. Rayburn wanted to pay the railroad owners a payment equal to the last three years earnings, and to divide
the power to establish railroad rates between the PresidC'nt nnd the ICC.
....New York Times, AUi:"ust 8,1914,1:4.
~Congre88iollal Record, 64 Cong., 2 Sess., LIV, 2457, 4690. 4692, 61 6,
24442; LV, 4290 LIX, 2713, 6538; Paxson, AmcJil'o at War, II, p. 132. Rnrburn voted for the Transportation Act of 1920 despite his opposition to
the statutory rule of rate making.
....CoJiuressional Record, 66 Cong., 2 Sess., LJX, 3209.
"~Dorough, Mr.
am, PI'. 154-155. New York Times incorrectly reported
that Rayburn appeared to have lost the election. New York Times, July 28,
1918. 12:2.
~Grantham, "Texas Congressional Leaders," p. 48; See also Link, 'Wilson,
The New Freedom, pp. 425-426.
I

•

,

East Texas Historical Journal

77

NOTES ON THE GALVESTON DAILY NEWS
Maury Darst

•

The Galveston Daily News celebrated its 126th birthday April 11, 1968.
It is the oldest continuously published daily newspaper in Texas. Last year,
the paper was purchased by Southern Newspapers Inc., of Montgomery,
Alabama, who instituted new methods of operation. The year 1968 also
marks the sale of its former quarters on historic. Mechanic Sreet in downtown Galveston to a non-newspaper owner. Abandoned in 1965 for more
modern quarters, the old brick News Building was the first constructed in
the Southwest housing a complete newspaper operation. The year also will
note the change in method of printing from letterpress to offset, the latter
being a new, modern and more economical method of printing.

•

•

•
For many years this bronze plaque on the front of the old Galveston
New8 building in downtown Galveston testified to the newspaperl s long
length of sen-ice to its community and to Texas. When the newspaper moved several years ago to newer quarters the plaque was removed.
The writerl s association with The Galvssum Daily News as n. reporter
from 1963 to 1965, gave access to the many clippings and bound files of its
long and colorful history. The following is a condensed historical sketch
taken and edited from these various articles, many of which are yellowed
with age and water-soaked from various storms.
It also is a fitting tribute to "The Old Lady By the Sea," which has
played an important role in the political aspects of the Lone Star State.
Ths Galvssto't! News was born in 1842 in an era when American journaJ-
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ism dealt lavishly in opinion. Throughout its 126-yeaT history it has spoken
its mind on many great and important public issues.
From its infancy as a small often-issued weekly publication, while Texas
was still a republic, The Galveston Daily New. has interested itself in political action mainly as a means to an end. The ends it sought have been
closely identified with the economic and cultural progress of the State.
Galvestonians first read The .VewB April 11, 18.,J2, and it was announced
the publication would appear daily, except Sunday, by George French. However. the newspaper can trace its beginnings to March 20, 1841, when Samuel Bangs issued the first edition of Tlte Daily Galuestonian. According to
sources, The News appeared every day for several weeks, dropped to a triweekly and soon a weekly publication.
Early in its career The News manifested an independence of political
thought unusual in journals of that day. With its membership in the Union,
Texas acquired a share in the political controversies which agitated the
westward expansion of the budding Republic. 'Vhen Texas was admitted to
the Union as a state, the contest between Whigs and Democrats revealed
the cleavage in principles which eventually led to secession and the Civil
War.
Willard Richardson, whose editorship of The News brought him statewide acclaim, was an adopted son of South Carolina and was an ardent disciple of John C. Calhoun as well as a firm believer in states' rights.
Perceiving Texas was entering an era of great expansion, Richardson
decided not to identify The Galveston New8 with either of the leading national parties, explaining that the interests of the new state will be better
protected by keeping aloof from party contests. l

•

uWe have never pretended to publish what is called a neutral paper.
We believe it is our duty to have decided opinions upon all public Questions
and to declare them frankly, giving our reasons for them, regardless of
whether they are considered as favoring one party or the other.'»
Annexation was the leading public issue before Texans in the spring of
1842 and The Nett·s jumped into the battle. In espousing the cause for an·
nexation, The News also became clamorously pro-Mirabeau B. Lamar.
George H. French, first editor and partner with Samuel Bangs, heaped
editorial criticism on the Texas commissioners to Washington for what he
considered lack of diligence in urging annexation. This was the beginning
of a feud between The Neu:s and Sam Houston, which lasted until the latter's death in 1863.
With the State's political future apparently assured by annexation, The
New8 under Richardson's guidance, turned to economic problems. Hanging
darkly over the new state's financial reputation was the unpaid debt of the
republic. Richardson urged that $10,000,000 received from the United States
in satisfaction of Texas' claims to territory which was later incorporated
into the states of New Mexico, Arizona and Colorado, be used to payoff the
old debts. This was eventually done.
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Success of another Richardson campaign of the post-war annexation
period was longer delayed. This was for repeal of the state prohibition of
banks, which had been taken from the constitution of the republic. Several
years elapsed before the han was lifted, but not before it was allowed to
become a dead issue.
Texas saw its first mile of railroad built in 1851, though numerous railroad companies had been chartered before that time, including several by
the republic. Realizing the importance of railroad transportation to the
state's development, Richardson launched a crusade for a system of stateowned roads.

•

•

•

•

•

,

Government ownership of public utilities ran counter to his general convictions, but the slow progress of building by private companies had convinced him that only the state could prov'ide the sorely needed carriers.
He opened his campaign wih a seven column wide map on the first page
of the April 17, 1856 issue, following it up with news stories, editorials
and special articles. Though he went to Austin to lobby personally for his
plan, the Legislature turned it down and adopted the loan bond plan. It
is interesting to note, however, that pioneer railroad building in Texas
generally followed the lines laid out on the editor's map.
Early in 1862 The News became a war refugee, moving its publication
offices to Houston, as required by an order issued by Governor Francis R.
Lubbock. that all civilians evacuate the Island. During the war years,
The News employed its editorial influence in behalf of the Confederacy.
Reporting the war and overcoming shortages of newsprint and other
handicaps, Richardson and his editorial staff favored continuing the
struggle west of the Mississippi even after Lee's surrender at Appomattox. However, in May, 1865, the newspaper admitted the Confederacy was
dead.
Returning to Galveston alter the war, The News looked to an era of
peaceful reconstruction. The paper began daily publication, increased its
size and appointed additional correspondents, who made liberal use of the
new telegraph lines being installed throughout the state. But in thinking
to push politics into the background, Richardson and his new partner,
Colonel A. H. Belo, reckoned without the llradicals" in the North who
were determined to treat the Southern States as conquered provinces.
Disregarding threats made by the reconstruction regime, The NewB plunged
into the fight to restore home-rule government to Texas. Although the
newspaper remained independent, the paper found itself in a fight to return government to Texans and an ally of the Democratic Party, to which
Richardson replied, "We support the Democratic Party because it is right.""'
For five years Richardson and his associates carried on the fight through
columns of Th~ News and sometimes from the public platfonn. Bela
reported from the Democratic National Convention in July, 1872, which
nominated Borace Greeley, editor of the N~w York Tribu.ne, for president. Greeley, also the nominee of a liberal wing of the Republican Parly,
was badly beaten in the election, but The N~w. helped carry Texas for
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him. The election of 1873 carried the last of the carpetbaggers in Texas
from office. "The Lone Star State," wrote Richardson, "had been redeemed from the rule of the alien, the scalawag and the thief."

As the economic situation improved toward the end of the 1870's, The
News instituted a number of innovations in an effort to improve its
service both to its readers and to the State of Texas as a whole. In 1878,
it installed the first web-perfecting press in Texas and started its famous
series of September 1 editions reviewing the progress of Galveston and Texas.
About the same time, it began delivering its papers to Houston via its
own dummy locomotive and in 1883, it became the first newspaper in the
United States to use a train regularly. six days a week, to deliver its
papers in outside cities.

•

The train was operated over the Galveston, Houston and Henderson
Railroad to Houston. The newspaper also became the first to institute
home delivery in an outside city, in Houston. By 1880, business and reporting offices were established in Houston, Fort Worth, Waco and San
Antonio.
Now old and in failing health, Richardson left the business and editorial
direction of the newspaper to his younger associate, Belo. One of the last
editorials from Richardson's pen was a defense of The News against a
charge of a contemporary that it was false to the Democraic Party. Asserting the paper had always been true to the creed of Jeffersonian
democracy, Richardson wrote:
A generation has almost passed since the senior proprietor of
The Galveston News entered upon that which has been his life's
work-the management of an honest and upright and truthful
journal. In reviewing that life's work as written in the files of this
journal, he is proud to say that, he has always battled for the
right, been the foeman of corruption in high places and the uncompromising advocate of the material advancement of the people
of Texas.

Richardson's death July 26. 1875, elicited tributes of appreciation from
newspapers throughout Ute nation.
With the establishment of The Dalas News in 1885, that newspaper
became the spokesman for the northern hal! of the state, following the
editorial policies of The News at Galveston, and for 38 years continued joint
publication and transmitting editorial matter via a leased telegraph wire
between the two points.
June 14, 1 84, however, was the biggest day in the history of the newspaper as well as in the annals of journalism. It was on this date The
Galveston News officially opened the first building in the Southwest constructed and equipped solely lor the individual needs of a newspaper. The
$125,000 brick structure had a revolutionary impact in the world of printers
ink and type.
A clipping from the Centennial Edition of the Galveston Daily News,
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April 11, 1942, reported, "The New York Hemld watched this move with
interest and soon afterward it built a similar plant . . . ."

•

The business offices, counting room and a large vault occupied the front
part of the first floor, with the pressroom immediately back of them and
the engine room in the extreme rear. The second floor was devoted to
editorial departments with space in the rear of the building for storing
rolls of paper. The top floor was the composing room. The story also
boasted of the new building's modern printing press which was regarded as
a "mechanical marvel" turning out more than 15,000 newspapers an hour.
The year 1890 saw The News plunge headlong into another turbulent
political campaign. This time its opponent was James Stephen Hogg, who
was running for governor after serving four years as attorney general.
Again it was the issue and not the man which was the crux of the controversy. The News regarded Hogg as a radical, opposing in particular
his proposal to amend the state constitution to authorize a Texas railroad
commission. After the warmest campaign the Lone Star State had experienced in years, the Rusk native won the Democratic nomination and the
convention endorsed the railroad body proposal. Two years later Hogg
was re-elected, again, The News had opposed his bid for the state's high
post, aggravating the paper's distrust of his "radicalim," It was especially
outraged by a law which the Legislature passed with his blessings that
forbade foreigners from owning or holding land in Texas. Known as the
Alien Land Law, this measure was responsible, in part, for the demise of
one industrial town in Texas, New Birmingham, in Cherokee county.

•

This town had a large iron industry, a handsome railroad depot, a 15block brick business district, graded streets, telegraph and express companies, a newspaper and a luxurious hotel. In 1889 the town was incorporated and claimed 3,000 citizens. When British industrialists, who
had been expected to invest heavily in the ore mining business there became discouraged because of the law and decided against the venture, New
Birmingham went into rapid decline and eventually faded from the picture
altogether.·
Though it had leaned for a time toward the free coinage of silver, The
News became convinced the gold standard was essential to the maintenance
of sound monetary standard. It lined up with the gold champions in the
free silver controversy which shook the nation in the last decade of the 19th
century, strongly supporting President Grover Cleveland's stand on that
issue. William Jennings Bryan's stand on this controversy caused the newspaper to break with the Democrats in the 1896 election campaign and support William McKinley.
As public sympathy spread throughout the United States with the struggle for independence in Cuba from Spain, the paper counseled moderation 8S
the threat of war loomed. While expressing its own sympathy for the Cuban
patriots, the paper saw no occasion for interference by the United States.
Even after the sinking of the U.S. Battleship Maine in Havana harbor, The
Galve8ton NewfJ continued to urge the public and the government to "keep

82

East Texas Historical Journal

cool," but when Congress instructed the President to intervene, The Ne'wB
agreed Uthnt in the presence of a hostile foe, every consideration of public
saIety demands that the people respond to the call of national duty and
strengthen the hands of the constituted authorities."
Following the hurricane which struck Galveston September 8, 1900, The
Nelv8 rose to unsurpassed leadership. The storm struck on Saturday and
raged throughout most of that night. When a telegraph line to the mainland
was set up the following Tuesday, Col. R. G. Lowe, managing editor of The
Neu'B, sent to the Associated Press in New York the first authentic estimate
of Joss. of life and property, coupling it with an appeal for help and aid. He
estimated between 4,000 and 6,000 persons had died in the storm and surrounding area with an estimated property loss of $16,000.000.
The "Old Lady of Mechanic Street" witnessed another change in its history when W. L. Moody Jr.. Galveston financier, purchased the newspaper
from the Belo interests.
In February, 1963, The Houston Post acquired The News with \Villiam P.
Hobby Jr. taking the position of president. In September of that year, nego·
tiations were begun on a new site for the newspaper plant. The first edition
was printed in the new building March 22, 1965.

•

In June, 1967, The How,ton Pod sold the paper to Southern Newspapers
Inc., with major interests owned b}' the Montgomery Adl.·8rtiaer-Journal,
Carmage T. Walls and T. Eugene Worrell.
The News continues today looking fonvard to beginning its 127th year of
operation. As in the past. The News retains its position as a dynamic force
in Galveston County and thE' Texas Gulf coast.
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EAST TEXAS
C. K. Chamberlain
On Sunday, March 17, 1968, the Anderson County Historical Survey Committee dedicated four official Texas Historical Markers to four different
buildings in the city. Thirty minute dedication ceremonies were held at each
of the four buildings: First Christian Church at 2:30 P.M.; First Presbyterian Church at 3:00 P.M.; the Mallard-Alexander House at 3:30 P.M.; and
the Howard House Museum at 4 :00 P.M. The program for the dedication
ceremonies included a short history of the four buildings.
The First Christian Church in Palestine was organized in 1847 under the
leadership of J. F. Taylor. who was the father-in-law of John H. Reagan.
Among the charter members were: the Reverend A. P. H. Jordan, J. F.
Taylor, and Joseph Addison Clark. Following its organization the congregation met in the homes of its members or in the county courthouse. In 1851
the trustees, J. W. Hollingsworth, H. Douglas, J. Hassell, J. F. Taylor, and
W. M. Michaux, were authorized to purchase a lot and build a building, but
it was not until 1859 and after Thomas L. Ricks had transferred to the church
for the sum of one dollar the title of two building lots at the corner of
Poplar and Fannin Str~ts in Old Town (Palestine) that the first building
was constructed. The church trustees in 1859 were: John A. Taylor, J. A.
Clark, Joshua Hollingsworth, O. Fitzallen, and William DeLaney. In 1884 a
second building was erected at the corner of Houston and Crawford Streets,
and although it was a wooden structure it had an imposing spire and served
the congregation until 1906 when a brick building at 113 Crawford Street
was constructed. The cornerstone of the 1905 building was laid by the longtime Sunday School Superintendent, Colonel George A. Wright. Dr. L. D.
Anderson was the pastor. In 1955 the present sanctuary was erected and the
1905 building was transformed into an educational building.
The First Presbyterian Church in Palestine was organized November 3,
1849. The Reverend DavirJ Baker and the Reverend J. N. Becton, Home
Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. were organizers. The
eighteen charter members were: W. B. Files, Fenby Files, D. C. Hunter,
Achsah Hunter, H. H. Link, Martha A. Walton, E. J. DeBard, Mrs.
E. J. DeBard, Lucy Churchchain, F. J. Churchchain, J. F. Walton, Amelia
Walton, J. C. Wortham, Eliza J. Wortham, Mrs. D. A. Calhoun, G. W. Tuggle,
Pauline Jowers, and E. M. Roberts. The first Ruling Elders were W. B.
Files, G. W. Tuggle, and David Hunter. The first pastor was A. M. Becton.
For the first few years the church shared a place of worship with other
groups. Then a small building was erected on North Church Street. The
present building was erected in 1888 on Avenue A. The cornerstone dated
July 12, 1888 lists the building committee: S. M. Luckett, D. D., A. W.
Greeg, G. R. Cooke, J. N. Link, W. M. Lacy, P. A. Kolstad, J. B. McKnight,
Dr. J. L. Grant, and Dr. J. W. Douglas. The original building was constructed of handmade brick and contains beautiful memorial windows. The
Gothic design of the building is embraced by the spire which casts a lovely
glow over the city at night. It is Palestine's oldest churcb building continu-
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ously servin" a congregation. There have been Utree additions to the building, the last addition is a small auditorium in the rear of the building.

First Presb)·terian Church of Palestine
In 1949 during the ministry of Dr. John E. MeLean the church celebrated

its centennial.
What is now known as the Mallard-Alexander House was built by Judge
John B. Mallard in 1 48. The house was built by slave labor. It has a beautiful setting among lovely oak and cedar trees and continues to be on its
original foundation of one and one-half foot legs, although it has been remodeled by later owners. The Forrest Bradberr)"s have lived in the house since
1951. It was marked by the State of Texas in 1952.
On August 17, 1850 Judge Ruehen Reeves and his wife Sarah deeded a plot
of land to Colonel George Howard and his wife Cornelia. and in 1851 the
Howards used the plot to build their house. The Howard House is of Greek
revival influence and is onC' of the best preserved examples of Southern ante
bellum houses in the city. A walk of hand-made brick leads from the street
to the house with its pillorecl portico. A center hall runs through the house
with rooms on either side. There are a number of items including a beautiful
carved piano which are original to the house. The home remained in the

•

•
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possession of the descendants of the Howard Camily until it was purchased
by the City of Palestine on November 23, 1964 for a museum. Since that time
the building has been restor('d and is being furnished by the Garden Clubs,
Historical Groups, and interested citizens. It is now used as a meeting place
for many civic organizations.
On the lawn of the Howard House Museum is the anchor of the steamboat
"Ruthoin" which plied the Trinity River from Galveston to near Palestine.
In the late 1850's or early J860's the boat sank and its anchor was recovered
some fifty years later. For many years the anchor was on display at Ole old
Chamber of Commerce builcHng. In J967 the anchor was marked by the
Daughters of the Republic of Texas and placed on the museum lawn.
The Jasper County Survey Committee has received the marker for the
former site of the Southwest Texas Male and Female College but has not set
the date for the dedication ceremony. The inscription reads:
JASPER COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE, FIRST LOCAL CENTER
FOR HIGHER LEARNI 'G, OPENED 1851; PARTIALLY TAXSUPPORTED, COEDUCATIONAL FIRST PRESIDENT WAS
NOTED EAST TEXAS EDUCATOR, MARCUS MONTROSE,
GRADUATE EDIBURGH UNIVERSITY.
AFTER LOSSES CAUSED BY CIVIL WAR (1861-165), IT
WAS SUCCEEDED 1878 BY SOUTHEAST TEXAS MALE AND
FEMALE COLLEGE, WHICH ATTAINED ENVIABLE STATUS
AND E:-lJOYED THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF CITIZENS OF
J ASPER BEFORE CLOSING IN 1910.
COLLEGE PROPERTIES, INCLUDING A NEW BUILDING
ERECTED IN 1900, WERE DEEDED TO THE ELEMENTARY
AND HIGH SCHOOLS OF JASPER.
Application for a marker for the town of Kirbyville has been approved.
Kirbyville, named for the late John Henry Kirby, was founded in 1895 when
the Gulf, Beaumont, & Kansas City Railway, of which he was presiden~
reached this point. On May I, 1895, lots wfOre auctioned and the town was
officially born.
Application for another marker, this one for the Antioch Primitive Baptist
Church, located about four miles northwest of Buna, has been approved by
the Historical Survey Committee. The Antioch Church wns organized in the
late fall or early winter of 1841 with seventeen charter members:
Jeremiah Day
Mary Richardson
Joseph Laird
Nancy Laird
Benjamin Richardson
Mary Richardson
Hilliard Durdin
Rebecca Richardson
Robert Richardson
Mary Roland
John Richardson
Sarah Durdin
James Richardson
Eliza Richardson
:Martha Crockett
Elijah Allen
Olive Hart
The original records of the church were lost or destroyed, and on January
12, 1884, Mary Richanlson, wife of James, made a written statement about
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the organization of the church. She stated that the persons named met at
the home of John Richardson who lived two or three miles northwest of Buna
and constituted a church, calling it Antioch Primitive Baptist Church of
Jesus Christ. She stated also that John Richardson, Mary Richardson, Nancy
Laird, James Richardson, Elders Levi A. Durham, Edward Parsons, and
Josiah Wheat acted as Presbytery in the constitution.
One of the Mary Richardsons was the wife of James, the other was an
elderly relative living in the family of Oliver Mahaffey. Benjamin and John
were brothers, and their wives were Rebecca and Eliza. Robert Richardson
was Benjamin's son; and James was John's son; and Eliza was his wife.
On January 15, 1967, some six hundred members and visiting friends were
present for the dedication of the historic building medallion awarded to the
Dixie Baptist Church. 'I'llis church was located about seven miles west of
Jasper in the Indian Creek :-ommunity. On October 25, 1967, ten months and
ten days later, this historic buii~ing was destroyed by Cire. So far as can be
learned, the Dixie Baptist is the oldest church in Texas that was organized
by Negroes. For 118 years the church has been active in the social and religious life of its community. The old building had been used for fellowship
and education purposes since the new sanctuary nearby was dedicated in
April, 1965.

•

•

Picture of participants in the awarding of the Medallion to the Dixie
Baptist Church. Left to right the Reverend Nolan Vance, pastor of the First
Methodist Church in Jasper and a member of the Survey Committee, Glen
Dodson, Chairman Jasper County Survey Committee, Dr. William Seale Jr.
of Lamar State College of Technology, whose great-grand father Joshua
Seale, sponsored the original building, Gus Houston who remembers Richard
Seale, the slave organizer of the Dixie Baptist Church, County Judge T.
Gilbert Adams, and the Reverend Isaiah Norsworthy pastor of the church.
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The George \V. Smyth homesite and family cemetery about eleven miles
southwest of Jasper is no longer inaccessible. The land around it, which
now belongs to the Owens·nIinois Company, can be reached. and the company has repaired the old road leading to the site. On the weekend of March
1-3, 1968, Troop No. 50 of Beaumont, Boy Scouts of America, under the
leadership of Scoutmaster Emil Weaver, camped there and cleared both the
cemetery and an area around the Centennial marker. The Jasper County
Historical Survey Committee is to supply and erect directional signs to the
homesite.

•

•

One of the highest achievements in the history of the Polk County Historical Survey Committee has been the publication of its monthly Newsletter
providing news of what the Committee does. The Newsletter serves as a good
example of what can be accomplished through the use of such publications.
After the death of former Governor William P. Hobby, a native of Polk
County, the historical newsletter printed a tribute to him and expressed a
desire for some kind of marker for his birthplace in Moscow or his childhood
home in Livingston. Not long after the Newsletter was printed, its editor,
Mrs. John J. Hollenburger received a phone call from John Ben Shepperd
President of the Texas State Historical Survey Conunittee. Mr. Shepperd commended Polk County on its desire to honor one of its famous native sons and
promised to do all that he could to help. Keeping his promise, Mr. Shepperd
called Houston Harte, president of Harte-Hanks Publications, a close friend
of the former governor. Mr. Harte expressed a willingness to purchase the
marker and with his support the Polk County Historical Survey Committee
was able to hold dedication services for a marker in Moscow on October 25,
1964.
Mr. and Mrs. George R. Brown who attended the dedication services
thought that it would be nice to construct a park surrounding the marker.
Launching a three year campaign the Browns finally managed to purchase
the land around the marker and drew up plans for the park. The plans for
the Hobby Memorial Park provide for pleasant picnic facilities and a handsome gazebo styled after the era of Hobby's childhood. The park, whose construction is due to begin shortly, will have adequate parking facilities and is
easily accessible from Highway 59 or a scenic farm to market road going
south to Lake Livingston.

,

During 1967 the Walker County Historical Survey Committee was actively
engaged in obtaining markers for various points of historical interest in
Walker County. An informative marker, sponsored by Dr. Mac Woodward,
was placed at the grave of Sam Houston.
Other markers include a subject marker for Walker County, a Civil War
marker at the grave of W. E. Collard in Gourd Creek Cemetery and B World
War I marker at the grave of Jessie Pierce in Black Jack Cemetery.
A medallion has been issued for the Browne-Powell Farm, Bluebell Acres,
on which the original log cabin was restored in 1966 by Ben H. Powell, Jr.,
who purchased th-e farm in 1940. Also at present, the Winters Memorial
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Park, in 'Valker County, is being restored by descendants of the early settler
James Winters.
The Harrison County Historical Museum, now two and one-half years old,
bas been a success from the start. Receiving some 2500 annual visitors, the
museum has a series of exhibits that will interest many East Texans.
Adding to its list of Urestored" homes, Marshall can boast of the Pierce
House or Magnolia Hall as it is now called. On the corner of North Columbus
and East Rusk Streets in Marshall stands a restored example of a raised
cottage home typical of many such antebellum homes of the south. For many
years the center of social activity, only to be unoccupied and neglected for 26
years, new life has been infused into this solidly built new home of Mr. and
Mrs. Emory F. Elder and renamed by them, Magnolia Hall.
The original deed to the property dated 1855--recorded in 1869-is now
in the proud possession of the owners. Records indicate construction originally began in 1866, and completion occurred by January 3, 1867, when the
owner, Col. John Lee, gave it to his daughter, Anna Elizabeth Lee, as a
wedding present. Miss Lee went to the house as the bride of John T. Pierce
and ownership remained in that family until the death, in 1961, of Mrs. Hope
Pierce Tartt, of Houston, who willed it to Marshall's First Methodist Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Elder successfully bid for purchase of the property when the
church offered it for sale in June 1966, and soon began the prodigious task
of restoring its former beauty and usefulness. The house had for years been
the haven for birds, cats, squirrels, and numerable insects entering from
many broken windows. Removal of rubbish and dust left undisturbed for
years required several weeks of work before skilled craftsmen began renovation.
Wide stairs lead to the porch which is a highly distinctive feature with its
deep cornice, square columns and perforated balusters. The siding is narrow
clapboards and the once shuttered windows now admit light freely to each
of the 20 by 20 rooms. The Elders carefully retained the period appeal and
beauty of the residence by making as few changes as possible while renovating. The floors were refinished revealing their original beauty. Chimneys
were restored and period wallpaper replaced. The Elders then tried to furnish
the house with selected antiques which they gathered through the years.
The downstairs section houses the kitchen where the original large handhewn beams and the original brick may be seen. Another spacious room
serves as a combination den and bedroom. When purchased by the Elders tile
house had only one cold-water faucet but the Elders added hot water and
converted a wine celler into an unobtrusive but modern bath.

With tile restoration and anticipated marking of Magnolia Hall by the
Texas State Historical Survey Committee, the city of :Uarshall adds another
structure to its growing list of those houses considered Uworthy of preservation."
The Hunt County Historical Society completed the restoration of the oldest
house in Greenville in 1967 and celebrated with a well attended open house
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at its June meeting, held in the building known as the Ende-Gaillard House.
Special guests were the descendants of Fred von Ende, who erected the
house in 1859 as a home for his bride, Emily Reinecker of New Orleans. In
1881 EndeJg first child. Louise, married Dr. David L. Gaillard, and they
took the house over as their home. Eode and Gaillard family representatives
from distant points were present for the appropriate program and reception.

•

•

•

At the June meeting Dr. W. E. Sawyer of the History Department of East
Texas State University at Commerce, was elected president of the Society
for the fiscal year beginning July 1. For the December guest speaker, Dr.
Sawyer brought Mrs. Joyce Price of Greenville who talked on the Old King
Opera House of Greenville which presented dramas and musicals with a
number of distinguished stars during the period when the old play house
enjoyed its best years.
The Bowie County Historical Survey Committee has been quite active
during the past year and has been rewarded by receiving both the Distinguished Service Award and the Quota Buster Club Award.
The Committee has had a total of twenty-nine historical markers approved for Bowie County, ten of them approved during the past year, an
impressive figure for any organization. Included among the markers were
those for the historic towns of Dekalb and Old Boston, both of which predate the Texas Revolution.
Personal markers were erected in New Boston for Dan Lafayette McDuffie,
the last Texas Ranger killed on duty duing the "East Texas Oil Boom" of
the 1930's; Civil War veteran Captain F. M. Henry, a prominent citizen of
Texarkana; and, a third marker for the Robert Mose Hubbard home in
New Boston.

-

A If French in Texas Marker" was placed at the site of Fort Saint Louis,
a trading post founded on the Red River in Bowie County in 1719. Close to
the site of the fort another marker will soon be placed. This marker will
honor a "Christian church" organized in 1841-42 by a preacher from
Indiana, Brother G. Gates. Additional activities of Bowie Countians include
the publication by Emma Lou Meadows (Mrs. oel Meadows) of Dekalb
and Bowu County: History and Geneology (January, 1968).
At Jefferson, in Marion County, plans are going forward rapidly for one
of the best Pilgrimages ever. In addition to the eight homes, Hotel, Museum,
Doll CoUection and "Diamond Bessie" play, there is a new attraction planned
for this year. A structure which has been known as the Jefferson Livery
Stable is being converted into a place to show and market arts and crafts
done by local people.
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Lester bought the property, in the same block as the
Excelsior House, and are returning it as nearly as possible to the way it
appeared when built in 186B. The front of the building is being rebuilt with
old plank and strip walls and double livery-type doors. The new roof is like
the original cedar shakes.
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Interior walJs have been stripped down to the original brick and horse
stalls placed along one wall. These wilt display the arts and crafts. Old time
display cases purchased from old business houses will be used also. There is
a rebuilt hay loft at the rear of the building. Products on display will come
from seamstresses, cabinetmakers, leather workers, wood carvers, ceramic
makers. and metal workers. The Jefferson Livery Stable will be an important
part of the 21st Jefferson Annual Pilgrimage, May 3-5, 1968.
The Tyler County Historical Survey Committee has a new Chairman. Congratulatins 8re in order to Mrs. R. C. Schorlemmer, the new chairman. Activities of the Tyler County Committee have been many and varied during the
past year. In addition to visiting points of historical interest in surrounding
counties, Tyler County was also actively planning its own program. Preliminary plans have been made for the restoration of Fort Teran with camping
and picnic facilities for all organizations to be provided.

•

•

The Annual Dogwood Festival was held at Woodville on March 30, 1968
with tours of historical sites being conducted on the preceding day. ] neluded
sites were the Heritage Gardens, the Allen Shivers Museum, and the Kirby
Museum in Chester. An historical marker was placed at the D. C. Enloe
horne and application for several other sites have been made and approval
is expected shortly. A history of Tyler County has been compiled by Mrs.
Ella Moseley and is to be published in 1968.
During the past year the Morris County Historical Survey Committee has
obtained three historical markers. The first marker was for fonner United
States Senator Morris Sheppard, born near Naples, Texas, in 1875. The second markers was for the historic town of Naples itself. The third marker,
near the entrance to Daingerfield State Park, is for "Caddo Trace" an historic Indian trail.

•

The inscriptions on the three markers read as follows:

HOME TOWN OF
UNITED STATES SENATOR MORRIS SHEPPARD
(1875-1941)
ONE OF GREAT LAWMAKERS OF THE UNITED STATES.
BORN NEAR NAPLES, SON OF JOHN L. AND ALICE EDDINS
SHEPPARD. ATTE 'OED LOCAL SCHOOLS. RECEIVED DEGREES OF B.A. AND LL.B., UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, LL.M.,
YALE, LL.D., SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY. ENTERED LAW PRACTICE IN 1898.
SERVED IN UNITED STATES CONGRESS 1902-1913; UNITED STATES SENATE, 1913-1941. ACTIVE IN LEGISLATION
FOR AGRICULTURE, WATERWAYS, TOPOGRAPHICAL AND
GEOLOGICAL SURVEYS, DEVELOPMENT OF HELIUM AND
POTASH DEPOSITS, CONSTRUCTION AND IMPROVEMENT
OF FEDERAL BUILDINGS (INCLUDING NATIONAL ARCHIVES), FEDERAL INSURANCE FOR BANK DEPOSITS,
AND AIR MAIL SERVICE. AUTHOR IN SENATE OF FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION ACT, THE FEDERAL MATERNITY AND IN-

...
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FANCY ACT, AND THE 18TH (PROHIBITION) AMENDMENT.
HE SUPPORTED THE 19TH (WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE) AMENDMENT.
ONE OF CREATORS OF WORLD WAR I AIRCRAFT BOARD,
HE CONTINUED TO CHAMPION MILITARY AVIATION,
EVEN WHEN AIR POWER WAS DISCREDITED DURING
1920'S AND 30'S. HIS LEADERSHIP PREVENTED DISASTROUS CURTAILMENT OF AIR POWER AND HELPED PREPARE NATION'S AIR DEFENSES IN WORLD WAR II. HE
WAS CHAIRMAN SENATE MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE,
1933-1941. SHEPPARD AIR FORCE BASE, WICHITA FALLS,
WAS NAMED IN HIS HONOR IN 1942.
HE MARRIED LUCILE SANDERSON: THEY HAD 3
DAUGHTERS.
NAPLES
WHEN RAILROADS BY-PASSED PROSPEROUS TOWN OF
WHEATVILLE (3 MI. N.), THIS RIVAL TOWN EMERGED AT
RAILROAD. POST OFFICE MOVED HERE JA . 1882, A D
WAS CALLED STATION BELDEN. NAME WAS CHANGED TO
NAPLES BY U.S. POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, FEB. 1895.
WITH DEPLETION OF HARDWOOD FORESTS, ECONOMY
RETURNED TO CATTLE AND AGRICULTURE.
CADDO TRACE
(1 MY. N)

.

HUNTING AND TRADE ROUTE FOR AREA BETWEEN
ARKANSAS AND RED RIVERS: USED BY CADDO INDIANS,
WHO OCCUPIED THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF TEXAS AND
ADJACENT STATES.
LIKE MANY INDIAN TRAILS, IT WAS LATER USURPED
BY WHITES: AFTER 1840, IT BECAME PART OF STAGE AND
MAIL ROUTES. TEAMSTERS USED IT TRANSPORTING
GOODS TO MARKET: SOLDIERS MARCHED ALONG IT TO
AND FROM SEVERAL WARS.
THE TRACE FOLLOWS OR CROSSES IN PLACES 3 OTHER
EARLY TRAILS: CHEROKEE, CHOCTAW, AND TRAMMEL'S
TODAY STATE HIGHWAYS 11 AND 49 (HUGHES SPRINGS
TO DAINGERFIELD) FOLLOW THE SAME GENERAL ROUTE.
On May 7, 1967, the Freestone County Historical Museum was officially

•

opened at Fairfield and was a success from the start. Attendance had risen
to 3,000 by the end of the year. High point of the year was the donation of
two pre-Civil War log cabins which have been moved to the Museum at Fairfield and are in the process of being restored. The donors were the Carter
and Watson families.
Grave markers have been placed at the graves of Blind Lemon Jefferson,
famous Negro blues singer, in Wortham Negro Cemetery, and Robert B.
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Longbotham in Longbotham Cemetery, Wortham. The Longbotbam inscription reads:

ROBERT B. LONGBOTHAM
(DEC. 29, 1797 - AUG. 6, 1883)
BORN IN SUNDERLAND ENGLAND. CAME TO AMERICA
AS CARPENTER'S APPRENTICE ON A SHIP. MARRIED LUCY
HAGGARD, 1820, IN ALABAMA.
CAME TO TEXAS, 1832, OBTAINED LAND GRANT FROM
MEXICO, 1835. IN 1836 FOUGHT IN TEXAS REVOLUTION
INDIAN WARS. IN 1848 LOCATED HERE.
AND IN 1839 I
TOWNSHIP WAS NAMED FOR HIM UNTIL POST OFFICE
WAS RENAMED WORTHAM IN 1874. DESCENDANTS PROMINENT IN TEXAS. LONGBOTHAM LODGE NO. 428, A.F.&A.M.
NAMED IN HIS HONOR.
Three other historical markers have been awarded to Freestone County.
One marker went to the Salem Predestinarian Baptist Church and Cemetery
located six miles south of Teague. The second marker was for the ghost town
of Cotton Gin, whose inscription reads:
GHOST TOWN OF COTTON GIN
SETTLED PRIOR TO 1848, WHEN DR. J. S. WILLS ESTABLISHED A MULE DRAWN GIN HERE. POST OFFICE WAS
FOUNDED IN 1851, THE YEAR COUNTY WAS ORGANIZED.
DR. WILLS GAVE A BLOCK OF LAND FOR COURTHOUSE,
BUT VOTERS DECLINED TO MAKE COTTON GIN THE
COUNTY SEAT.
TOWN HAD 3 CHURCHES, A GOOD SCHOOL, A NEWSPAPER, A MASONIC LODGE, STORES AND SALOONS.
IN THE 1870'S WHEN HOUSTON & TEXAS CENTRAL RAILROAD BUILT A FEW MILES TO THE WEST, BUSINESS
INTERESTS LEFT HERE. COTTON GIN ILLUSTRATES FATE
OF HUNDREDS OF EARLY TEXAS TOWNS, BY-PASSED BY
RAILROADS, HIGHWAY AND INDUSTRY.
The third marker was for the Trinity & Brazos Valley Railway, the f'BoU
Weevil." The marker will be erected at the large two-story depot and division headquarters in Teague. The building has been given to the Teague

Chamber of Commerce for a railroad museum. The inscription on the
marker says:

OLD DIVISION POINT OFFICE FOR THE "BOLL WEEVIL" RAILROAD
IMPORTANT TEXAS TRANSPORTATION ARTERY. CHARTERED AS TRINITY & BRAZOS VALLEY RAILWAY. NICKNAMED FOR SPECIAL TRAINS ROARING DOWN ITS
TRACKS, TAKING MEN TO "BOLL WEEVIL CONFERENCES"
-IN TURN OF CENTURY ALARM OVER PESTS ATTACKING
COTTON AND THE ECONOMY. ANOTHER FOR ROAD WAS
"TURNIP & BEAN VINE."

•
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THE T. & B. V. WAS FOUNDED BY AN INVESTORSTATESMAN, COL. EDWARD M. HOUSE, FAMED FOR HIS
NATIONAL POLITICAL POWER AS ADVISOR OF U.S. PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON. HOUSE'S ASSOCIATES INCLUDED FRANK ANDREWS, FORMERLY ASSISTANT ATTORNEY
GENERAL OF TEXAS; ROBERT H. BANER, STATESMAN
AND INSURANCE EXECUTIVE; AND BENJAMIN F.
YOAKUM, LIFETIME RAILROAD MAN AND AGRICULTURIST.

•

ROAD WAS BUILT 1902-1907 FROM HOUSTON TO CLEBURNE, AND WITH SPECIAL TRACKAGE ARRANGEMENTS
IT BECAME A SHORT-CUT HAULER FROM GALVESTON TO
FORT WORTH AND DALLAS. IT INTRODUCED DIESEL PASSENGER STREAMLINERS TO TEXAS: BELONGED TO BURLINGTON-ROCK ISLAND COMPLEX DURING MOST OF ITS
FIRST 60 YEARS OF SERVICE.

•

TEXAS ATTAINED A PEAK OF 17,078 MILES OF RAILROADS IN 1933. TRAINS STILL HAVE RESPECTED ROLES IN
FREIGHT HAULING. BUT THE ERA OF REGULATING FAMILY CLOCKS BY PASSAGE OF THE "BOLL WEEVIL" OR
SOME OTHER TRAIN IS NOW LARGELY A MATTER OF
WARMLY-CHERISHED HISTORY.

...
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BOOK REVIEWS
Sam Houston with the Cherokee-s, 18f9-18~3. By Jack Gregory and Rennard
Strickland. Austin, University of Texas Press, 1967.206 pp. Bibliography
and Index. $6.00.
Professors Jack Gregory and Rennard Strickland of the University of
Arkansas have re-examined Sam Houston's voluntary stay with the Cherokees of eastern Oklahoma and Arkansas between 1829-1 33. More than fifty
biographies have been written about Sam HOllston, but this monograph represents the first attempt to deal exclusively with Houston's stay with the
Indians. The authors have contributed much to fill in this blank spot in the
life of this important Texan.

In compiling the information for this book. the authors used "Indian
agency records, maps, Congressional documents, trader's account books, contemporary diaries, unpublished letters, shipping records, missionary reports,
and newspapers, as well as Houston's letters and speeches." The authors
were also granted permission to use for the first time in a biography on
Houston "the Indian Archives of the Thomas Gilcrease Institute of American History and Art" located at Tulsa. Oklahoma.

Sam Houston with the Cherokees includes some of the legends and speculations about Houston's life during this period. They leave it to the reader,
however, to draw his own conclusions.
The authors seek to establish that Houston did much during his stay with
the Indians. For one thing, he had much time to think about Texas. When
Houston left the Cherokees in 1832, he predicated that he might in the neaT
future become "President of a Republic" because he was liked and sought
by the Texans. He used his stay with the Indians to rebuild his life. While
with the Indians, he became aware of the opportunities in Texas, and of the
possibilities of an army composed of his Cherokee friends. Bouston went to
Texas to follow up the opportunities that were there.
The book is well documented and has an excellent bibliography. The
authors have thoughtfully provided a chronology of Houston's life during
this three and a half years at the end of the narrative. It contains three
important maps. One of the maps shows the exact location of Houston's
"'Wigwam Neosho." This map was previously unpublished. There is also a
collection of eighteen illustrations and a striking portrait of Diana Rogers,
Sam Houston's Cherokee wife, which serves as a frontispiece. This painting
was made by Joan Hill, Creek-Cherokee artist, from contemporary accounts.
Each chapter is introduced by one or two short quotations.
The book is an outstanding, small biography. The facts are presented well
by the authors. Sam Houston's life story is expanded by this book.
Bennett Wayne Gees! in
Nacogdoches, Texas

...
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Thfl University 01 Texas Archives: A Guide to the Hiatorieal Manuacripu
Collections in the University 01 Texas Library. Compiled and edited by
Chester V. Kielman. Austin (University of Texas Press) 1967. 594 pp.
Index and appendices. $25.00.
Dr. Chester V. Kielman, archivist at the University of Texas, has compiled and edited a guide to the historical manuscripts collections in the
University of Texas library. Other librarians might classify this volume
as a descriptive catalogue or an annotated bibliography of archival holdings.
but no matter what name one might use to describe the book, it is a great
gift to the researcher and historian.
The guide represents a continuing effort to meet the need for u a systematic
descriptive program and the production of varied finding aids" for the more
than six million items contained in the archives. Former University of Texas
archivist, Dorman H. Winfrey, began a program which led to the 1963 production of a public catalogue of entry cards. The present volume gives a
comprehensive description of all manuscripts in the archives and is thus a
complement to the catalogue.

The University of Texas Archives lists all the archival collections as entries by alphabetical order. Most of the collections bear the name of the
"producer" of the manuscripts but many collections are designated by the
names of towns, counties. or institutions. Each entry has a title line for the
collection which includes the collection number. name, dates, quantity of
material. and kinds of records included. A descriptive paragraph follows
which explains the records in the collection, tell who the producer was, and
shows how he is related to other fields of activity to which his records refer.

'.

These carefully analyzed collections are a boon to the researcher and the
accompanying index and appendices. which list "Fields of Activity" and
"Historical Periods." reler to individual collections. However, the appendices
and index, though representing a great deal of thought and preparation, fail
the researcher by not containing subheadings. For instance, one appendix
has an entry for religion but does not contain denominational references. As
a result the researcher must plow through many collections to find needed
materials. Similar comment can be made on the index where the city of
Austin has numerous collection numbers but is not separated into specific
topics. It is also noted that the appendices and index would be improved by
better coordination. The Civil War receives fuller treatment in the appendix
than in the index. The index. however, is most helpful for locating information on individuals.
In spite of these slight deficiencies this guide should not be deprecated. The
work on the individual collections shows great care and the book is of inestimable value to all users of libraries. This volume reflects the maturity of
southwestern research and the importance of Texas history to the entire
nation.

Elaine E. Dilbeck
(Mrs. Ivan Dilbeck)
Stephen F. Austin State College
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History of Titus County. By Traylor Russell. (Waco, W. M. Morrison), 1967.
Pp. 256. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $7.50.

•

In 1965 Mr. Russell published a History of Titus County with no thought
of an additional work on the same subject, therefore the book was not titled
Volume I. The author was not able to get all of his material in the 1965
edition and after its appearance many people supplied him with data on
their families and information on interesting events. Publication of this
material became necessary and for purposes of identification is here designated UHistory of Titus County, Volume 11". When a second edition is ready,
the first book will be printed as Volume 1.
This second volume follows the general plan of the earlier one. There are
stories of approximately 8S many families as in that published in 1965. The
general treatment is similar which makes it very important to the local
historian and genealogist. There are some features in this volume that are
not found in the earlier one. Descriptions of the ghost towns of the county
are interesting and informative. The story of Snow Hill is a classic. The rise,
heyday and decline of this once thriving community are given in a fascinating
and convincing manner. There are a number of ghost towns mentioned but
none was as important in the life of the county as Snow Hill.
A very good case is made for the claim that Louis Moses Rose, the pn1y
man who escaped from the Alamo, is buried at Greenhill, Titus County.
Religious practices in the county are described in a way to contribute much
to the understanding of theological beliefs and application to early rural life
in the area.
Another section, lilt Happened Around the Courthouse," gives a vivid
picture of Titus County justice as dispensed in the early days. A description
of the coming of the railroads reveals the power of the iron horse in social
and economic life on the frontier. This is not a conventional county history
but a collection of data on people and the way they lived in Titus County that
will be of value to all who are interested in local history.
ROBERT L. JONES
East Texas State University

ElBayB on The American Civil War. By Frank E. Vandiver, Martin Hardwick Hall, and Homer L. Kerr. Edited by William F. Holmes and
Harold M. Hollingsworth. Austin (The University of Texas Press),
1968. 107 pp. 33.95.

This small but significant volume on the Civil War contains the three
lectures given at the University of Texas at Arlington in April, 1966 as the
first Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures. As E. C. Barksdale, head of
the history department at Arlington, points out in the introduction to this
volume, Walter P. Webb was for many years closely associated with the
Arlington history department as a friend, guide, and counsellor. Most of the
early instructors in history were Webb products, several of the college administrators were his close friends, and Webb himself always expressed a
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keen interest in the college. It is only fitting that the department established
a public lecture series in his name.
Two of the three lectures in the first series were given by members of the
Arlington faculty, Martin Hardwick Hall and Homer L. Kerr. The third
lecture was given by Frank Vandiver of Rice, one of the better known
authorities on the Civil War period. The lectures by Hall and Kerr both
relate to developments in the Trans-Mississippi West; Vandiver's lecture
covers a more general theme, the effect of the Civil War upon American
institutions.
Kerr's essay on the battle of Elkhorn Tavern, or Pea Ridge, describes one
of the largest Civil War battles fought west of the Mississippi river. As
Professor Kerr notes, the battle climaxed elaborate efforts on the part of
the Confederacy to guarantee control of northwestern Arkansas and to reenter southern Missouri. The failure of Van Dorn's forces at Pea Ridge on
March 7-8, 1862 was a serious setback to Confederate plans. Whether it uwas
the most significant battle west of the Mississippi" as Kerr feels is debatable. but certainly it was a campaign of major importance.
In his essay on flPlanter vs. Frontiersman," Professor Hall describes the
conflict over Confederate Indian policy. Central fig}lres in the drama were
Jefferson Davis, the proud Confederate president and representative of the
plantation aristocracy which favored dealing with the Indians on the traditional basis, and Colonel John R. Baylor. military governor of Arizona
territory, who favored an aggressive policy in handling the hostile Indians.
As Professor Hall observes in this provocative essay Davis and Baylor represented the divisions within the South relating to Indian affairs; those in the
older areas generally favoring a passive and rather idealistic policy, those
in the frontier areas favoring a more aggressive and realistic policy.
Frank Vandiver's essay presents the thesis that the Civil War, while
most destructive in many ways, was constructive in developing urbanization,
industrialization, and centralization. not only in the victorious North but in
the defeated South as well. Regrettably, Vandiver's essay is only fifteen pages
in length and without footnote citations; he does, however, raise many
interesting points which hopefully he will elaborate upon in later works.
In all, the three essays present new insights On the Civil War and mark
an auspicious beginning for the Webb lectures. As added treats the editors
include Webb's own thoughtful and amusing ULetter to a College President,"
and a most complete bibliography of Webb's writings compiled by Margaret
Francine Morris. The participants and publishers are to be congratulated on
this incisive volume.
Ralph A. Wooster
Lamar State College
The American Colonies and the British Empire, 1607-1763. By Carl Ubbe~
lohde. New York (Thomas Y. Crowell Co.), 1968, 119 pp. Index and
bibliographical essay. $1.95.
This book from the Crowell American History Series focuses upon American colonial development and supports the theme that out of the varied
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years 1607-1763 "the American people gained the heritage
their nation in the decades and centuries to follow." The
by the author is an analysis of the evidence oUered by
and an assessment of the probabilities where they present

Professor Ubbelohde contends that there was 8 theoretical empire which
existed only in the minds of some Englishmen and a few colonists. This empire was one in which the homeland Ifarranged the constitutional, political,
economic, strategic, and other affairs of the imperial world." The other~r
real--empire was one created by "compromises, inefficiency, inattention, and
ignorance" and one in which "the American colonists played a more dynamic,
more substantial role" in imperial policy formation and administrative management.

•

After weighing carefully the evidence afforded by recent scholarship,
Ubbelohde concludes that: (1) economically, lithe Empire had been a success;" (2) politically. "Britain . . . created opportunities for political advancement," though not always intentionally; and (3) strategically, "military
partnership almost inevitably generated misunderstandings and grievances
that marred imperial harmony." He also concludes that the "British Empire
had offered ... (the colonists) priceless opportunities to learn the arts of
self·government, to cultivate in a relatively unrestricted way social controls
and economic opportunities more relaxed than had been known in the past."
Moreover, "easy acquisition of land, relatively free immigration, religious
toleration created by necessity if not conviction, a fluid social structure in
which individual attainment (ordinarily economic) rather than bloodlines
counted-these were the distinctive features of American colonial society"
that became distinctive features of the American nation.
Two ideas of considerable significance to those interested in the shaping
and development of American culture in the past revolutionary years are included in this study. One is that American colonists were well-fed, wellhoused, and enjoyed a considerable variety of luxuries of life. Indeed, in comparison with Europeans and Latin Americans of the time, the British colonials enjoyed a high standard of living. This relative economic prosperity led
American colonials to defend their standard of living against all threatsreal and imaginary-from outside sources, especially homeland sourceg.

.,

The other is that, contrary to widely-accepted notions, suftTage requirements in colonial America were reasonably inclusive. In both Massachusetts
and Virginia, for examples, the property qualifications were easily met by a
majority of adult males. In fact, it appears from this study that the suffrage
although widely distributed was not very widely exercised. In short, the
American practice of non.voting reaches back into colonial times and is
truly an American tradition.
The book suffers from one stylistic weakness. In an effort to survey recent
historical writing and avoid the use 01 footnotes. Professor Ubhe.lohde often

fills his pages with bibliographical references that detract from the flow of his
narrative. The reader's interest and attention are interrupted again by such
material inserted into the body of the work. Footnotes would be better, so
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that those interested in bibliography could find it easily, and those interested
only in content could read without interruption.
Aside from that one reservation. this brief treatment of American colonial
history can be recommended as useful reading by beginner and seasoned
veteran alike. It is well balanced and reflects mature judgement. [t can serve
as a point of beginning for students of American colonial history and for
students of the history of the First British Empire which ended with the
American Revolution. It is also an excellent review for the veteran of either
subject.
J. E. Ericson
Stephen F. Austin State College

Journals of Two Cruises Aboard The American Privateer Yankee. By A.
Wanderer. New York (The Macmillan Company). 1967. 156 pp. $4.95.
Little is known about the ffWanderer" who recorded the first two of six
cruises made by the Yankee during the War of 1812. On the ship's records he
was listed as the ship's clerk and went by the name of Noah Jones. The name
seems to have been a pseudonym because the name oah Johnson appears on
the title page of the original journals. Careful reading of the second journal
indicates that Jones or Johnson had received some fonnal education and his
frequent use of poetry indicates that he had been schooled for a literary career
that for some unknown reason had been terminated. Johnson made only the
first two voyages aboard the Yankee and then disappeared.

".

The first journal. written as the official log and signed by the ship's captain. Oliver Wilson, covered a period between July and August of 1812. The
journal was merely a record of daily events; weather reports, combat with
other ships, and plunder taken. Because the journal was not supposed to be
seen by anyone but interested parties. the author made no attempt to make
it entertaining.
The second journal, covering a period between October. 1812 and January,
1813. was evidently written as a private account since the author gave free
reign to his literary talent and furnished a more entertaining account than
that found in the first journal.

'-..

lr

One example from each journal will suffice to show their differences. In his
entry for Tuesday. August 4. 1812 of the first cruise. the author recorded:
Thick and foggy weather during this 24 hours. Variation per
evening amplitude 24 7 10. Sounded in 46 fathoms on whale bank.
All hands employed in necessary jobs. No observation. (p. 26).
In direct contrast is the following entry for October 27, the tenth day
of the Recond cruise.
The weather now has become very fine, with gentle breezes and a
smooth sea. The nights are less dreary because we have a full
moon. How beautiful is a moonlight night at sea! The vessel softly
glides before the favoring gale whose zephyrs waft her o'er the
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deep. while ten thousand little stars reflected from a brilliant sky,
sparkle beneath her sides, and all ocean smiles at the charming
scene .... (pp. 76-77).

The private nature of the second journal gave the author a chance to
record the impressions made by the men who served with him. With the
exception of Captain Wilson, Johnson did not care for his associates. Finding no close companionship among the ship's crew, Johnson found lile aboard
ship lonely and often bemoaned the circumstances that forced him to go to
sea. However, he never revealed the reasons for leaving home.
In an introduction to the book, Admiral E. M. Eller, Director of Naval
History, emphasizes the role played by American privateers in hampering
British commerce during the War of 1812. Admiral Eller states that the
Yankee was one of the most successful American privateers, capturing forty
or forty-one British ships. As a record of two of the Yankee's voyages, the
two journals furnish worthwhile information about life aboard a successful
privateer.
No picture of the Yankee exists, but the editors have included a drawing
of the brig NanC1/ Ann of the same size and period as the Yankee to suggest
its appearance. In addition to the drawing, the editors have provided reproductions of the original title pages as well as several entries and a letter
of authentication for the first journal. Further aids include two maps; one
for eaC'.h cruise.
The reader who is looking for great historical events will find these two
journals to be of little value. However, as a chronicle of the lives of ordinary
people involved in a dangerous business, the journals will interest many
readers.
Stanley H. Watson
Stephen F. Austin State College

Money and A·nter-iean Society. 1865-1880. By 'Valter T. K. Nugent. New
York (The Free Press). 1968. 336 pp. Notes and index.
The America that emerged from the Civil War was quite different from the
country that existed before 1860. While the military conflict had solved certain problems that had been debated for years, it left two major questions unsolved-the money question and the race question. The race question was
placed on the shell for many years, but the money question was central to
the survival and continued growth of the economic system.
The money question arose because of emergency actions taken during the
Civil War and it had to be faced immediately. Specie payments had been
suspended, paper money had been introduced as a substitute for gold, and
the Civil War floating debt had to be funded. These problems kicked off bitter
debates and sweeping re-examinations of the monetary system. These debates
continue today in modified form.
Walter Nugent bas written a scholarly book that examines the money
question and its impact upOn American society in the crucial years 18651880. His approach is a combination of sociology, political science, and ec0nomics. He analyzes the attitudes of each ideological, economic, political,
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social, and sectional group in society toward the money question and toward
each other. He traces the changes in attitudes and alignment during this
period and does an excellent job of discussing the personalities and events
related to the money question.
The crucial question of the period was whether the country should be on a
gold standard, a bimetallic standard, or a non-metallic or flgreenback" standard. Basically, it was a matter of whether the money supply would be
governed by mother nature or by the devices of men. The period 1865-73 was
tranquil and marked by intergroup harmony toward the money question. The
depression that began in 1873 caused tremendous hardship and shattered the
consensus that existed. The period 1873-80 was a time of stress and conflict.
As a result of the money question, American society by 1880 consisted of
broad c1eavages---eapital vs. labor, creditors vs. debtors, and rich vs. poor.
Nugent looks at the controversies from the standpoint of the political
economy of that day. Motives are explored, and each group is found to have
been acting in what it considered to be the public interest. The old stereotypes
are broken down as Nugent looks at the sectional differences within occupa·
tiona! groups and the occupational differences within each section of the
country. Not all bankers were uhard-money" men, nor were all laborers usoftmoney" men. Those who were "goldbugs" at the beginning of the period may
have been "greenbackers" by the end and vice-versa.
A unique contribution of this book is that Nugent discusses the American
money problem in an international context. Events in England, France,
and Gennany had great impact upon United States policy, but most writers
have neglected these foreign influences.
This book gives valuable insight into a perennial American problem and
should be of interest to social scientists in all fields. Economists and economic historians could certainly benefit from a reading of this important
work.
Charles W. Brown
Stephen F. Austin State College

•

The Image Candidate.: American Politics In The Age 0/ Telivision. By
Gene Wyckoff. New York (The Macmillan Company), 1968. 274 pp.
Index. $6.95.
Every election year the American reading public is confronted with a new
influx of politically timed publications by scholars, politicians, authors, and
would-be authors. This book is such a publication i but more important, it is
a valuable contribution to the understanding of contemporary campaign politics. Here is a pioneering work by a practitioner of the art of selling a
political commodity. For twenty years the author has been a writer and producer in radio, television, and films. Since 1960 his services have been sought
regularly in projecting political images on the television screen. This book is
a first person report of the author's participation in campaigns over the past
eight years. But it is more than just a story.

A theory of television campaigning has been developed in this book that
focuses on the fact that today television is the media of prime importance to
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any political campaign. The printed media are important only when the
candidate images are equal. The author's forte is transfiguring candidates
into personal images or characterizations which he calls image candidates.
"An image candidate is a leading character in the political drama presented
by television before an election. His characterization tends to be universally
perceived, regardless of viewers' political predispositions, due to viewers'
media predispositions to see the candidates in terms of television's stereotyped desirable and undesirable characters, stereotypes that may in themselves be projections of characters valued or detested in the United States culture at large." The transforming of Ambassador Lodge into an image candidate in the New Hampshire primary of 1964 was the first of several successful tests of this theory at the national level. Lodge, whose appeal to the
voter in person was somewhat stilted, projected well in the five minute television film composed of still shots of the candidate, proper background stenes,
and selected excerpts from former speeches. A similar technique was successful for Rockefeller in the 1964 Oregon primary as it had been for Mayor
Wagner of New York in his 1962 campaign for re-election. Using this
method a candidate need not appear on television personally and reveal his
real self. The desired image is technically projected. The author includes
the complete scripts for two television film features used in the 1964 campaign.
Several problems have arisen in gaining widespread acceptance of the
image candidate concept not the least of which is the scepticism (or jealousy)
with which the political advisers view the image specialist. The author notes
that an imperative part of creating the desired image of the candidate is
personal association with the tandidate. A film director or writer must
understand his actors to the extent that he knows their moods and personality characteristics. The candidate's personal advisers sometimes resent this
association and almost always doubt the existence of poli~ical acumen in the
image specialist.
This book is different from most in that the author recognizes the danger
to the nation if the voters are sold unqualified candidates and proposes
changes in the system. Predictions are also made with regard to the 1968
presidential election. He says, "Actually, shortcomings of the Republican
candidate's image are the only thing that could possibly prevent the election
of a Republican in 1968." With the assistance of the image-candidate concept. the Republicans who could most easily defeat President Johnson are
Percy. Rockefeller. Romney, Reagan, and Nixon in that order.
The book presents a point of view, recognizes the problems involved, and
proposes solutions. The major importance of this new work is not the
political prediction but the proposal of new theory which can be tested
empirically by replication of method.
Charles W. Simpson
Stephen F. Austin State College

John Fitzgerald Kennedy.

As We Remember Him. Edited and Produced
under the Direction of Goddard Lieberson. A Columbia Records Legacy
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Collection Book, New York, The Macmillan Company, 1965. Text and
Pictures, 241 pp. $2.95.
This attractive paperbound biography of the Thirty-Fifth President of the
United States is an unabridged reprint of an original memorial volume that
was produced in limited edition. In this new and less expensive format it
becomes readily available to the many people who may wish to own and keep
a contemporary biography of John F. Kennedy.
The pictures, more than two hundred in number, range from shots of JFK
as an infant and small child through his growth to manhood, the war years,
his political campaigns, the Presidency, and finally to the fateful trip to
Texas in the fall of 1963. The text is compiled from speeches, conversations,
letters, and quotations from a great variety of people including Mrs. Jacqueline B. Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, Richard
Nixon, and Lyndon B. Johnson. More than half of the total volume is devoted
to the Presidential years, thus providing a rather complete record of the
thousand days that John F. Kennedy was chief executive.
The reviewer has no quarrel with any phase of this study. Except for the
front cover aU the pictures are in black and white, but they are well~osen,
numerous enough to satisfy the most ardent fan, and include a great number
never before published. The accompanying text is informative, at times light
hearted and humorous, but never morbid. Mr. Lieberson is to be congratulated
for having produced the book that he set out to compile ... A popular account
of John F. Kennedy ... As we remember him.
Robert S. Maxwell
Stephen F. Austin State College

John Henry Kirby: Prince of the Pinss. By Mary Lasswell. Austin (The
Encino Press), 1967. Pp. xiii+203. Illustrations and Selected Bibliography. S8.50.
Of all the Texas Lumber Barons, John Henry Kirby was probably the most
colorful and flamboyant. His multi-level industrial empire, his involved and
at times obscure financial manipulations. and his wide range of political
friendships, made his activities front-page news, not only in Texas but
throughout the nation. Kirby's career was in the classical American tradition. Born on a poor, back country fann in Southeastern Texas, Kirby struggled for an education, studied law, and became a timber buyer, a sawmill
operator, and one of the founders of the Bouston Oil Company. At the peak
of his power, Kirby owned a railroad, some eighteen sawmills, vast acreages
of timber lands, and considerable Houston real estate. In addition be held
important political offices and during World War I served as Lumber Administrator for the South under the United States Shipping Board. As one
admirer described him in answer to a query, "that's John Henry Kirby. And
when he crows, it IS daylight in East Texas."
In this well-designed and attractively printed biography, Mary Lasswell
(Mrs. D. W. Smith) has written a pleasant and informal account of the
great industrialist. She has also recaptured something of the flavor of Kirby
the man. He was a warm, friendly, outgoing person, loyal and generous to
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his friends and devoid of hypocrisy or pretense. Even his later financial difficulties and eventual personal bankruptcy in the thirties could not destroy
the Kirby charm and smile, or silence the humorous quips and stories that
were his trademark (198·200).
The study. however, suffers from a number of rather serious defects. The
author approaches her subject with almost worshipful admiration and consequently there is no critical analysis of Kirby's career. Although she devotes considerable space to an attempt to unravel the confused arrangements
and litigation of the early days of the Houston Oil Company, Miss Lasswell
includes almost no discussion of the Kirby Lumber Company (the corporation on which most of his wealth was based) or the top-level managerial
decisions concerning its operation. There is no documentation and the ff se_
lected bibliography" is sketchy and in places inaccurate.
For the general public and casual reader this will be an interesting and
pleasant account of the spectacular John Henry Kirby. Serious students must
await a more complete and objective biography of Texas' greatest lumber
entrepreneur.

Robert S. Maxwell
Stephen F. Austin State College
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